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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


JHE SCOTTISH HOME BOARD have now appointed the 
authors of the design placed first in the recent competition for 
the Children’s Church at Sighthill, as architects for the 
scheme. p. 750 


A SUB-COMMITTEE of Hull Corporation is considering a 
competition for a design for the city’s proposed new sports stadium 
in Ferensway, Hull, which may cost over £100,000. p. 751 


COMMENT by the British Architectural Guild on the RIBA’s 
decision to withhold support is on p. 753 


THE MINISTER OF WORKS has sent a letter to the Lord 
Mayor of Coventry giving his reasons for granting a licence 
for the rebuilding of Coventry Cathedral. p. 756 


REVISED REGULATIONS prescribing fresh standards 
for school premises have been made by the Minister of 
Education. p. 767 


THE BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR opens on May 3, and 
a review of some of the exhibits together with details of the pre- 
fabricated buildings to be shown there are given on p. 769 





\COVENTRY TO RISE 


ig is now to be hoped that the Minister of Works’ decision 
to grant permission for an immediate start on the rebuild- 
ing of Coventry Cathedral to Mr. Spence’s design will be 
accepted with good grace by its municipal opponents. Sir 
David Eccles has made the situation clear: “ My duty as 
Minister,” he writes, “is to inquire whether the Cathedral 
could be built without interfering with any other work in 
progress or ready to start. I am satisfied that it could.” 

The whole tone of the Minister’s letter to the Lord Mayor, 
with its reminder of the spiritual values which attach to this 
particular project, is in refreshing contrast to the normal 
departmental communication ; in fact, the roles normal in 
such controversies seem “reversed, and Government has 
exchanged its part of the big bad wolf for the good fairy. 
The City Council has not a good record in this matter ; the 
sudden withdrawal of its previous consistent support for the 
rebuilding project has yet to be explained, and the statement 
of one of its members that “ the council will probably adopt 
a spirit of non-co-operation and may not accept any invitation 
to attend functions in connection with the Cathedral” is 
purely childish. We shall hope now the matter is decided that 
wiser counsels will prevail and that City and Cathedral will 
once more unite in carrying through this great project. If the 
City Council elect yet to stand aside, only they can be the 
losers. Meanwhile, a new view of the Cathedral is given in 
our plate pages. 





SELECTIVE TENDERING © 


NE of the most welcome features of the recent Robertson 
Report on tendering procedure is its support for the 
principle of selective tendering and its criticism of local 
authorities for their adherence to the practice of inviting 
tenders from all and sundry. Indiscriminate tendering was 
condemned by the Simon Report of 1944, and the Robertson 
Committee was unequivocal in its support :-— 

“* Like the Simon Committee, we can find nothing to say in 
favour of indiscriminate tendering and we endorse their view 
that, when tendering is competitive, it is essential that 
competition should, in the case of each contract, be limited 
to firms who have been carefully selected, according to the 
size and type of the contract, as being capable of, and likely 
to do, work of the required standard. ‘To paraphrase the 
Simon Report: (i) indiscriminate tendering leads to bad 
building and throws upon the industry an unnecessary burden 
of time, effort and expense in the preparation of tenders, and 
(ii) only by selective competition can the building owner 
expect a good job carried out by a builder who, having 
obtained the contract at a fair price, can and will maintain 
a good standard of work.”’ 

We would ourselves heartily endorse this statement and 
urge that local authorities should follow the practice of private 
owners and Government Departments alike in inviting tenders 
from a selected group of firms. 

Nevertheless, there is a danger in the practice of selective 
tendering which both the Simon and Robertson Committees 
have to some extent foreseen. The danger is that, in the 
absence of suitable arrangements, some firms may never get 
the chance to tender at all. For this reason, the Robertson 
Committee suggested that where possible a public authority 
should advertise each contract and call for firms to apply for 
permission to tender, and then make a suitable selection from 
the applicants. The Robertson Committee considered this 
method preferable to the alternative of maintaining lists of 
firms in different areas and competent to carry out works of 
varying extent and character. It was, however, recognised 
that it was not always practicable to adopt the former method. 

So far as local authority tenders are concerned, the Simon 
Report suggested that “‘it should not be difficult for the Govern- 
ment to enforce safeguards against favouritism or irregulari- 
ties,” since most local authority contracts require the approval 
of the Ministry before acceptance. This suggestion, however, 
is not quite convincing. Even cases of “ favouritism or 
irregularity ” would not necessarily be revealed by the docu- 
ments submitted to the Ministry for approval, and there 
might be grave ‘objection to encouraging disappointed con- 
tractors to send in complaints to the Ministry. Moreover, 
the danger in this country (where fortunately we enjoy high 
standards of public administration) is not so much the risk 
of “ favouritism or irregularities” as that a firm—whether 
a main contractor or a specialist—may be unfairly excluded on 
other grounds. Furthermore, the danger is not confined 
to local authority contracts but also applies to the placing of 
Government contracts to which the safeguard proposed by 
the Simon Committee would not refer. 

As an illustration we would mention a case which has 
recently been reported to us. It is the practice of the War 
Office to select firms on the basis of a “ notation.” The 
amount of a firm’s notation is based on the value of the largest 
individual contract satisfactorily performed in recent years. 
This was the background against which a firm of contractors 
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One of the antt-litter posters in St. Fames’s and Green Parks 
during the Easter experiment. (See Note.) 
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were recently refused permission to tender for a War Office 
There was, apparently, no question as to the 
commercial respectability of the firm, but the firm’s notation 
fell below the amount of the contract in question. 
War Office added that, when the firm could produce evidence 
of having completed contracts in excess of their present 
notation, an increase in that notation would be considered, 
It was pointed out in reply that in many parts of the country 
work of an industrial nature has been severely restricted for 
a long period of time ; this fact, taken in conjunction with the 
absence of other large-scale developments, had restricted the 
firm’s opportunity to quote for contracts of any magnitude, 
The War Office replied, however, that it was not prepared 
to change its existing practice. 

The extension of selective tendering to local authority 
contracts, though highly desirable, will tend to increase the 
obstacles in the way of new firms and of existing firms wishing 
to lift themselves from one class of business to another, 
There is, of course, no inherent reason why the selection of 
¥ firms should be based on the notation system adopted by the 
War Office, although it may prove administratively convenient. 
If adopted universally, the War Office system would be most 
unjust because it would create a vicious circle out of which 
it would be impossible to break. 


To devise a satisfactory system of selecting firms is clearly 
a difficult matter, but it must be tackled. It is most important 
that the system of selective tendering should work well and 
that it should command public confidence. 
matter might usefully be examined by a special committee on 
which the Government Departments, the local authority 
associations and all interested sections of the building industry 
would be represented. The present Minister of Works has 
already shown a lively and intelligent interest in matters of 
contract procedure, as is witnessed by his sponsoring of the 


The 


The whole 


Robertson Committee, and it would be most fitting if he 


should take the lead in setting up an official committee to go 
into the problems of selective tendering. 





NOTES & NEWS 


LITTER IN ROYAL PARKS 


W igoer testing of various means of draw- 

ing the public’s attention to the litter 
problem in the Royal Parks will be ex- 
tended at Whitsun. Some of the devices 
tested at Easter in St. James’s Park and the 
Green Park will also be tried in another 
of the central parks. 

Mr. John Rodgers, MP, chairman of the 
committee on litter in the Royal Parks, 
said that the analysis of a sample of litter 
in St. James’s Park had produced valuable 
statistics about the differences between 
the types of litter left on the ground and 
put into baskets. 

The committee, however, recognised 
that it is unsafe to draw final conclusions 
from an isolated experiment, and to dis= 
cover whether these statistics are subject 
to variation according to season and 
weather the experiment will be repeated 
at Whitsun. 

In the Easter holiday experiment the 
total weight of litter in Hyde Park, 
Kensington Gardens, St. James’s Park 
and Green Park, amounted to 27 cwts. 
collected from baskets and 9? cwts. 
collected from the grounds. 

David Furbey, who represents the 
London Federation of Boys’ Clubs on 
the committee, in a letter to fellow mem- 
bers, states that he was “ surprised to 
find out what a large quantity of rubbish 





we leave in the parks. Every summer 
week-end they pick up about 12 lorry 
loads of it. And when I say, ‘ we leave,’ I 
mean it. "There are some ‘ good citizens ’ 
already, but far too many ordinary chaps 
like you and me add our bit to the mess.”’ 

He adds: ‘‘We are now looking at 
plans for finding out why people drop 
litter and what can best be done to pre- 
vent it. We are doing everything we can 
to make people think seriously about the 
problem. I believe that if a chap is 
thinking properly he won’t throw away 
his cigarette packet in the park any more 
than he would in his own garden. After 
all, for many of us the park zs our garden.”’ 


SIGHTHILL CHURCH 


THe Home Boarp of the Church of 
Scotland has carefully considered the sug- 
gestion of the assessors, in the recent 
architectural competition for designs for 
the Children’s Church, that a further 
limited competition might be desirable. 
The Home Board is satisfied, however, 
that the design placed first by the assessors 
fulfils the practical conditions required 
within the stipulated cost, and is capable, 
in terms of the competition, of modifi- 
cations which will satisfactorily meet all 
the requirements in view. "The Home 
Board has, therefore, appointed the authors 
of this design, Mr. Archibald M. Doak, 
DA(Glas), ARIBA, and Mr. A. R. 
Whitelaw, ARIBA, architects for the 
church and halls to be built at Sighthill. 


The winning designs were illustrated in 
The Builder of April 2. 


ENGINEERS’ CENTENARY 


To MARK the completion of 100 years’ 
service to civilisation the Society of 
Engineers (Incorporated) is hoiding four 
days of centenary celebrations in London 
from May 4 to May 7, culminating in a 
centenary banquet in Fishmongers’ Hall 
beside London Bridge and close to an 
early meeting place of the Society. 

One hundred years’ development in 
each of the main branches of engineering 
(civil, mechanical, electrical and aero- 
nautical) will be represented in four 
papers to be presented at the main 
business sessions of the celebrations on 
May 5, at the Geological Society’s apart- 
ments at Burlington House, Piccadilly, 
where the Society holds its ordinary 
meetings. 


THE GRANGE, FULHAM 


SUPPORTERS of the proposal to save 
from destruction the property known as 
“The Grange,” Fulham, a building of 
the early Georgian period which was the 
one-time home of Samuel Richardson, 
the novelist, and Sir Edward Burne-Jones, 
the pre-Raphaelite painter, will be agree- 
ably surprised by the decision of Mr. 
Macmillan, Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, to make a Building 
Preservation Order in respect of this 
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historic and interesting building. 

A group of prominent Fulham residents 
and others who think the Grange is a 
fne piece of architecture worth saving, 
have long protested against Fulham 
Borough Council’s intention to pull it 
down to make way for new housing. 
But it seemed that their pleas were not 
going to succeed, because London County 
Council had already approved a housing 
lavout plan submitted by the borough 
council involving the use of the site. 

Now, however, Mr. Macmillan has 
written to Fulham Council informing 
them of his intention to make a Building 
Preservation Order. This news has come 
as a shock to the council and the housing 
committee have conveyed to the Minister 
“objections and _ representations with 
reference to the making of the Order.”’ 

In his letter the Minister states that 
in view of the public interest shown in the 
preservation of this building and the fact 
that an offer has been made to purchase 
and restore it at private expense and to 
keep it in use, he considers that the 
building should not be demolished while 
the possibility remains of preserving it. 


BUILDING EDUCATION 


THE FIRST MEETING between the Insti- 
tute of Builders and the National Federa- 
tion of Building ‘Trades Employers, 
held at the request of the IOB to discuss 
the matter of education in the industry, 
took place on Monday. The meeting, 
it is understood, was of an exploratory 
character, and it is expected that further 
meetings between the two organisations 
will take place in due course. 


IRAQ APPOINTMENT 


Mr. ANTHONY M. Cuitty, MA, 
FRIBA, AMTPI, returned recently from 
Baghdad where he has been appointed 
housing adviser to the Iraq Government. 
Mr. Chitty will survey the housing needs 
of the whole country and will put forward 
to the Minister of Development a housing 
policy with recommendations in detail 
for the technique, finance and adminis- 
tration necessary to carry it out. 


ARCHITECTS’ APPOINTMENT 


Mr. Joun Dani, ARIBA, AMTPI, 
has been appointed chief architect to the 
Government. Mr. Dahl is 
at present on the staff of the Derby 
Corporation Planning Department. 


LIBRARY EXTENDED 


IMMEDIATE open access to over 3,500 
scientific and technical periodicals in all 
languages has been provided by a new 
extension to the Patent Office Library 
which is now open to the public in the 
basement of the headquarters building in 
Chancery-lane, London. 

All of this periodical material, which 
Tanges over the whole field of technical 
Mvention, will now be_ conveniently 
It will cover 
Earlier 


demand. Another important addition 
will be the provision of a special section 
for bibliographies and abstracts. 


|. The Patent Office Library, a reference 


Institution of international repute, was 





established in the mid-nineteenth century, 
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has a total stock of 360,000 volumes and is 
open to the public until 9 p.m. Monday 
to Friday, and until 5 p.m. on Saturdays. 
It is visited by nearly 2,000 people a week. 


DIAGNOSTIC CENTRE, CORBY 


Tue Nuffield Diagnostic Centre was 
opened by Lord Nuffield on April 23. 
This Centre represents an experiment in 
that it provides accommodation both 
for general practitioners, and for specialist 
services provided by the Oxford Regional 
Hospital Board. The architect was Mr. 
Richard Llewelyn Davies, MA, ARIBA, 
Director of the Nuffield Foundation’s 
Division for Architectural Studies. 


DALES NATIONAL PARK 


OBJECTIONS to the establishment of a 
680 square mile Yorkshire Dales National 
Park will be heard at a Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government inquiry to be held 
at Northallerton on May 13. ‘The objec- 
ions are lodged by the West Riding and 
North Riding County Councils. The 
National Park area within the West Riding 
is already indicated in the West Riding 
County Development Plan -as being of 
great landscape value, and as a planning 
authority the County Council have ex- 
pressed their intention of directing future 
planning towards maintaining and improv- 
ing its natural beauty and encouraging 
provision of recreational facilities for 
urban populations of the West Riding. 
They have said that special care will be 
taken to avoid disturbance of natural 
amenities by building, advertising, mineral 
working and indiscriminate tree felling. 
The issue before the Minister will be 
whether there should be a national park 
at all. 


MAIDENHEAD CIVIC CENTRE 


NEw municipal buildings may be 
started in Maidenhead when capital 
restrictions are eased. "The borough coun- 
cil’s chief officers have been instructed to 
prepare a comprehensive report on their 
need, for consideration at the September 
meeting of the Council. 


COMING EVENTS 
FRIDAY, APRIL 30 

Royat ACADEMY.—Private view of Summer Exhibi- 
tion. Burlington House, W1. 10a.m. (Open to public 
Saturday, 9.30 a.m. to 7 p.m. and onwards, weekdays 
9.30 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sundays 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

NATIONAL Book LEAGUE.—Exhibition of books 
concerned with architecture, building and allied sub- 
jects. Building Centre, Store-street, WCl. 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 1 p.m.). Closing date, May 8. 

MONDAY, MAY 3 

RICS.—“ The Changing Constitution,’? by Pro- 
fessor R. C. FitzGerald, LLB, FRSA. 12, Great George- 
street, SW1. 5.30 p.m. 

TUESDAY, MAY 4 

RIBA.—AGM. 66, Portland-place, W1. 6 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS.—‘“‘Standard- 
zation’? by Mr. R. F Holmes. 1, Birdcage Walk, 
SW1. 6.30p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 5 

ARCHITECTS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. —AGM. 66, Port- 
land-place, W1. 12 noon. 

Mopwutar_ Society.— Towards New _ Building,’’ 
by Mr. J. H. Forshaw, CB, MC, FRIBA. Royal 
Society of Arts, John Adam-street, WC2. 7.30 p.m. 

BUILDING SOCIETIES’ ASSOCIATION.—Opening by 
Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, of Centenary 
Conference, Church House, Westminster. l1la.m. Also 
opening by Queen Mother of BSA’s annual exhibition of 
history and work of Building Societies. Convocation 
Hall, Church House.—12.15p.m. 

FRIDAY, MAY 7 

TOwN PLANNING INSTITUTE.—Annual country meet- 
ing. The Museum, Exeter. 10.30 a.m. Continuing 
until May 9. 





















































































751 


LONDON APPOINTMENT 


Mr. Henry Eber, MBE, FRIBA, has 
been appointed Vice-Principal and Head 
of the Department of Architecture, 
Building, Structural Engineering and 
Surveying, at the LCC’s Hammersmith 
School of Building and Arts and Crafts. 
Mr. Elder takes up his appointment to- 
morrow, May 1 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Messrs. RAGLAN SQUIRE AND PARTNERS have opened 
an office at the B.O.C. College of the University of 
Rangoon. Their address is c/o P.O. Box 1256, 
Rangoon, Burma, where they will be pleased to receive 
trade catalogues. 

Messrs. TRUMAN HANBURY BUXTON AND CoO., LTD., 
have appointed Mr. F. G. A. Hall, FRIBA, FRICS, as 
their chief architect. He succeeds Mr. R. W. Stoddart, 
who died in December last year. Mr. Hall was pre- 
viously assistant architect to Barclays Bank and chief 
architect’s assistant to the Crown Commissioners for 
London. 

The address of H. St. JoHN Harrison, FRIBA, 
and GILLIAN HARRISON, FRIBA, chartered architects, 
is now 8, Smith-street, Chelsea, London, SW3. (Tel: 
Sloane 7860.) 

Jack W. STicKINGs, FRICS, chartered quantity 
surveyor, of London House, London-street, Norwich, 
announces that he is opening a branch office at Bridge- 
street, Thetford, Norfolk. Tel : Thetford 2261, as 
from May 1 next. ; 

The London address of Messrs. LAY AND PARTNERS, 
quantity surveyors, is now 71, Wimpole-street, W1 
(Tel.: Hunter 0591). Their Manchester office will 
continue at 41, South King-street, Manchester, 2. 
(Tel.: Blackfriars 7210.) 

Mr. RopertT F. Pearce, FIAS, informs us that 
following the dissolution of the partnership of PEARCE 
AND SNELL, he will continue to practice from 50 
Lincolns Inn Fields, WC2. 

Mr. Georce T. West, FIQS, incorporated quantity 
surveyor, announces that his west country office is now 
at 53, Oxford-street, Weston-super-Mare. (Tel. 
Weston-super-Mare 827.) 


COMPETITION NEWS 
SPORTS STADIUM AT HULL 


A SUB-COMMITTEE of Hull Corporation 
is to prepare details of a competition open 
to architects throughout the country for 
a design for the city’s proposed new sports 
stadium in Ferensway, Hull, which may 
cost over £100,000. 

It is suggested that three prizes be 
offered. 


COMPETITIONS OPEN 


CREMATORIUM, KIRKCALDY. Promoted by the 
Royal Burgh of Kirkcaldy, Fife. Premiums: £300, £200, 
£100. Assessor: Dr. Ronald Bradbury, FRIBA, AMTPI. 
Closing date: May 8, 1954. Last day for questions: 
February 20, 1954. December 25, 1953 and January 15 
1954, 

CANADIAN HOME OF TO-MORROW-—Sponsored 
by McGill University’s School of Architecture, Montreal, 
The Calvert House International Award and $5,000 
(approx. £1,825) will be given for the design judged best 
of all entries. Separate awards and $2,500 each will be 
given to the best designs from Europe and from Canada, 
exclusive of the international selection. There are also. 
ten hon. mention awards with a $200 prize each. Profes- 
sional Advisers: Prof. John Bland and Prof. Pierre 
Morency. Jury: Eric Arthur, FRIBA, Humphrey Carver, 
ARIBA, and Gio. Ponti, Italian architect, and editor of 
Domus, Milan. December 18, 1953. 

Date at the end of each paragraph indicates the issue 
of “The Builder”? in which details of the competition 
appeared. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, April 29, 1854 


VENTILATION IN THE House oF Com- 
MoNS.—The House have agreed to place 
a sum of 146/. in the hands of Mr. Gurney, 
with power to him to make a minor 
experiment in reversing or otherwise 
altering the ventilation during the recess. 
If successful, Mr. Gurney is to be allowed 
to alter the whole system, at a cost of 
1,7007. Sad work! 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


EMPLOYMENT OF ARCHITECTS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—With reference to the editorial 
comments in your issue of April 23, 
it must be very difficult for any architect 
to express an impartial opinion on the 
report of the Metropolitan Boroughs’ 
(Organisation and Methods) Committee 
about the employment of architects ; 
just as difficult, in fact, as it must have been 
for that Committee to prepare an impartial 
report. 

Having spent twenty-three years in 
official architecture and three in private 
practice, I can claim some knowledge of 
both sides of the argument, although my 
impartiality may be suspect. Surely the 
fundamental issue is one of cost. I 
doubt whether any local authority would 
be influenced very much by the claims 
for ‘‘ democratic control,’’ “‘ greater flexi- 
bility,”’ etc., if it were proved that the 
architectural department is more costly 
than the payment of fees to the private 
practitioner. Most municipal architectural 
departments were founded originally be- 
cause they were cheaper than private 
architects, but they have now so outgrown 
their initial conceptions that it is almost 
impossible to make a factual comparison. 
The larger the department the more 
difficult it is to assess properly the cost 
of the architectural services rendered on 
any one scheme. 

If the Metropolitan Boroughs’ (Organ- 
isation and Methods) Committee would 
produce accounts from at least three of 
the larger architectural departments for 
a period of not less than five years, pro- 
perly audited by an independent auditor 
showing the cost of the department, 
including salaries, car allowances, assessed 
rent and rates, lighting, heat, etc., related 
to the cost of the buildings actually com- 
pleted in the same period, the result 
should be statistically conclusive. 

Howarp KeEtty [FRIBA]. 

11, Duke-street, W1. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—As you say in your excellent 
leader on this subject, the report of the 
Metropolitan Boroughs’ Committee does 
appear to be an effort to present a bal- 
anced view on this vexed question of 
private and official architects, but some 
of the conclusions seem to be based on 
assumptions for which there is little 
justification. 

For instance, it appears to be assumed 
that an architect is appointed for a par- 
ticular job and that at the conclusion of 
the maintenance period his connection 
with the job and the Council ceases. No 
doubt this sometimes happens, but we 
believe it to be far more usual for a Council 
to employ the same architect, or panel, 
for a succession of jobs over a long period 
of years, so that he has every opportunity 
of getting to understand the special needs 
and problems of the locality. His interest 
and responsibility in relation to his work 
certainly does not cease at the end of the 
contract, and he is kept fully in touch with 
any maintenance problems that may arise. 
There also seems to be some suggestion 
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“Some of our foreign com- 
petitors appear to think our 
industrial wheels don’t turn 
| any longer !”’ 








that private architects would be less 
familiar with the requirements of housing 
work, particularly as regards cost, than 
staff architects, who are engaged on this 
kind of thing most of the time. This 
again may be the case in isolated instances, 
but in general Councils are cautious 
bodies and tend to entrust their housing 
work to architects known to have special- 
ised experience in this field. 

It is not clear how far the opinions of 
the officers, as given in Clause 53; are 
accepted by the committee. 'This clause 
includes the rather surprising statement 
that site problems can be settled more 
quickly by Council staff. No reason is 
given why this should be so, which is 
curious, as the opposite has generally been 
supposed to be the case. It would be 
interesting ‘to know whether the com- 
mittee heard any evidence from contrac- 
tors on this point. 

HowEs AND JACKMAN [FF.RIBA]. 

1, Verulam-buildings, WC1. 


SALARIED ARCHITECTS 

To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—The action of the Council of 
the RIBA in rejecting offhand a 
request for support from the British 
Architectural Guild is typical of the 
dementia which abounds within those 
hallowed ranks when some other society 
suggests something to the benefit of the 

architect. 

The RIBA does not increase its status, 
but runs the risk of looking foolish when 
its Council persists in pursuing the 
policy of ignoring contemporary societies. 

A. N. Hooxway. 

Essex House, Thundersley, Essex. 


TENDERING PROCEDURE 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I was very much concerned when 

I first read in a daily newspaper 

recently, that there had been an inquiry 

into the building industry’s activities, 

and it was suggested that bad tendering 

was to a great extent responsible for some 
of the industry’s difficulties. 
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An architect connected with a coungi 
commenting in the report, was stated t 
have said that he was “ sick and tired of 
the shoddy building and the map 
bankruptcies during the progress g 
contracts.”’ If the associations represent. 
ing the building contractors do their job, 
they will protest strongly against the 
remarks. 

The builder is being blamed. fy 
practically everything that goes wrong ip 
the industry today, and the public ar 
gaining the wrong impression. I think 
it should be made quite clear that th 
genuine builder is being gradually driven 
from business because, when the war 
finished, so many “types ”’ registered a 
builders and, somehow, were successfi! 
in securing contracts. Public bodig 
appeared to have no regard for the type 
of contractor and the genuine builder 
had to compete with many mushroom 
firms and, in many cases, the inexper- 
enced contractors got the jobs. 

Labour was spoiled during the war 
years. The schedule of production agreed 
between the National Federation and 
the trade unions was absurd. It was 
drawn up as a form of bribery to the 
working man during the war years s0 
that he could, on such contracts as camp 
works, etc., earn a very high bonus. It 
has taken a long time to teach the workmen 
that this was a stupid schedule but, even 
now, many of the men refer back to this. 


On May 16, 1941, you published a 
letter from me in which I pointed out 
that architects were preparing glorious 
schemes for the post-war years, but no 
consideration was being given to the 
labour that would be required to carry 
out the works and, apart from the appren- 
ticeship scheme, it would appear that 
very little had been done to encourage 
good building-trade workers. In addition 
to the building speculators, we have had 
to suffer the many sub-contractors, the 
most dangerous of these being those who 
go along to the architects, persuade them 
that they have something good, get their 
schemes included within the gener 
building contract, and then draw up 
clauses within their tender form so thit 


the general contractor has to spend most | 


of his time nursing them. 
Perhaps the greatest trouble within 


the building industry today has been with | 


the number of architects, many of whom 
started their practices since the war and 
whose experience of building when com 
mencing in practice went little beyond 
the drawing board. They have filled 


their minds with the spectacular adver | 
tisements of specialist trades and have} 
paid little regard to the general contractot. [ 
They have prepared drawings which, # | 


the best, are draft schemes ; the bills of 
quantities have been prepared from such 


drawings and, in consequence, when the E 
contract has been signed, the builder has 
found he has no scheme with which tf 


proceed and has had to continue from 
time to time with details prepared at such 
a late date that it has made it impossible 


for a proper programme to be drawn Up 


I know of substantial contractors who, 


under such conditions, have found "fF 
on thet 


extremely difficult to carry 
businesses, and it is not to be w ondered # 
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therefore, that so many of the mushroom 
frms who have been encouraged by the 
public authorities have become bankrupt. 

| think that architects would be well 
advised to ascertain for themselves whether 
or not the builder with whom they are 
about to deal is of sufficient substance 
and has the knowledge to carry out the 
proposed work. I further suggest that 
the present-day federations and associa- 
tions, like the trade unions, have become 
monopolists and dictators, and should 
be discouraged as much as possible. 

W. R. HERBERT. 
West Lodge, Chislehurst, Kent. 


WORK ON GOOD FRIDAY 
To the Editor of The Builder 


Once again we have witnessed 
the shame of a great 

the complete rejection by the building 
trade of the solemnity of Good Friday. 

Why is it that almost alone of the major 
activities of this country, this very sacred 
day is regarded by the building industry 
as an ordinary working day? Does it 
really mean nothing to us? 

The writer would be the first to admit 
that to many folk absence from business 
is synonymous with a holiday, but, on 
the other hand, rest from daily toil would 
enable those who so desire to pay due 
regard to the eternal truths of that great 
day. Further, it is believed that the 
building industry must number many 
such devout individuals. 

Lest my purpose should be misunder- 


‘stood, I would point out that this letter 


is not being written on account of any 
work-shy feeling—work is a grand thing, 
and all should do their utmost in the cause 
of an increased productivity—but simply 
because it is felt to be high time that some 
protest was raised in connection with this 
organised desecration of what to Christians 
is the most solemn day in the whole year. 

I enclose my card, but for obvious 
reasons, I wish to remain 

ONE FOR WHOM HE DIED. 





industry— 
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THE BRITISH ARCHITECTURAL GUILD 
Statement on .RIBA’s Refusal of Support 


HE British Architectural Guild have 
issued from 59, New Cavendish- 
street, W1, a statement on the refusal of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects to 
lend its support to the Guild. The text 
of the statement is as follows :— 

The RIBA statement of its refusal to sup- 
port the British Architectural Guild leaves 
unanswered a number of important ques- 
tions. "The question most relevant to the 
Guild itself is why this decision was taken, 
to quote the statement, “‘ . irrespec- 
tive of the result of the RIBA question- 
naire on representation of the members in 
salaried employment. . . .”’? 

Is the questionnaire issued by the 
RIBA to be considered as a referendum 
and the wishes of the ordinary members 
considered—or are these documents to 
be regarded merely as records to be filed 
away as unfulfilled aspirations, perhaps to 
serve as fodder for further discussions 
over another decade? Does the state- 
ment imply that even if there is a sub- 
stantial majority in favour of an autono- 
mous body of pure architectural member- 
ship, the Council of the RIBA reserves the 
right to take no action at all in the direction 
of forming a body ? 

On the other hand, the statement con- 
tinues, if the Council of the RIBA decides 
that a separate body should be formed, 
bearing in mind that the Royal Institute 
itself is prohibited from acting in the 
capacity of a trade union and that they 
would have obstacles to overcome in 
the setting up of such an autonomous 
body, the fact that the RIBA gives no 
reason for its refusal to recognise the 
British Architectural Guild leads the Guild 
to ask the question : in what respect do its 
aims, objects and rules fail to fulfil the 
requirements of such a body as presum- 
ably has been envisaged by the representa- 
tives of salaried and official architects for 








A MODEL of Whitburn Primary School, West Lothian, designed by Messrs. 

Walter Alison & Hutchison, ARIBA, which was on view at the recent exhibition 

of post-war buildings planned by Scottish architects, at the Scottish Building 
Centre. 








many years who, as is well known, have 
given much time and thought to this 
problem ? 

The aims, objects and rules have been 
widely discussed already and, so far, the 
only criticism which has been expressed 
centres upon the rule governing the con- 
stitution of the Council, a point which is 
covered when it is realised that the Council, 
which is democratically elected, can alter 
its own constitution by simple resolution 
with two-thirds majority. Should, there- 
fore, the Guild receive the support of the 
profession, the constitution of the Govern- 
ing Council can be adjusted to accord with 
the wishes of the majority. 


“ DESIRE TO SERVE” 


The Guild was launched with the 
sincere desire to be of service to the 
architectural profession. Its aims, objects 
and rules were carefully perpended but, 
as has been made abundantly clear to the 
RIBA, provision is made for the simple 
amendment of any rule not found to be 
generally acceptable. 

The Guild has kept scrupulously to its 
agreement not to enlist members until the 
RIBA had had an opportunity to consider 
the matter. Its future now is entirely in 
the hands of salaried members of the 
profession, who should finally decide the 
following :— 

(i) Do the salaried architects of the 
profession require an independent body 
to protect their own interests ? 

(ii) If so, do they desire that the 
body should be a purely architectural 
body and not be diluted either directly 
or indirectly by crafts and trades ? 

(iii) Should such a body be free, 
throughout its history, from any sug- 
gestion of extreme politics either by 
active participation or by indirect 
moral support ? 

(iv) If the answers to these questions 
are in the affirmative how does the 
BAG fail to meet the requirements ? 
If, in spite of all the demands for an 

autonomous body expressed during the 
past ten years, it is found that there is no 
desire by the individual members of the 
profession for such a body, the Guild 
naturally will cease to operate. 

The Guild, however, has decided to 
provide salaried members of the pro- 
fession with an opportunity to express 
their support by inviting applications for 
membership from persons eligible to 
join: forms of entry and copies of the 
rules—and details of special subscription 
rates to apply during the period of forma- 
tion—can now be obtained. 

The statement adds that should sufh- 
cient support be accorded to the Guild for 
it to be effective it will continue in the 
interests of the profession to seek— 
and will hope to deserve—the support 
of everybody within the architectural 
profession. The Guild realises that its 
ultimate success can be obtained only by 
working in harmony with existing pro- 
fessional bodies and any initial opposition 
must be forgotten in the realisation of a 
cause. 
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ARCHITECTS AND BUILDERS 
Mr. Howard Robertson’s Address to the LMBA 


‘ME. HOWARD ROBERTSON, president 

RIBA, addressed members of the Lon- 
don Master Builders’ Association at the 
RIBA on April 23. Mr. R. S. Williams, 
president, LMBA, presided. Mr. Robert- 
son’s subject was “Architects and Builders,” 
and we take the following extracts from his 
remarks : — 

I am going to put builders first, and tell 
you how I see the building fraternity from 
my side of the little ditch which seems to 
separate us. In the first place, I may say 
that the ditch is getting increasingly narrow, 
but I do not think it will ever disappear 
as a line of demarcation between our 
callings, though it will be spanned by more 
and more bridges. 

I do not, myself, feel that the builder 
should, in a general way, undertake architec- 
tural design, and provide a service which 
includes it either directly or indirectly. The 
reason is that the builder’s task of carrying 
out designs and erecting buildings is already 
too complex to permit of proper direction 
of that equally complex piece of machinery 
which is a fully developed architect’s office. 

The architect is an interpreter of the 
client’s needs and requirements, and very 
often has a hand in formulating and 
focusing these requirements. He has to 
have, primarily, a perception of how these 
can be met, and finally interpreted. This 
requires a particular type of vision which 
can only be acquired and developed by con- 
stant exercise of processes developing out of 
the architect’s experience preceded by an 
exhaustive architectural education. 


The Aesthetic Angle 


The architect learns to give priority in his 
mind to the essentials of the design problem 
from the practical angle. But he is also 
subconsciously aware all the time of the 
aesthetic angle. So while, in his mind, he 
is automatically assessing problems of func- 
tions, sequences of working processes, and 
instinctively relating service elements accord- 
ing to his knowledge of the requirements of 
mechanical installations he is also mentally 
grouping his elements in relation to site con- 
ditions, levels, orientations, etc., and evolving 
a picture of composition and grouping which 
will respond to his instincts for aesthetic 
values. 

At the same time the architect is thinking 
of costs, of possible methods of construction, 
balancing up the rival claims of steel or con- 
crete, and considering the phasing of the 
work. In this sense he is approaching the 
builder’s field, and getting closer to the pro- 
cess of execution in which the builder is 
going to play the major rdle. 

Only in the rarest cases would it be pos- 
sible for any one man, or set of men, to 
develop a full set of the faculties required 
. on the architectural side, and at the same 
time cultivate all the practical and executive 
capacities which are required to direct and 
finance the great responsibilities in men and 
material which fall on the _builder’s 
shoulders. x 


Processes of Education 


To my mind we have, therefore, too 
distinct branches of activity at the outset 
of our respective trainings, but these are 
gradually edging together to meet in the final 
building operation. And if, under present 


conditions, this final operation does not give 


alf the results desired in efficiency under all 
headings, including costs, I think that the 
weakness may lie in the processes of educa- 
tion, training, and experience which are 
normally followed in preparing each of these 
branches for its ultimate task. 

Clearly, the training of the operatives, as 
foremen, agents and managers, must be of 
great concern to the industry as is that of 
young architects to the profession. Training 
which will put men on top of the job is, I 
think, our biggest problem, for in itself the 
basic human material is averagely good. I 
have been occasionally impressed by the 
bearing of the operatives on some American 
jobs I have seen. Their clothing is good and 
appropriate, their tools to hand, their move- 
ments brisk and accurate, and their bearing 
confident. On the whole, I think the 
impression is one of competence and neat- 
ness which is satisfying, and the aggressive 
speed of working breathes an energy which 
is infectious. 

This is not, of course, universal, but I 
think that a good deal of stimulus must 
come down from the top. I have noticed in 
America that the planning of deliveries, stor- 
age of materials and plant generally is often 
very good on exceptionally restricted city 
sites. I imagine that materials are to hand 
to time, that sequences are carefully planned, 
and that the men feel that they are doing an 
interesting technical job which is «well 
planned, supported and paid. 

Incidentally, I have been struck also by 
the eagerness, one might even say pride, 
which some skilled American workmen seem 
to take in the use of mechanical tools. ~They 
seem to like handling them, and enjoy 
mastering a new one. 

Perhaps the direction to take is to make 
the operative to-day feel that he is really 
a craftsman, a technical one, and if the 
industry could make and show films of men 
using modern plant and tools it might be an 
inspiration to the trainee both in building 
and architecture. The young architect needs 
inspiration and education in the direction 
of neatness and efficiency, too. In addition, 
it is very hard to find a method of bringing 
actual building operations into his later 
training without neglecting the increasingly 
wide architectural field. 


Trading as Teams 


The builder with whom an architect deals 
to-day, on large-scale work particularly, is 
no longer a kind and fatherly man. He is 
probably all that at home, but the hard 
squeeze of present conditions allows him to 
give nothing away in business; he rightly 
insists on the letter of contracts, instructions, 
and variations; in other words, experience 
has taught him to look after himself. The 
architect is generally less naturally apt on 
these matters, but in course of time learns 
to be cautious, too, when he smells danger. 
The difficulty is for the younger men in the 
profession to get into that position of aware- 
ness, 

I feel, myself, that no man in a building 
firm can be self-sufficient, and no architect 
can be so either. On the whole, I believe 
that the future lies in groups of people work- 
ing in teams, so that one member can supply 
what others have not got, and vice-versa. 
We are all driven to-day to be, in a sense, 
trading concerns. You trade in the field of 
providing finished buildings, we trade in pro- 





“say, a new office building. 
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viding designs and the elements which yo, 
assemble. Human nature has not chang: 
all that much. But conditions have, partic, 
larly in respect of the complexities of byjji 
ing and the greater use of fabricated itep, 
of structure and equipment. There hay 
to be many people now to master all tha, 
matters which have developed comple, 
trades and techniques of their own. 

Incidentally, I think one reason for ty 
speed and confidence shown in the bige 
building fields in America is the yep 
extended use of components which x» 
manufactured on a huge scale and which a: 
in common use. Detail items and practic: 
in America are very standardised. No op: 
has to scratch his head over lift doors, trip, 
methods ‘of floor-laying, putting up patey 
boards, or fixing things generally. It has qi 
been done many times before, and the my 
are used to it. So are the contractors oy 
Knowing th: 
height and volume, the type of cladding, th: 
type of ventilation and warming, the decor. 
tive standard of the lobbies and corridox 
they can almost give a figure for the jo 
on the back of an envelope. So much pe: 
square foot or cubic foot for that job: fo 
they know by long experience what all th: 
usual components, in their various grads, 
may cost. 


The Ideal Project 


On the Continent, and here, we are mor 
individual, have less experience to go by, anj 
are more apt to treat buildings as individu! 
cases. The American does that too, Bu 
American buildings starting as_ prototype 
soon become common practice; then ever: 
one gets to know about it, and down come 
the cost because the problem is known, ani 
the answers are as well. Of course they have 
their troubles in plenty, but I am trying to 
stress the effect in speed and costs of the 
large scale of operation compared with oun. 

Builders possess an enormous amount of 
knowledge, much of which could advar- 
tageously be communicated to the architect 
to the benefit of the building operation. 
And the architect, on his side, can certainly 
repay in kind. 

To my mind the ideal project is one in 
which the building operation as a whole can 
be jointly planned early on. That is to say, 
after the preliminaries of sketch design, 
provisional consents, etc., have been gon 
through builder and architects and quanti 
surveyors should be in close touch lon: 
before the work starts. 

We all know the difficulties, the lack of 
competition, and all those familier pros ani 
cons of various types of contract. But i 
may be that to-day we do not think enough 
of the great differences between types 0! 
buildings, and the fact that some operation 
demand a different approach from others. 

As I have said I am not at all in favour 0! 
the client going direct to the builder for hi 
design, and the latter employing the architect. 
As an employee the architect would lose hi 
independence of judgment. is bound to agre 
to compromises against his convictions, att 
finally and above all lose that profession 
status which the majority of clients, and! 
think most builders, understand and value. 


Tendering Procedure 


When we all come to consider again 10 
only tendering procedure, but the operatic! 
of works, we may come to the conclusio? 
that there is a good deal to be said ft 
classifying building operations into types © 
categories, each of which we may recommeti 
applying specific arrangements of conttatt 
and procedure. The quantity surveyors woul 
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ere play an important role, for their pre- 
jiminary estimates are often astoundingly 
accurate. So also would the consultants 
whose services are clearly necessary in many 
types of building problems. With such a 
collaboration initiated at an early stage it 
should be possible to plan a building opera- 
tion down to the last detail and save costs all 
round, including fees, for a large amount of 
redundancy would be eliminated. 

It would be imperative, in considering such 
methods, to bring the building owner into 
this collaborative group; and it should be 
incumbent on him to play his part just as 
conscientiously as the others. It should be 
part of his contractual obligation to observe 
the engagements made or else to recognise 
that failure in the operation was his own 
fault and at his own cost. 

But both speed and the resultant economies 
which might stem from the planned opera- 
tion would not eventuate unless sub-con- 
tracting arrangements were perfected, and 
there was likelihood of suppliers and sub- 
contractors’ promises being kept. 

You may like to know of some of the 
particular and specific trials which are 
peculiar to the architects, and which are 
particularly troublesome to the younger 
firms who have not acquired sufficient weight 
and prestige to stand up against the barrage 
of criticisms and complaints which assail 
most people who are designing for a client. 

We have, looming large, the fact that 
many people have firm aesthetic iikes and 
dislikes, or rather they think they have. In 
fact, many clients do not really grasp from 
plans or elevations what the building is like; 
they also lay down incompatibles, such as 
spaces with multiple windows from within, 





CRSONE ANXIOUS TO WRITE 
TREIR NAMES WILL PLEASE BO 
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ONE WAY TO PREVENT the de- 
facement of buildings and monuments by 
the public is to direct the urge for carving 
names and initials into a harmless channel, 
as has been done at Swanage, Dorset, 
where this block of stone was erected to 
prevent the famous Great Globe from 
suffering damage at the hand of visitors. 
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but large solids and small windows externally. 
They are very troublesome when the building 
is half up, very distressed when it is three- 
quarters finished, and either horrified or 
greatly pleased when the opening day arrives. 
The whole affair may be marred by a piece 
of sculpture, a mural, or some choice of 
colour which is offensive to one or more 
members of the committee—and if that 
member happens to be the chairman, you 
may as well pack up. 


Hurdles to be Jumped 


It is enough to say that it is a very difficult 
aesthetic problem to please a client, though 
his views are often happily modified as the 
building becomes familiar through the years. 
The sensitive architect can suffer untold 
agonies in designing for his client, but you 
must not forget that he has also to satisfy 
town planning authorities with control over 
elevations, and such bodies as the Royal 
Fine Art Commission if the project is re- 
ferred to them, and finally such other parties 
as the ground landlord. 

All these are hurdles to be jumped and it 
is no use saying that a good design will be 
acceptable to all, for so much depends on 
what kind of good design. Architectural 
creation is a modish affair. The meat of one 
epoch or set of people, is poison to the next; 
but if you live long enough you may see your 
own particular style of work coming round 
again, like a flared skirt or puffed sleeves in 
the fashion world. 

Apart from this aspect of design, on the 
practical side are innumerable restrictions of 
town planning, heights, road accesses, 
formulae for natural lighting, escapes, type 
of user, and that most tricky of calculations, 
coverage. 

To take on all these things and surmount 
them is naturally just a part of the archi- 
tect’s job and he is paid to do it. But the 
production of architectural designs and 
drawings is definitely a business, with much 
staff required, and the architect cannot 
survive to-day as a long-haired artist; his 
financial commitments are very heavy, he is 
not a limited company, and there is no 
ploughing back into the firm. Each year 
he has to pay up in full, and start afresh. 
He lives on the time lag of the fees still due, 
and that requires some sleight of hand in 
difficult times. But perhaps the worst thing 
is that his executed jobs hang round his 
neck seemingly for ever. His maintenance 
period is never up. And while builder and 
quantity surveyor finally come out from 
under, the architect drags his weary buildings 
throughout his weary life. 

One or two of these may perchance be 
major triumphs, so he gets his compensa- 
tions, but, even then, no one really ever 
seems to understand what the architect 
really does. He is still, to the layman, the 
man who puts on the pretties. 

As I have said before in public, if anyone 
wants to take on the architect’s job in addi- 
tion to his own, he is welcome to try. He 
will ultimately get ulcers, but little else. And 
what goes for the architect no doubt goes for 
the builder. You are quite safe. No archi- 
tect in his senses will try to be a builder too. 
Anyway, he will never try it twice. 


Discussion 


AFTER delivering his address Mr. Robert- 
son answered a number of questions put by 
the builders present. To the questioner who 
suggested that the British workman was 
made the target of much criticism on low 
productivity, he replied that from his experi- 
ence of the American building industry he 
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believed the British workman, given the 
same opportunities as his American counter- 
part, such as the introduction of more pre- 
fabricated components and a greater degree 
of mechanisation, could do just as well. 

On the question of whether builders and 
architects in America collaborated to a 
greater extent than was the custom in this 
country, he said he did not know enough 
about their relationship to say, but he did 
know that both countries were faced with 
the same problem so far as training in archi- 
tectural schools was concerned: it was too 
theoretical. 

The advisability of the architect issuing 
a specification when the working drawings 
are prepared was referred to. Mr. Robertson 
said that with large buildings, providing 
the drawings were good, he did not think 
that the specification was a document of 
prime importance to the builder. He had 
not found that a delay in producing it had 
had a detrimental effect on the progress of 
a job. 

Mr. D. E. Woopsine ParRIsH raised the 
question of building education. He asked 
Mr. Robertson if he agreed that it was time 
some fresh thinking was brought to bear 
on this matter. Mr. ROBERTSON, in reply, 
said he thought there was a need for revision 
of some aspects of education. Architects 
generally had no idea of the conduct of 
the builder's operations and, similarly, 
builders had a very limited knowledge of 
how the architect’s office was run. He 
thought it might be possible for a course 
to be devised for the three main partners 
in the building team—architects, builders and 
quantity surveyors—to have a common 
period of training to enable each to acquire 
a realistic impression of the respective func- 
tions of the others. This common period of 
training might suitably be introduced at the 
end of the normal course of training. Some- 
thing on these lines would no doubt come 
into operation before long, he added. 


A Cheap Job 


How to deal with the type of clients who, 
in an endeavour to get a job done cheaply, 
by-passed the architect and went direct to 
the builder was the subject of a further 
question. Mr. Robertson said that for as 
long as he could remember the RIBA had 
tried to make the public aware of the ser- 
vices that architects provide. It was diffi- 
cult, however, to get the idea across. A 
sick man knew that if he did not call in 
a doctor he might die. But if he wanted 
to build a factory he could overlook the 
architect without such tragic consequences. 

Mr. Robertson agreed with the speaker 
who suggested that a useful part of an archi- 
tect’s training would be a course in business 
management, but he foresaw difficulty in 
applying such a course at a school because 
it was not possible to ereate conditions in 
which students would have a real sense of 
managing something. That knowledge came 
with experience, often bitter experience. He 
thought that it was an important point, 
however, and worthy of further considera- 
tion. 

Another sound suggestion of which Mr. 
Robertson approved was that after a tender 
had been accepted there should be a 
“ breathing-space” while a detailed pro- 
gramme chart was worked out for the job. 
Work could then proceed in an orderly 
fashion from the beginning without any of 
the confusion that was often experienced 
under present conditions. Mr. Robertson 
thought the idea was perfect, but said it 
sounded too much like a dream. 
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COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 


Minister’s Reasons for Issuing 
a Building Licence 


THE Minister of Works, Sir David 
Eccles, has sent the following letter 
to the Lord Mayor of Coventry in reply 
to the deputation from Coventry Corpora- 
tion, which called on him on April 12 
to put the Corporation’s objections to the 
granting of a licence for the rebuilding of 
Coventry Cathedral: 

I am much obliged to Alderman 
Stringer and his colleagues for the trouble 
they took to acquaint me with your 
Council’s objections to the issue at this 
time of a licence to build the new 
Cathedral. Our discussion showed that 
the recent changes in the system of 
licensing had not been made as clear as I 
could wish. You will know that licences 
for miscellaneous buildings, in which 
category churches are included, used to 
be regulated by a rigid maximum expressed 
in money and calculated once a year for 
the country as a whole. The granting 
of a licence for £500,000 to build a 
Cathedral must have taken a large slice 
out of the Midland’s share of the total. 
But last autumn we gave up these financial 
strait-jackets, and I am now issuing 
licences up to what I judge to be the 
capacity of the building industry in each 
region. 

This change to a flexible procedure 
allows me to issue more licences for 
miscellaneous buildings in London and in 
the other blitzed cities, including Coventry 
where in the bombed area as much work 
has been licensed in the first quarter of 
1954 as in the whole of last year. 

Under the new system if the Cathedral 
were given a licence some other buildings 
would not automatically be held up. 
The impact on building in the borough 
would depend on how much other work, 
backed with public or private finance 
and with plans prepared, was waiting to 
start, and how great demands the Cathedral 
made for men and materials. 


“NO QUEUE FOR LICENCES ”’ 


For the purpose of dealing with such 
problems, which are essentially local in 
character, the Ministry of Works has 
divided the country into zones. The 
Coventry zone includes Rugby and 
Warwick, and is to-day fully employed, 
but not so hard pressed as it was two 
years ago. My Regional Director informs 
me that no work in progress for Govern- 
ment Departments, local authorities or 
private owners is now held up because 
too much has been started and that there 
is now no queue of licence-holders waiting 
for starting-dates. In short, building in 
the Coventry zone is heavy but not too 
heavy. 

Looking ahead I can see no shortage 
of the materials required for the Cathedral. 
Steel, cement, and stone should be 
readily obtained. Many beautiful 
materials would be used by fine craftsmen 
who have had a hard time during the years 
of utility. On the other hand, the labour 
required to prepare the site and to erect 
the Cathedral might be employed on 
other work. No one can be certain what 
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will be the demand for new building in 
1956 and 1957. But in any case, the 
interference caused by the Cathedral 
would be small. In the first three years 
the building would call for a labour force 
equivalent to one man in every 150 now 
at work on sites in the borough. This 
is the worst that could happen. It is 
probable that some of the Cathedral 


builders would come in from the rest of 
the zone or from farther afield to swell 
employed 


the total numbers in the 
borough. 

You will appreciate that before work 
on the Cathedral reached its peak, most 
of the buildings in progress to-day would 
have been completed ; and also that the 
output of the building industry is expand- 
ing strongly, and is expected to continue 
to do so. 

Thus when the normal tests are applied 
I find no adequate reason why ‘a licence 


should be deferred. 


USE OF RESOURCES 


However, your colleagues were less 
concerned with the present licensing 
procedure than with the future of the 
building programme. ‘They argued that 
if the men and materials were available 
to build a Cathedral these resources would 
be better used on almost any other kind 
of building. 'They mentioned houses, 
schools, hospitals, health centres, shops, 
offices, and the city baths and library. 
They said that there are already enough 
churches in Coventry, and that, as the 
people of Coventry would indubitably 
benefit from many other kinds of build- 
ings, to licence the Cathedral would be 
a wrong use of resources. 

But can we be sure that a Cathedral 
would be so useless? Is it always right 
to prefer things seen to things unseen ? 
The licensing system is not meant to 
answer such questions. My duty as 
Minister is to inquire whether the 
Cathedral could be built without interfer- 
ing with any other work in progress or 
ready to start. I am satisfied that it 
could. It would be an abuse of my 
powers to refuse a licence because some 
people thought this particular building 
unnecessary. 

I hope, however, that the decision will 
be accepted on wider grounds. ‘The 
Cathedral is not a building which concerns 
Coventry and Coventry alone. The echo 
of the bombs which destroyed your city 
was heard round the world. We cannot 
tell how many people are waiting in this 
country and abroad for this church to rise 
and prove that English traditions live 
again after the blitz. The threat of far 
worse destruction is with us_ to-day 
demoralising and corrupting our thoughts. 
We have never had a greater need for 
acts of faith. 

The people of Coventry can be assured 
that the most careful thought has been 
given to all the arguments for and against 
the granting of a licence. Is it too much 
to hope that they will now welcome the 
end of controversy and unite to aid the 
building of a great and beautiful church? 

As I shall be asked my reasons for 
granting the licence I am sending copies 
of this letter to the Cathedral Reconstruc- 
tion Committee and to the Press. 


April 30 1954 


OBITUARY 

HARVEY W. CORBETT, FRIBA 
WE regret to record the death last 

week in New York of Mr. Harvey 
Wiley Corbett, Hon. MArch (L’pool), 
FRIBA, at the age of 81. Corbett. 
senior partner in the firm of Corbett. 
Harrison and MacMurray, of New York 
(formerly Helmle ‘and Corbett), was best 
known in this country for the design of 
Bush House, Aldwych. 

During the 1914-18 war this site was 
occupied by a collection of huts forming 
a social centre for members of the Ameri- 
can ‘forces, and it was probably this 
association that gave Irving Bush the idea 
of erecting here his great commercial 
building dedicated ‘‘ to the friendship of 
the English-speaking peoples.’? Corbett 
had already designed the Bush Terminal 
Building in New York as a permanent 
exhibition centre for industrial products, 
and it was the success of this that led to. 
his being invited to design the London 
building. 

Corbett took this commission very 
seriously and produced one of the best 
office buildings in London. The site 
was an awkward one, presenting two 
main aesthetic problems—the closing of 
the vista to Kingsway and the treatment 
of the Strand elevation so that, notwith- 
standing its greater bulk and height, it 
should not overwhelm St. Mary-le- 
Strand, which Corbett aptly described as 
‘a little jewel-casket of a building.” It 
will be generally agreed that both prob- 
lems were satisfactorily solved, the former 
by an imposing portal of classical type, 
the latter by the contrivance of elevations 
of dignified simplicity. 

Corbett was born at San Francisco, 
California, in 1873. Educated at the 
University of California and, like many 
other American architects of his genera- 
tion, at the Ecole des Beaux-Arts, Paris, 
he carried out a great deal of admirable 
work in the United States, one of his 
earliest buildings being the Maryland 
Institute at Springfield, Mass. In 
America he will perhaps be best remem- 
bered for his success in designing tall 
buildings to comply with the New York 
zoning laws of 1925. He was one of the 
architects for the Rockefeller Center, 
New York, and recently received the 
annual award of the New York Chapter 
of the American Institute of Architects. 

In his earlier years Corbett lectured on 
architecture at Columbia University and 
served as a member of the advisory board 
of the school of architecture at Princeton 
University and of the Fine Arts Com- 
mission of the State of New York. He 
was also a member of the architecturdl 
committees of the Chicago (1933) and 
New York (1939) World’s Fairs. He was 
elected FRIBA in 1925, and at his death 
was the senior of the three American 
Fellows of the Institute. Liverpool con- 
ferred on him the degree of HonMArch, 
an honour that he prized greatly. 

Tall, lean and slow-speaking, affable 
and quietly confident in manner, Co: 
made many friends in this country, 
where he was as well liked for the cham 
of his personality as respected for his 
ability as an architect. 
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Colour photograph by John McCann 


View from the North-East 


New Engineering College 
for the 


UNIVERSITY OF RANGOON, BURMA 


RAGLAN SQUIRE & PARTNERS, ARCHITECTS 


April 30 1954 








April 30 

























April 30 1954 April 30 1954 THE BUILDER 759 





View from south-west. 


° : UE to the rapidly expanding industrial background of 

New Engineering College, D Burma, the existing Engineering College, housed in a 
pre-war building provided by the Burmah Oil Company, 

Rangoon, Burma can neither produce enough graduates nor provide instruction 


in sufficient subjects to meet the demand. In order to provide 
these facilities, the Burmese Government have appointed 
Raglan Squire and Partners to design a new series of buildings 
RAGLAN SOUIRE & PARTNERS for a faculty covering the following subjects :— 
° oe een oe porees Mechanical Engineering, Civil Engineering, Electrical 


ARCHITECTS Engineering, Electrical Communications, Chemical 
Engineering, Mining, Architecture, and Sanitary 
Engineering. 


Two hundred qualified graduates are expected to be pro- 
duced annually, the full course being four years. Accommo- 
dation is planned, however, for 1,200 students to allow for 
wastage. 


The Site: As the site is of some 124 acres in extent and 
virtually flat it has been possible to plan for horizontal rather 
than vertical circulation. 


Planning : All students other than architectural will receive 
instruction in Mechanical Engineering for the first two years, 
with occasional lectures and demonstrations in other subjects, 
and will specialise in their third and fourth years. The bulk 
of the students will therefore be first- and second-year students, 
and it has been decided to accommodate them in one large 
three-storey block facing the main entrance on Prome-road, 
with three terraced lecture theatres, free-standing but connected 
by covered ways, behind. Instruction in the specialist subjects 
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The layout. 


will be received in four independent blocks. A north light 
block is provided to accommodate workshops so that any noise 
will be as far removed as possible from lecture halls and drawing 
offices. All these buildings are inter-connected by covered 
ways. 


The clients were very anxious to have at the entrance a 
building which was tall by Burmese standards and impressive. 
Their requirements have been met by planning, to the right 
of the entrance, the Administration Offices, Dean’s quarters, 
Board Room, Students’ Common Room, Staff Common Room, 
Library, etc., in one block of five floors with tank rooms over, 
the face of the building being covered with a reticulated pattern 
of precast concrete units and the interstices painted or filled 
with mosaic to designs by local artists. "The Assembly Hall is 
to the left of the entrance and will seat 1,000. 


Construction : As the scheme is for the principal Engineering 
College in the country, various forms of construction have been 
incorporated in order to provide examples for students to study 
during building operations. The four independent blocks for 
third- and fourth-year students will be built mainly in brickwork 
to enable them to be put up by local contractors, with reinforced 
slab or pot floor and lightweight roofing on timber trusses, as 
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these blocks are needed quickly to enable the existing Engineer- 
ing College, at present short of space, to overflow into them. 

The Mechanical Engineering block will be a reinforced 
concrete frame structure with a double skin flat roof. It 1s 
raised on pilotis, a car park and cycle store being accommodated 
under. The Administration block, of normal reinforced 
concrete frame construction, can be entered from the verandahs 
of this block. 'The Assembly Hall has a reinforced concrete 
barrel vault roof supported on piers with screen walls of local 
stone, whilst in the workshop block, reinforced concrete shells 
are used in conjunction with prestressed beams to give a clear 
span of 100 ft. 


Special requirements: No air-conditioning will be employed 
except in one or two special cases such as battery room, etc. 
Ceiling heights, therefore, are never less than 15 ft., and par- 
ticular care has been taken to maintain cross ventilation through- 
out every building. Any cross wall necessitated by internal 
planning requirements is carried up only 9 ft. or so from the 
floor, the remaining height being filled by a pierced screen or 
grillage. WVerandahs 12 ft. deep have been provided where 
necessary on the west side of the main blocks to give maximum 
shade. Monsoon drains will have to be provided. 

At present no contracts have been placed. 


NEW ENGINEERING COLLEGE, RANGOON, BURMA 
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From the RA Summer Exhibition, 1954. 


COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 


View of the North end from Pool Meadow, with the Christian 
Service Centre on the right and the tower and spire of the old 
Cathedral rising behind it, and the Guild Chapel on the left. 


BASIL SPENCE, OBE, ARA, ARSA, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 
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View from the car park, showing entrance to assembly hall. 


OAKDALE INFANTS’ SCHOOL, WOODFORD 
for Essex County Council . 


County Architect 
H. CONOLLY, FRIBA 


Deputy County Architect Assistant County Architect (Education) Assistant Architect-in-Charge 
D. SENIOR, FRIBA W.C.B. SMITH, ARIBA C. HAYES, ARIBA 
Consulting Engineers Quantity Surveyors Clerk of Works 
W. S. ATKINS & PARTNERS E. C. HARRIS & PARTNERS E. CLARK 
Builders General Foreman 
JF. & F. DEAN, LTD. H. C. WHITE 


vd nant ' 








View of main entrance from Wood- 
ville-road. 
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HIS school, which was opened 
in September last year, re- 
places the old two-storeyed Cowslip 
school which was destroyed by 
fire in 1950. The school, a two- 
form entry infants’ school for 240, 
was originally in the 1951-52 build- 
ing programme, but its start was 
delayed until May, 1952, by the 
Government moratorium affecting 
school building. 

The site is a very cramped one, 
hemmed in by residential property 
and severely restricted by building 
lines, and the planning of the school 
presented a difficult problem. The 
accommodation comprises six class- 
rooms of about 650 super feet in 
area, each with its work-space bay 
containing a sink with hot and cold 
water. Each room is fitted with 
radio and with furniture units 
designed to give flexibility of use. 
Hats and coats are dispersed in three 
recesses off the corridor to which 
lavatories are adjacent. 

The construction of the school 
is a steel frame with brick cladding 
externally, metal windows, wood- 
wool slab roof on steel tees, asbestos 
spray ceilings internally and built- 
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up bituminous felt roofing. The 
assembly hall adjoins the entrance 
and is partly used for dining 
purposes. It has an acoustic tile 
ceiling and is fitted with an Essex 
flexible stage which can be assem- 
bled and taken down by the chil- 
dren themselves. 

In a built-up Metropolitan area 
this little school with its liberal use 
of gay colour is a bright focal 
point. Following is a list of sub- 
contractors and suppliers : 

Structural steelwork, Dorman Long 
and Co., Ltd.; facing bricks, W. H. 
Collier, Ltd. ; metal windows, Monk 
Metal Window Co., Ltd. ; wood- 
wool slabs, Marley Tile Co., Ltd. ; 
heating chamber roof, Siegwart Floor 
Co., Ltd.; bituminous felt roofing, 
Vulcanite, Ltd. ; reconstructed stone, 
Malcolm Macleod and Co., Ltd. ; 
wood block flooring, Horsley Smith 
and Co., Ltd. ; Perfonit tiles, Sundeala 
Board Co., Ltd. ; cement glaze finish, 
Cement Glaze, Ltd.; w.c. partitions, 
Mosaic and Terrazzo Precast Co. 

Sanitary fittings, Dent and Hellyer, 
Ltd. ; asbestos spray, Turner’s Asbestos 
Cement Co., Ltd.; heating and hot 
water, Corton and Bergin; electrical 
installation, H. Dunn and Son, Ltd. ; 
ironmongery, Nettlefold and Moser, 
Ltd. ; playground, Constable, Hart and 
Co., Ltd. ; cloakroom fittings, Dryad 
Metal Works, Ltd. ; tiling, Carter and 
Co. (London), Ltd. ; lighting fittings, 
Hailwood and Ackroyd, Ltd. ; lettering, 
The Lettering Centre, Ltd.; gates, 
J. and W. Shale, Ltd. ; lightning con- 
ductor, J. W. Gray and Son, Ltd. 
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View of classrooms from the south-east. 


OAKDALE INFANTS’ SCHOOL, WOODFORD 
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View in as- 
sembly hall 
looking to- 
wards cloak- 
room. 
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EXPERIMENTAL 
HORTICULTURE 
STATION, CAWOOD, 
NEAR SELBY, YORKS 


Architect 


A. R. BROADHEAD, 
LRIBA, AMIStructE 


Builders 


Fj. & C. BULL 
SQUIRE W. SWIFT, LTD. 


TOCKBRIDGE House Experi- 
mental Horticulture Station 
(as this establishment is called) is one 
of five such stations now being 
developed in various parts of Eng- 
land. They have been sited under 
widely different climatic conditions 
but each in proximity to important 
centres of horticultural production. 
When the farm was taken over by 
the Ministry of Agriculture it was 
found that none of the existing 
buildings was sufficiently sound in 
construction or suitable for con- 
version for horticultural purposes, 
and therefore a scheme was prepared 
in collaboration with the station 
director for the new buildings that 
he would require for the station. 
The buildings provided consti- 
tute a large packing shed which has 
been erected in a central position 
with the object of providing ade- 
quate room for the weighing and 
recording of experimental crops as 
well as for the normal packing and 
grading of produce leaving the 
station. "The shed is 150 ft. long 
by 66 ft. wide under a single span 
roof and with a height of 10 ft. to 
the eaves. Adjoining the packing 
shed is a rhubarb forcing shed 150 ft. 
long by 30 ft. wide built with the 
traditional timber and felt roof on 
brick walls. 

A further range of buildings, 
again under one roof and with a 
span of 33 ft. in width, provides for 
storage of horticultural implements, 
farm and fertiliser stores. ‘There 
is also a potting shed with a soil 
sterilising shed adjoining. The soil 
shed has an overall length of 34 ft. 
and a width of 61 ft., and has a 
series of bays down each side with 
removable wood partitions, for the 
storage of loam, peat, and sand, and 
a further series of bays provided 
with brick partitions for the storage 
of sterilised soil. The main floor 
area in the centre of the shed is 
arranged so that one side may be 
utilised for unsterilised loam and on 
the other side there is an area for 
the mixing of sterilised composts. 

Two types of propagating houses 
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From left to right : Boiler house, soil sterilising shed and unequal-span propagating 
house (S.W. elevation). 





Propagating house, potting shed and boiler house (east elevation). 





Packing shed and rhubarb shed (south elevation). 
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have been erected, each having east / 
west orientation, the total length 
being 150 ft. and the width being 
20 ft. The standard type of equal- 
span design has been erected and 
also one house of unequal-span 
design. Both houses are of equal 
volume and have the same area of 
glass, are of all timber roof-bar 
construction and fitted with 24 in. 
by 24 in. glass. Features of these 
houses are the gusseted roof bars, 
and the collection of roof water in 
concrete gutters at ground level. 
The unequal-span house is designed 
with the object of getting the maxi- 
mum benefit at stage level from the 
low angle sunshine for propagating 
during the winter months. Direct 
sunshine falling on the staging 
between the middle of November and 
the middle of February period 
passes through the glass in the steep 
section of the roof at an angle of 
incidence to the glass which permits 
high light transmission. 

Other new buildings provided 
for this station include a boiler 
house, and two pairs of cottages, 
and two houses for key workers. 
All the new buildings have been 
constructed of MAF components, 
having cement-concrete reinforced 
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EXPERIMENTAL HORTICULTURE STATION, CAWOOD, NEAR SELBY. 
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‘xisting buildin; 1e onv i ion. 
Existing buildings have been converted to form temporary office accommodation 


columns, steel roof trusses and 
purlins and the whole of the roofs 
covered with asbestos-cement roofing 
sheets. The in-fillings to the co- 
lumns have been carried out with 
bricks of local manufacture. 














Cement-concrete roads were laid 
by Sangwin’s, Ltd. ; sanitary fittings 
by the Leeds Fireclay Co.; hard- 
wood block flooring by Hollis Bros., 
Ltd.; electrical installation by Dale 
Electric (Yorkshire), Ltd. 
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STANDARDS FOR NEW SCHOOLS 
Revised Regulations for 1954 


[HE Minister of Education has made 

revised Regulations prescribing 
standards for school premises (Statutory 
Instrument, 1954, No. 473). The revised 
Regulations came into force on April 26, and 
supersede those made in September, 1951 
(Statutory Instrument, 1951, No. 1753). This 
ig announced in a new circular (No. 273, 
dated April 23, 1954). A copy of Statutory 
Instrument No. 473 is included with the 
circular. 

The Minister, the circular states, has had 
three main objects in revising the Regula- 
tions: to remove certain anomalies which 
have become apparent with increasing 
experience; to reduce requirements and so 
lower costs where this can be done without 
abandoning sound educational standards and 
without narrowing the scope for variety and 
experiment in the design of schools; and to 
simplify the layout of the Regulations for 
the convenience of those who have them in 
constant use. 

The new Regulations, the circular con- 
tinues, are based on the same general prin- 
ciples as those of 1951, and involve no major 
change in administrative procedure. Changes 
in the current limits of cost which follow 
from the revision of the Regulations are 
set out in Circular 274 (reproduced below). 
Building Bulletin No. 2A has been revised 
to take account of the changes in the require- 
ments for secondary schools and to amend 
certain recommendations in the light of 
recent experience; the new edition of this 
bulletin, which includes a chapter on the 
problems of instalment building, will be pub- 
lished shortly. The remainder of this 
Circular draws attention only to the major 
differences between the revised Regulations 
and those which they supersede: no reference 
is made here to numerous minor changes 
of matter and presentation. 


Teaching Accommodation 


(a) Primary Schools—Marginal changes 
have been made in the minimum require- 
ments for certain sizes of school, while more 
scope is given for flexibility in planning. 

It will be noted that the Regulations no 
longer require a hall to be provided in every 
infants’ school. Many authorities will, no 
doubt, continue to regard a hall as necessary 
in this type of school, but the Minister has 
thought it desirable to give more scope for 
experiment in different ways of meeting the 
requirements of the infant’s curriculum. 


(b) Secondary Schools—The minimum 
requirements for the one and two form 
entry sizes of school have been reduced. 
Experience has shown that all essential 
educational needs can be met within the 
smaller areas. Detailed suggestions will be 
found in the new edition of Building Bulletin 
No, 2A, referred to above. Minimum teach- 
Ing areas for sixth-form pupils are now 
included in the Regulations. 


Playing Fields 


Reductions have been made in the 
minimum requirements for most secondary 
schools. A full explanation of the principles 
underlying Regulations 15 and 16 will be 
published shortly in Building Bulletin No. 10 

New Schoo] Playing Fields.” It should be 
noted that the areas specified are minima; 
I some cases it will be necessary to acquire 
more than the Regulation area of land in 


order to provide the minimum facilities in 
terms of usable pitches, etc., because of 
obstructions or awkward shapes or levels of 
sites. 


Special Schools 


Requirements for playing fields have been 
separated from those for sites. The latter 
are common to all types of special school; 
the former will vary for different types. The 
new Regulation 37 covers only the require- 
ments of all-age special schools for educa- 
tionally sub-normal pupils of both sexes. 


Growing experience in the building of new 
special schools of this type has shown that 
minimum teaching areas can now be 
specified (Regulation 38). 


This circular cancels Circular 240, 


Circular 274: Limits of Costs 


Following is the text of Circular 274 
(dated April 23, 1954), which deals with 
the limits of cost for new schools: — 


(1) The Standards for School Premises 
Regulations, 1954, prescribe revised mini- 
mum areas of teaching accommodation for 
several sizes of primary and secondary 
schools. These changes involve conse- 
quential alterations in the current formula 
for calculating limits of net cost. 


(2) The new Building Regulations also 
include minimum areas of teaching accom- 
modation for all-age special schools for 
educationally sub-normal pupils. The 
Minister has therefore decided to control 
the cost of new day schools of this type by 
means of a limit of net cost per place. As 
with ordinary primary and _ secondary 
schools, this limit will be related to the 
minimum areas of teaching accommodation 
now prescribed in the Building Regulations. 

(3) The Minister has also decided that it 
is necessary to introduce new arrangements 
for calculating limits of cost for first instal- 
ments of the commoner sizes of secondary 
school. 


(4) The following paragraphs explain the 
various changes which are to be made in the 
current formula for calculating limits of net 
cost for new schools. It should be noted 
that all limits of net cost per place are 
quoted in terms of the prices for labour and 
materials ruling on December 31, 1952. The 
arrangements described in Circular 264 for 
adjusting these basic limits in step with 
changes in the Ministry’s index of educa- 
tional building costs will be continued until 
further notice. The current limits of net 
cost per place for the more usual types of 
school (together with the current limits of 
net cost per square foot for new colleges of 
further education) are given in the Apren- 
dix to this Circular; a revised Appendix, 
containing new limits of cost, will be pub- 
lished whenever the Ministry’s index of 
prices for labour and materials shows a 
change, either upwards or downwards, 
greater than two per cent. since the date of 
the previous announcement. 


New Primary Schools 


(5) The following Table A sets out the 
numbers of places which will be allowed for 
cost purposes, and the basic limits of net 
cost per place, for all sizes of primary school 
designed to comply with the 1954 Building 
Regulations. 


TABLE A 





Basic limit of 
Net cost per 
place 


With 
scullery 
only 


(4) 
£ 
140 
140 


Number 
of 

Number 

of pupils 


places 
for cost 
purposes 


Size of school 
With 
kitchen 





(1) 


One class ... 

Two class oe 

Three class (where 
number on roll 


(3) 


40 
65 
100 


does not exceed 
70) 


Four class (where 
number on _ roll 
does not exceed 
100) 

Five class 

number on roll 

Gees not exceed 


(where 


20) oa 

Three classes (1 f.e.| 120 
infant) 

Four class (1 
junior) 

Five class ... “ae 

Six class (2 f.e. in- 
fant) 

Seven class (1 fie. 
infant and junior) 
and larger 


f.e.| 160 
200 
240 


No. of 

classes 

multi- 

plied by 
40 

















(6) The limit of cost for an instalment of 
a new primary school will be the same as 
for a complete school of the instalment size. 


Complete New Secondary Schools 


(7) The current formula for calculating 
basic limits of cost for complete new 
secondary schools is described in Building 
Bulletin No. 2A. A second edition of this 
Bulletin, to be published shortly, will 
include the following changes in the current 
formula :— 


(a) one form entry secondary modern 
schools designed to cemply with the 1954 
Building Regulations will be allowed 170 
places for cost purposes; 


(b) two form entry secondary modern 
schools designed to comply with the 1954 
Building Regulations will be allowed 340 
places for cost purposes; 


(c) one and two form entry secondary 
schools designed to include sixth form 
accommodation, in accordance with the 1954 
Building Regulations, will be allowed 34 
additional cost places for every 30 sixth, 
seventh or eighth year pupils; 


(d) while there will be no change in the 
method of calculating limits of cost for 
schools providing clearly defined technical 
courses, schedules of accommodation and 
allowances of cost for one and two form 
entry schools of this kind should, in future, 
be based on the reduced rainimum areas of 
teaching accommodation prescribed in the 
1954 Building Regulations. 


(8) There will be no change in the basic 
limits of £240 per place for schools with 
kitchens and of £236 per place for schools 
with sculleries. 


First Instalments of New Secondary 
Schools 


(9) The second edition of Building 
Bulletin No. 2A will contain an entirely 
new section dealing with some of the prob- 
lems of design which arise with instalment 
building; the new section will also consider 
the implications of these problems on cost. 
In principle, however, the new arrangements 
for calculating limits of cost for first instal- 
ments of new secondary schools are as 
follows :— 


{a) The complete school of which the 
instalment is part must still be designed to 
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comply with the norma] limit of cost cal- 
culated on the basis described in the second 
edition of Building Bulletin No. 2A. Before 
approving final plans for the first instalment 
of a new school, the Minister will expect 
to see at least sketch plans (together with 
an analysis of areas and costs on form 
S.B.22) for the scheme as a whole in order 
to satisfy herself that this condition has 
been met. 


(b) The number of places allowed for cost 
purposes for the first instalment of a new 
school will be the same as for a complete 
school of the instalment size. Thus, a two 
form: entry instalment will be aliowed 340 
places for cost purposes. But the normal 
limit'of cost for a two form entry complete 
school may be exceeded to the extent shown 
in the following Table B. The current 
allowances of net cost obtained by using 
Table B for secondary modern schools are 
given in the Appendix to this Circular. 











TABLE B 
Percentage increase permitted in 
normal limit of total net cost where 
Size of the size of the complete schooi is: 
instalment 
2F.E.| 3 F.E.| 4F.E.| 5F.E.| 6-14 
F.E. 
IFES. .4. 19 (a) (a) (a) (a) 
Per cent} Per cent} Per cent]Per cent}/Per cent 
2 F.E. a 7k 74 7k 7h 
3 F.E. — - 3 
4F.E. — — = 24 14 
5-13 F.E. — oe — a Nil 














Note.—({a) One form entry instalments are very 
costly; every possible alternative should be explored 
before the building of such a project is proposed. 

(10) It is emphasised that these arrange- 
ments apply only to instalments which 
include at least the minimum area of teach- 
ing accommodation prescribed in the 1954 
Building Regulations for a complete school 
of the instalment size, and to instalments 
which differ from this description only in 
respect of classrooms added or omitted in 
accordance with the Appendix to Circular 
245. Limits of cost for instalments of other 
kinds (e.g., an instalment comprising only 
classrooms and practical rooms, to be used 
temporarily as an annexe to an existing 
school) should be agreed with the Ministry 
when the project is proposed for inclusion 
in an annual building programme. The 
method of costing will be to agree a reason- 
able total superficial area for the instalment, 
on the basis of a schedule of accommodation 
and a limit of cost per square foot for the 
agreed total area. 

(11) These arrangements will not enable 
authorities to design first instalments on a 
more generous basis than complete schools 
of the instalment size. The allowances of 
cost now permitted for certain sizes of instal- 
ment are intended to cover expenditure on 
areas and services which cannot sensibly be 
reduced in the first instalment below what 
will be needed when the deferred accommo- 
dation is built. The allowances therefore 
transfer expenditure from second or later 
instalments to the first instalment, but with- 
out necessarily increasing the cost of the 
scheme as a whole. 


Second and Later Instalments of New 

Secondary Schools 

(12) The basic limit of cost for a second 
instalment of a school built in two instal- 
ments will be the difference between the 
limit for the scheme as a whole and the 
approved net cost of the first instalment. 
This basic limit will be subject to periodic 
adjustment, in step with the changes in the 
Ministry’s index of educational building 
costs, in the same way as the limits of net 
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cost per place for complete new schools. 

(13) The limits of cost for the second and 
later instalments of a school built in more 
than two instalments will need to be specially 
calculated, according to the circumstances 
of each case. They should therefore be 
agreed with the Ministry when the project 
concerned is proposed for inclusion in an 
annual building programme. 


All-age Day Special Schools for 

Educationally Sub-normal Pupils 

(14) The following Table C sets out the 
numbers of places which will be allowed 
for cost purposes, and the basic limits of 
net cost per place, for the sizes of all-age 
day special schools for educationally sub- 
normal pupils for which minimum areas of 
teaching are prescribed in the 1954 Building 
Regulations : — 








TABLE C 
Number of | Basic limit 
Size of Number of | places for of net 
school pupils cost pur- cost per 
poses place 
_ @ (2) (3) (4) 
Five class 100 124 
Six class. 120 138 
Seven class ... 140 152 
£250 
Eight class ... 160 166 
Nine class ... 180 180 
Ten class 200 194 














(15) Limits of cost for other sizes and 
types of special school should be agreed 
with the Ministry, on the basis of a com- 
prehensive schedule of accommodation, when 
the project concerned is proposed for inclu- 
sion in an annual building programme. 


Administrative Arrangements 

(16) The revised arrangements for calcu- 
lating limits of cost will apply without excep- 
tion to all projects included in the 1955-56 
and later educational building programmes. 
Projects in earlier programmes may, at the 
Authority’s discretion, be planned on the 
basis of either :— 


(a) the 1951 Building Regulations and 
the current method of calculating limits 
of cost; or 


(b) the 1954 Building Regulations and 
the revised costing arrangements. 


When submitting plans and estimates of 
cost for the Minister’s comments or approval, 
the Authority are asked to state which set 
of requirements they have decided to 
follow. The Ministry will not be prepared to 
approve proposals which comply partly 
with (a) above and partly with (b). 

(17) This Circular cancels Circulars 253 
and 264. 

APPENDIX 
Limits of Cost for Educational Buildings 
1. On February 2, 1953, the Ministry’s index of 


educational building costs stood at 104 compared 
with 100 on December 31, 1952. 


Complete New Primary and Secondary Schools 


2. Until further notice, the limits of net cost per 
place for new primary and secondary schools will be 
as follows:— 





Limit of net cost per 








place 
Type of School With With 
scullery kitchen 
only 
’ £ £ 
Primary schools one ms 143 146 
Secondary modern, grammar, 
bilateral modern/grammar 
and comprehensive schools 246 250 


Limit of net cost per 
place calculated ac- 
cording to Building 
Bulletin No. 2A (less 
£4 per place if no 
kitchen is provided), 
plus 4 per cent. 


Secondary technical, bilatera! 
modern/technical, bilateral 
grammar/technical, and 
multilateral schools. 
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First Instalments of New Secondary Modern Schools 

3. Until further notice, the special allowances of 
net cost for first instalments of mew secondary 
— schools (‘‘ instalment allowances ’’) will be as 
ollows:— 











is 
Allowance above normal limit of 
; total net cost where the size of the 
_ Size of complete school is : 
instalment 
SFE. | 4F.E. |:‘SFE. | 6ke 
and 
larger 
—_. 
£ £ £ i 
2 F.E 6,375 6,375 6,375 6,375 
SPE — 6,375 | 5,100 | 3/895 
ro 2 a = — 4,250 | 2/559 
5 F.E. and larger — — —_— | Nil 











New All-age Day Special Schools for Educationaly 
Sub-normal Pupils — 

4. Until further notice, the limit of net cost per 
place for new all-age day special schools for edy. 
cationally sub-normal pupils of both sexes will be £260, 


New Colleges of Further Education 


5. Until further notice, the limits of net cost per 
square foot will be 52s. for workshop accommodation 
and 83s. for other accommodation. 


DRY ROT EXHIBITION 
To be Opened by Minister of Works 


Sir Davip EccLEs, the Minister of Works, 
has agreed to formally open a dry rot and 
woodworm exhibition, at the Royal Sanitary 
Institute, 90, Buckingham Palace-road, SWi, 
on May 12. The exhibition will subs. 
quently stay open until July 17. Members of 
the public will be admitted free of charge, 


_ Organised by the Royal Sanitary Institute 
in conjunction with the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research, the exhi- 
bition will draw attention, in the first place, 
to the virtues of wood as a building material 


Graphic examples of this will be provided 
by pictures of the panelling in St. George’ 
Chapel, Windsor, Hampton Court roof and 
Tut-Ank-Amen’s coffin which, it is claimed, 
have deteriorated very little with the pas- 
ing of the years. | 


Other exhibits will reveal the vast dama 
which can be brought about by dry rot and 
woodworm, damage which it is estimated 
costs the nation over £20m. annually in 
repairs. 

It is hoped that the exhibits will give 
practical hints not only in recognising th 
disease in its early stages but also in indica 
ting the most effective steps which shoul 
be taken to prevent its growth. 


BUILDING IN LIVERPOOL 
No Shortage of Licences 


SPEAKING in Liverpool recently Sir Davi 
EccLes, Minister of Works, said it was high 
time Liverpool’s honourable war-time scat 
were healed. 


He expressed the hope that there wouli 
be “ big building” in the city this year, ani 
that the amount would be three times whi! 
it was last year. Since January they had 
issued £750,000 licences against the sam: 
during the whole of last year, and he hal 
£100,000 waiting to be given very shortly. 


Sir David said he hoped the 10 per cet. 
investment allowance on building migi! 
“touch off” something of a_ clearant 
campaign in industrial and commercit 
premises. They in the Ministry cowl 
certainly come along with the licences ! 
they were wanted, he added. 

“We are starting on a great housing slum 
clearance campaign, and it is time 
started a campaign for industrial slum 
clearance,” he said. 
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BOOK 


CaASTLES— AN INTRODUCTION TO THE 
CASTLES OF ENGLAND AND WALES. By 
B. H. St. J. O’Neil, MA, FSA, Chief Inspec- 
tor of Ancient Monuments, Ministry of 
Works (HMSO, 3s. 6d.). 


PuHIS book is intended as a background 

to the study of the castles in the care 
of the Ministry of Works. As the author 
points out, much may be missed through 
lack of that background, and in what he 
describes as trying to fill the gap he has 
succeeded admirably in relating a popular 
subject to it. thus helping to correct the 
amateur’s tendency to “like the right things 
for the wrong reasons.” 


There is a healthy revival of popular 
interest in archeology, due to various causes 
not relevant here, but largely the war as a 
timely (and disturbing) reminder that 
positive steps have to be taken to preserve 
a heritage no longer valued merely for its 
picturesque decay. That interest ought to 
remain constructive and not degenerate into 
a mere second “ Gothick revival” of pass- 
ing fashion. 


As well as useful and authoritative, the 
booklet is therefore timely in helping the 
average intelligent person to “ put castles in 
their context ” and explaining their why and 
wherefore to a generation who, while not 
wanting their surroundings to wear period 
fancy dress, are on the whole more know- 
ledgeable than their forefathers about what 
the latter used merely as a copy-book. 

Castles are a nice easy field for this exer- 
cise while history continues to be taught 
through battles and kings. Also, having 
withstood more or less the slings and arrows 
of outrageous feudalism, they leave us quite 
a lot for comparative study. Mr. O’Neil’s 
painless treatment affords this: he leads us 
gently through the early ones, Rectangular 
and “Shell” Keeps, Round Towers, the 
13th Century, the Edwardian developments 
in North Wales, English Medieval Forti- 
fied Houses, and “Castles of Living and 
Maintenance,” while excursions into Mines 
and the Remedy and the Introduction of 
Firearms periodically relate the subject to 
its essential function in reflecting the 
development of contemporary military arts 
and sciences. 


This is as well, for our amateur enthu- 
siast is apt to forget that what he so admires 
for its esthetic and romantic content was 
strictly “functional” in a hard-boiled and 
not always Merrie England. The booklet 
contains a classified list of castles of special 
interest, dated where practicable: a glossary 
of descriptive terms; and a list of guide 
books available or in preparation. It is 
fully illustrated with photographs and plans 
chronologically arranged, but is not perhaps 
as imaginatively got-up as it might be, 
though decent and tidy. 


Corporately, the Ministry of Works has 
proved itself well aware of what is going on 
In the arts of “ projection” and presenta- 
tion. One need pull no punches—in this 
case, friendly digs—in suggesting that the 
sort of people this book is for are also 
interested in those arts. For the others, it 
would also do no harm to strip away some 
of the fustiness which tends to surround 
archeology. One suspects that the Ministry 
18 only waiting for encouragement to cross 
the narrow gap which occasionally divides 
its publications from something first-rate and 
elegant, as well as useful. B. M. 
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BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR 
Review of Exhibits 


THE 1954 British Industries Fair opens at Castle Bromwich (Birmingham), Earls 
Court, and Olympia (London) on Monday, May 3, and remains open until 
May 14. Below is our review of some of the exhibits. 


PREFABRICATED 
BUILDING SECTION 


i ‘ANUFACTURERS _ of prefabricated 

buildings exhibiting at the British 
Industries Fair in Earls Court. London, are 
combining as a temporary association for 
the occasion. Their first act is to issue a 
general invitation to the appropriate officers 
of all local government authorities in the 
country to visit the section during the Fair, 
from May 3 to 14, and to inspect the latest 
developments in the prefabrication industry. 


Last year the BIF inaugurated the pre- 
fabricated building section as an innovation, 
and it turned out to be fully as popular as 
was hoped. As a result the space allotted 
to the section has been increased this year 
and brought down from the first to the 
ground floor in Earls Court. Backing from 
the industry itself has been most encouraging 
and the range of exhibits on show will be 
more comprehensive. Some of the systems 
shown are illustrated in the pages following. 


Houses and Buildings on Show 


Several complete houses and public build- 
ings are being displayed, both for use in 
the United Kingdom and for the expanding 
overseas markets. A feature of the section 
will be the various types of construction 
specially designed for erection in tropical 
climates. Ease of erection and transport 
will also be stressed in most cases. 


From previous experience, manufacturers 
have found that there are many problems 
common to all, and have therefore decided 
to form themselves into an Association for 
the duration of the Fair, so as to handle 
these matters as a united body to the best 
advantage of all and to give considered 
advice to the Fair authorities. 

The objects of the Association are at 
present solely to co-operate with the BIF 
organisers and to deal with official repre- 
sentatives and bodies until the Fair is over. 


To ensure that all who are professionally 
and officially interested in prefabricated 
buildings have every incentive to visit the 
Fair, all architects, surveyors, engineers and 
town planners of local authorities through- 
out the country are asked to write to the 
Secretary, Room 4, BIF Prefabricated Build- 
ing Association, Lacon House. Theobalds- 
road, London, WC1. He will then forward 
them complimentary tickets for Earls Court 
available on any one day of the Fair. 


The list of manufacturers of prefabricated 
buildings forming the Association is as 
follows: Booth and Co. (England), Ltd., 34, 
St. James’s-street, London, SWI1; Bristol 
Aeroplane (Weston), Ltd., Oldmixon, 
Weston-super-Mare; Buckwyn Constructions, 
Ltd., Hare Hatch, Twyford, Berks; G. H. 
Burgess and Co., Ltd., Alpha Works, Have- 
lock-road, Southall, Middlesex; Cruden 
Houses. Ltd., Musselburgh, Midlothian, 
Scotland; Mobile Accessories Co. (London), 
Ltd., Mobile House, 9, Clifton-road, London, 
W9; Mod-X Structures, Ltd., 38, Holland 


Villas-road, London, W1; Neata Products 
(Cheltenham), Ltd., Leckhampton, Chelten- 
ham; H. Newsum, Sons and Co., Ltd., Car- 
holme-road, Lincoln; Reema Construction, 
Ltd., Milford Manor, Salisbury; SMD 
Engineers, Ltd. 2, Buckingham-avenue, 
Slough, Bucks. 





CASTLE BROMWICH 
Plant and Machinery 


The display of Aeraspray Associated, Ltd., 
179-213, Thimble Mill-lane, Birmingham, 7, will 
include a full range of spray gums, pressure 
feed containers, air rectifiers and accessories, 
including a new spray gun type G12, designed 
to produce a spray width up to 30in. wide 
when supplied from a pressure feed container, 
for rapid and even coating for large surfaces. 
In their range of air compressors they will be 
showing portable and stationary sets from 4 hp. 
to 10 hp. and powered by both electric motors 
and petrol/paraffin engines. Also on show will 
be a water wash spray booth, which is one of 
their standard type, and in addition to the 
vitreous enamelled screen has the usual features 
of washing chamber with unchokeable nozzles, 
filters of ample capacity and glazed roof panels 
with fluorescent lighting fittings. (Stand D, 734.) 


The Aerograph Co., Ltd., Lower Sydenham, 
London, SE26, will show a display for their 
latest designs of spray painting equipment. 
Their range includes gravity feed gums, suc- 
tion feed guns and pressure feed guns, includ- 
ing the type JGA spray gun. This year a new 
air cap and fluid tip combination No. 78 for 
the JGA has, it is claimed, made this gun 
capable of even greater finishing speed without 
any falling off in the quality of finish. Other 
items of the display will be air compressors, 
pressure feed tanks and, of interest to decora- 
tors and contractors, complete portable spray 
painting outfits ranging from a small, light- 
weight, low-priced outfit for medium size 
maintenance work to a large three-operator 
plant. Another feature will show the range of 
exhaust installations and spray booths manu- 
factured by the company. (Stand D. 509.) 


The Airscrew Co. and Jicwood, Ltd., Wey- 
bridge, Surrey, who are manufacturers of fan 
equipment for industry, including axial flow. 
centrifugal, cooling tower, wind tunnel and 
special aircraft fans, and who also specialise 
in welded aluminium construction for bulk and 
insulated transport of materials, will be 
exhibiting their Weybin bulk container and 
discharger for handling of granular and 
similar materials, in welded aluminium, a large 
centrifugal fan, and an _ aircraft contra- 
rotating cabin ventilation fan with casing of 
magnesium alloy. (Stand D, 726.) 

Auto Diesels, Ltd., Uxbridge, Middlesex, will 
be exhibiting a selection from their standard 
range of generating and lighting equipment from 
120 watt to 93.75 kVA. Generator sets for 
contractors’ use will be featured, and, in addi- 
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toda, models in the ‘ Floodmaster B” range of 
pumps will be shown for the first time. (Stand 
{229, Outdoor.) 


On their stand, Alfred Bullows and Sons, Ltd., 
Long-streect, Walsall, Staffordshire, will - be 
d>monstrating their Mark IV PR303E spray 
painting plant and will be showing the Bullows- 
Binks model 19 spray gun, which is the first 
result of a manufacturing agreement between 
Buliows and the Binks Manufacturing Co., of 


Chicago. Another exhibit will be the Bullows- 
Berridge rotating spindle automatic spray 
painting machine, for high-speed automatic 





PR303E spray unit. (Alfred 


painting 
Bullows and Sons, Ltd.) 


painting of articles of near circular section up 
to 2 maximum of 12 in. in diameter. Their well 
known standard range of spray painting 
equipment, including a ten feet wide working 
water wash booth will also be shown. (Stands 
D, 743 and 642 and 1354, Outdoor.) 


Coiour Sprays, Ltd., 64, Heath-street, Hamp- 
stead, NW3, will be showing a wide range of 
tm various types of spray equipment required 
for protective and decorative finishes, from the 
smail Artists’ Air Brush suitable for drawing 
Offices, etc., to the larger models and types of 
spray finishing equipment as are in use in pro- 
duction factories. The exhibit will also 
include a range of both stationary and portable 
air compressor plants with electric motor or 
petrol engine drive and these include single 
and twin cylinder models with vertical and 
horizontal air receivers. Among the specialised 
groducts will be air line filters, pressure reduc- 
ing valves and a typical spray booth unit. Of 
interest to the builder and decorator will be an 
improved version of their small low pressure 
paint spraying outfit. It is claimed that 
practically no lubrication is necessary apart 
from a grease gun very occasionally and at 
the same time the output of air has been in- 
creased. The price of this unit is £35. (Stand 
D, 600.) 


Diesel Equipment, Ltd., Cowley Mill-road, 
Uxbdridge,. Middlesex, will be exhibiting a 
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selection from their standard range of equip- 
ment from 500 w. to 40 kw. They will be show- 
ing two new items of equipment for the first 
time. One will be a range of close-coupled 
petrol engined equipments, both AC and DC, 
the other will be a 1 kw. equipment fitted with 
an air cooled diesel engine specially designed 
for builders and contractors use. (Stand C, 
728.) 


Felco Hoists, Ltd., 29, Cromwell-road, South 
Kensington, London, SW7, will be showing on 
their indoor stand triple gear chain blocks, 
electric chain and wire rope hoists, travelling 
trolleys, a new type equalising and adjuster 
sling, handy lifts, friction hoists and patented 
ratchet hoists fitted with -overload preventer. 
On their outdoor stand they will be showing 


their new power operated ‘ Quick Lift ” 
loader. (Stands D, 247 and 146, and 1235, 
Outdoor.) 

The exhibit of HEC Compressors and 


Engines, Ltd., Levis Works, Stechford, Birming- 


ham. 33, will comprise a range of air com- 
pressors, together with complete automatic 
units. All their compressors are single-stage, 


air cooled, operating generally at a maximum 
pressure of 150 lb. per sq. in. The range of 
displacement is from 1-21 cu. ft. per min. Both 
stationary and portable models will be on view, 
mostly available with either electric motor or 
petrol engine drive. A new model to be shown 
will be the Model 40. This is a larger version 
of the HJ and has been designed specially for 
direct coupling to 5 to 6hp. diesel engines. 
(Stands D, 739 and 638.) 

Hilmor, Ltd., 65, Calshot-street, King’s Cross, 
NI, will be exhibiting a comprehensive range 
of hand-operated, hydraulic, and motorised 
tube-bending machinery. The range includes 
portable machines for the plumber, electrical 
contractor and _— gasfitter, general-purpose 
machines for the allied engineering trades, and 
hand- and power-operated Mandrel benders for 
the production of full-bore bends without filling 
on extra short radii. (Stand D, 147.) 


The exhibits of C. H. Johnson (Machinery), 
Ltd., Adswood, Stockport, will include their 
Hylo-veyor and Loband loader combination, 
the MA type conveyor and the LA type con- 
veyor, the Johnson diesel dumper and a full 
range of self-priming pumps including the new 
design 4 in. diesel (Mk. XID. Other Johnson 
pumps will be featured with capacities ranging 
from 3,500 Imp. gph. to 23,000 gph. Among 
the concrete vibrators to be shown will be the 
new model IV flexible shaft drive immersion 
type vibrator (10,000 vpm.) fitted with a centri- 
fugal clutch which allows the flexible shaft to 
disengage and stop as the engine speed is cut 
to a predetermined level. The demonstration 
will show how the automatic overload protects 
the flexible shaft and a new style of rapid 
coupling for outer casing. Also the provision 
for low speed take-off point for the operation 
of a range of flexible drive attachments for 
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Model IV immersion type concrete vibrator. 
(C. H. Johnson (Machinery), Ltd.) 


buffing, grinding, polishing and drilling. Other 
exhibits will include the Johnson super 
rammer, the Frog rammer, the Johnson V8 
compressor, the Mixrite concrete mixer and the 
Markrite line marker. (Stands 1339 and 1238, 
Outdoor.) 


Kwikform, Ltd., Waterloo-road, Birming- 
ham, 25, will be exhibiting some new compon- 
ents for use in conjunction with their range of 
building and civil engineering equipment. To 
meet the need for a comprehensive yet inexpen- 
sive range of props, they have introduced the 

“ Kwikprop ” which gives, in four sizes, a 
range from 5 ft. 7in. to 15 ft. Also shown 
will be their unit frame scaffolding system, now 
improved by provision for mobile towers and 
gantries. Their recently introduced unit frame 
bridging system, for spans up to 70 feet without 
intermediate support, will be of interest to 
civil engineers. Included in their range of 
formwork will be the two component sus- 
pended formwork system and the wall form- 
work system, claimed to be highly suitable for 
‘* No-Fines ’” construction besides the tradi- 
tional methods. Another exhibit will be their 
flexible formwork and the stand will give 
examples of its application to tanks, silos, 
bridge arches, etc. (Stands B, 613 and 1307 and 
1206, Outdoor.) 


The complete range of ‘‘ Laco” precision 
pipe-bending machines will again be exhibited 
by Lawler, Ayers and Co., Ltd., 54, Old Broad- 
street, EC2, and several new models have 
improved capacity and refinements in design. 
Of particular interest, the LH 100 hydraulic 
pipe bender, which in standard form has a 
capacity for bending class B and C steam barrel 
up to 2 in. diameter, this range can, with the 
addition of its major head attachment, be 
increased up to 3 in. nominal bore capacity. 
The “‘ Rapid-Bend”’ machine will be exhibited 
for the first time and, in addition to copper 
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Model of Mark VII Alframe using aluminium hollow box section. 





THE ALFRAME BUILDING 


Exhibitors 
SMD ENGINEERS, LTD. 


(THE main feature of the stand of SMD 

Engineers, Ltd., is the quarter-scale 
model of the Mark VII Alframe works and 
industrial building. This building, which is 
notable for its clear floor area and 
unobstructed headroom, uses an extremely 
strong and rigid aluminium extrusion for 
its main frames. By employing a hollow 


box section, it has been possible to keep the 
framework completely unencumbered and 
also to render the erection extremely simple. 
It is claimed that a structural member of 
this 
aluminium. 


type could only be produced in 
(Stand R, 5, Earls Court.) 
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tube bending, the machine will now have 
attachments for the bending of solid drawn 
bing. Additionally, the “Laco” range of 
hand tools for constructors and engineers, in- 
cduding hinged-type pipe vices, hole-cutting 
tools and tile cutters, will be augmented by a 
new fixator pulley. (Stand D, 104.) 


Levis, Ltd., Levis Works, Stechford, Birming- 
ham, 33, will be showing one of their two- 
sroke engines, an 80 cc. power unit complete 
with clutch, claimed to be ideally suited for 
power cycles, lawn mowers and small portable 
equipment requiring an economical power unit. 
(Stand D, 739.) 


R. A. Lister and Co., Ltd., Dursley, 
Gloucestershire, will be confining their exhibit 
to three models of their power loaders. These 
machines are designed to accomplish essential 
lifting and loading or unloading tasks both 
indoors and outdoors, and the smallest of these 
loaders, model PL6, will be seen for the first 
time. This product is suitable for lifting from 
ground to lorry level. The PL12, with a 16-ft. 
track, has a maximum delivery height of 12 ft., 
while the 24-ft. model has a maximum loading 
height of 18 ft. All three models are powered 
by a 400/440 AC, 3-phase electric motor with a 
reversing switch. (Stand D, 205.) 


The stand of Lyte Ladders, Ltd., Lyte 
Works, Rogerstone, Newport, Monmouthshire, 
wil consist of a comprehensive display of 
single and extension ladders, step ladders, 
painters’ trestles, fruit picking ladders, tripods, 
etc. Other items of special interest, are the 
heavy duty single pole ladder and the heavy 
duty extension ladder. These ladders are 
claimed to be free from twist’ and to have 
minimum deflection. ‘ Lyte’ products are 
constructed wholly from aluminium alloy and 
besides being light they are free from rust and 
require no cleaning. An additional item will be 
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their new lightweight steps, which have a fold- 
ing platform at 3ft. 10in. and weigh only 
20 lb. (Stand B, 306.) 


A range of Onions open-bowl scrapers 
will be exhibited for the first time by Jack 
Olding and Co., Ltd., Hatfield, Herts, including 
three new models. Other exhibits will include 
the } cu. yd. Hendrix lightweight dragline 
bucket, the Onions Model 10 cable control 
unit specially designed for the Fordson Major 
MK. III with county full tracks, and the Barber- 
Greene 804 Mixall. Also on show will be 
Vickers tractors and their matched equipment, 
Onions cable control units and_ rippers, 
Barber-Greene ditchers and finishers, Elstree 
heat planer, Gallion motor grader and Hendrix 
lightweight dragline buckets. (Stands 1347 and 
1246, Outdoor.) 


The full range of sizes of Rawlplugs and 
Rawltools will be shown by The Rawiplug Co., 
Ltd., Cromwell-road, London, SW7, together 
with a_ special exhibit demonstrating the 
practical applications of Rawlplugs from the 
tiny No. 3 ( in.) to No. 30 (1 in.) which will 
take a direct load of four tons. For demonstra- 
tions of hole boring and making fixings with 
Rawlplug tools and devices a special brick and 
concrete wall will be erected on the stand. This 
will enable visitors to judge the merits of the 
respective demonstrations and also carry out 
tests themselves. An item of interest will be 
the demonstrations of the masonry cutting 
speeds of the New Process Durium drills. These 
drills are claimed to cut through brick, tile, 
cement, slate, marble, terra cotta and the like, 
but because of the new process ensuring 
exceptional hardness of the tip, the cutting life 
is retained for very long periods. Another 
interesting exhibit will be the Rawlplug drill- 
hammer. As its name implies this is an 
attachment which, when fitted to an electric 





An impression of a two-classroom school building in the Bristol Mark III system of permanent 
aluminium construction developed for use in the tropics. 


THE BRISTOL TROPICAL SCHOOL 
Exhibitors 
THE BRISTOL AEROPLANE CO., LTD. 


A NEW type of “Bristol” permanent 
aluminium building—the Mark III two- 
classroom school—designed for use in 
Yopical and sub-tropical areas, forms part 
of the exhibit. of the Bristol Aeroplane Co., 
3 Also shown is a large Mark 
building, comprising a reception lounge 
wise by a complete hospital operating 


In the Mark III building particular atten- 
tion has been paid to transport problems, 
resistance to corrosion, and thermal insula- 
tion, and the building is designed to stand 
wind velocities of 65 m.p.h. ; 

The exterior skinning of the aluminium 
roof and walls of Mark III buildings are 
given a grey matt finish by a chemical treat- 
ment which not only eliminates sun glare 





771 


drill, converts its rotary motion to a percussion 
action, each revolution producing a_ blow. 
(Stand C, 707.) 


The Tilley Lamp Co., Ltd., 15, Sackville- 
street, London, W1, will be showing a com- 
plete range of their industrial lamps on their 
stand. As many of these are hanging lamps 
it has been difficult to display them in the past 
but special arrangements have now been made 
and they will all be shown lit and operating, 
enabling the trade to compare their respective 
merits. (Stand B, 601.) 

The Villiers Engineering Co., Ltd., Marston- 
road, Wolverhampton, will be exhibiting the 
Villiers range of both two-stroke and four- 
stroke air-cooled engines from 4+ to 5 hp. For 
approved applications they are now able to 
offer their four-stroke engines for high-speed 
running with consequent increase in power out- 
put. An entirely new engine to be exhibited is 
the Mark 15 model. This engine, inter- 
changeable dimensionally with the Mark 10/12, 
develops 1.6 hp. at 2,000 rpm., and 2 hp. at 
2,500 rpm., and has been designed for 
machines requiring high torque over a wide 
speed range with particular emphasis on good 
pulling at lower speeds. Another innovation is 
the provision of a kickstarter to the Mark 10 
and Mark 12 engines when required. They 
will also be displaying a range of industrial 
freewheels and sprockets. (Stand D, 341.) 

The exhibit of F. E. Weatherill, Ltd., Union- 
row, London, N17, will include their 3? cu. yd. 
hydraulic loading shovel fitted with rear power- 
take-off which will be coupled to the John 
Allen (Oxford), Ltd., “* Atos” trencher attach- 
ment. They claim that this machine is unique 
in offering the advantage of a rear power take- 
off on a loading shovel and the object of this 
particular display is to draw it to the atten- 
tion of builders, contractors, and others who 


but lengthens the life of the aluminium by 
increasing its already high resistance to 
corrosion. An adequate airflow through 
the roof space is ensured by ventilation 
openings at the eaves and at the base of the 
barrel vault on both sides. Ceilings of 
ribbed aluminium sheet, also with a grey 
matt finish, are provided with a glass-wool 
blanket overlaid to give thermal and acous- 
tic insulation. 


The inner lining of the walls, which have 
a horizontally ribbed outer skin, is of a 
non-combustible wallboard made from 
asbestos fibre and diatomaceous earth. The 
board is proof against vermin, rot and 
extreme humidity. Between the outer and 
inner skins is a glass-wool blanket 14 in. 
thick, which gives the solid wall a thermal 
insulation value equal to that of an 11-in. 
cavity brick wall. Side walls have sliding 
windows and adjustable aluminium louvres, 
the windows being arranged so that two- 
thirds of the glazed area on each side of the 
building can be opened, thus ensuring 
excellent cross ventilation. 


Internal partitions are made from wood- 
wool slabs surfaced on both sides with 
vermiculite plaster or similar material and 
provide adequate acoustic insulation be- 
tween rooms. The frames of the windows 
and doors are of aluminium; doors have 
aluminium-skinned solid portions and 
glazed panels of quarter-inch Georgian 
wired polished plate. 


The buildings are delivered to site in 
strong timber cases. Erection, it is claimed, 
is swift and simple, since all joints are made 
by bolting or screwing through pre-drilled 
holes, and the minimum of skilled labour 
and no special equipment are required. A 
skilled technician can be supplied by the 
company to supervise erection and to train 
local labour. (Stand R, 19, Earls Court.) 
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may wish to put the machine to a further series 
of tasks when it is not required on normal load- 
ing shovel duties. Other items in this display 
will be the 2 cu. yd. hydraulic coke loader, the 
3 cu. yd. “Hi-Tip” type loading shovel, 
the ? cu. yd. hydraulic overloader and the 
“Epping Auto-Shunter.” (Stands 1108 and 
1209, Outdoor.) 


Wolf Electric Tools, Ltd., Pioneer Works, 
Hangar-lane, London, WS, will have on dis- 
play and demonstration a complete range of 
their electric tools. The exhibit will include 
some new additions to their range and among 
these there is a recently introduced 3 in. port- 
able electric belt sander—Type BS3. Of 
interest to all in the automotive industry will 
be a new heavy duty precision valve refacer— 
Type SR54—while portable electric saws will 
be featured in two models—Types RS7 and 
RS10. The range of drills from }in. up to 
14 in. capacity, screwdrivers, sanders, blower, 
6in. and 8in. bench and pedestal grinders, 
portable grinders, flexible shaft grinders and a 
die grinder kit, hammer and wall-plugging kit, 
together with the range of Wolf electric solder- 
guns and soldering irons, complete the display. 
(Stands C, 603 and 502.) 


Structural Components and 
Materials 


W. H. Colt (London), Ltd., Surbiton, Surrey, 
are exhibiting Colterro clay lath, which is a 
base for ceilings, domes, inside and outside 
walls. Colterro is a coppered wire mesh with 
clay crosses electrically-kilned on at the inter- 
sections, which is claimed to provide an imme- 
diate and unbreakable “ key ” with the mortar, 
cutting out wastage of the rendering through 
droppings. Also exhibited will be the Colt 
chimney cowl which is manufactured in anti- 
corrosive hardened aluminium and has no mov- 
ing parts. A part of the stand will be 
constructed of the company’s Canadian cedar- 
wood roofing shingles, which will demonstrate 
the properties of this roofing material. On 
the same stand Colt Ventilation, Ltd., Surbiton, 
Surrey, will be exhibiting their natural and 
powered ventilation equipment for industrial 
and domestic purposes. (Stand B, 506.) 


Henry Hope and Sons, Ltd., Birmingham, 
will be showing their new system of continuous 
fenestration, ‘* Windogrid,’’ which covers two 
storeys of the stand from ground level upwards 
and clearly illustrates its possibilities as a con- 
tinuous facade of steel, aluminium and glass 
for buildings of all types. This is flanked by 
a wall created with vertical sidewall patent 
glazing, using their aluminium glazing bars and 
clear glass. Tests will also be carried out on 








SD4e drill and stand with machine vice in 
position. (Wolf Electric Tools, Ltd.) 
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A building in course of construction which incorporates the products that are being shown at 
the British Industries Fair by Crudens, Ltd. 


THE CRUDEN BUILDING 
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Exhibitors 
CRUDENS, LTD. 


(RUDENS, LTD., of Musselburgh, Mid- 

lothian, are exhibiting a building 160 
ft. long and which is formed by using 11 of 
their rigid steel frames of 33 ft. 4 in. span 
spaced at 16 ft. with 5 in. by 24 in. steel 
channel purlins. Side walling and gable 
walling in this instance is of brick. 

The whole of the steel work was assembled 
on the ground and erected on a prepared 
foundation by two semi-skilled men, a 
crane driver and crane in 13 hours. In 


some remote areas, manhandling may be 
necessary and on trial the firm have found 
that using a 25 ft./35 ft. pole it takes 
approximately two hours for two semi- 
skilled men and six labourers, including the 
erection of the pole. The exhibit at the 
BIF is a single 12 ft. bay, using two of the 
frames shown in the photograph; siding and 
gable are of a light material.for which the 
firm can supply sub-frames. (Stand R, 20, 
Earls Court.) 








the company’s steel door frames to demonstrate 
their load-bearing properties without a lintel. 
Other exhibits will include a_ standard 
“ Picture ’”’ window with venetian blinds, their 
combined window and jalousie for tropical 
climates; their double patent glazing, which is 
claimed to reduce heat loss by 50 per cent., 
and a Perspex domelight. (Stands B, 415 and 
320.) 


Apart from a general display of metal pro- 
ducts in copper, aluminium and their alloys, 
which will be seen on the stand of Imperial 
Chemical Industries, Ltd., Metals Division, 
Kynoch Works, Witton, Birmingham, 6, there 
will be a_ special exhibit showing specific 
applications in the building, transport and 
electrical industries. Modern developments in 
the use of Kynal aluminium alloy for roofing 
will be shown; in particular, the Kynalok 
secret-fix cladding system for roofs and walls, 
which is adaptable to any wood or metal frame 
structure. Uses of Kudampro copper damp 
course strip, ICI copper expansion joint strip 
for concrete structures and Terrabond serrated 
brass or aluminium strip for terrazzo work 
will be illustrated, as will tubes and fittings for 
gas, water and waste services. The exhibit of 
ICI Plastics Division, Black Fan-road, Welwyn 
Garden City, Hertfordshire, will include Pers- 
pex ‘acrylic sheet, rod and tube, and corrugated 
Perspex. This is available in most standard 
profiles and in the form of curved corrugated 
sheets for flat roofs. (Stands D, 409 and 308 
and D, 619.) 





The range of products and services manv- 





factured by the Ruberoid Co., Ltd., will & 
shown on their stand. A full-sized model wil 
represent a typical built-up roof laid to one of 
the standard Ruberoid specifications, a section 
of Ruberdal roof flashings to parapet walls and 
step flashings. Zylex reinforced slaters’ felt wil 
be shown fixed across open rafters. A nev 
grade of Zylex, aluminium surfaced reinforced 
Zylex, will also be seen. It is claimed that th 
aluminium surface adds considerably to th 
insulation value of this material. Other new 
products on show will be their reinforced Kraft 
paper and the range of Ruberine paifis 
Ruberoid slates will be prominently displayed 
(Stand B, 423.) 


The floor of the stand of Stelcon (Industri 
Floors), Ltd., Cliffords Inn, London, EC4, wil 
be formed with their anchor steel plates ati 
steel clad flags, which, it is claimed, have bet? 
widely used both at home and abroad in maj) 
types of factories because of their dustles, 
hygienic and wear resistant qualities. 
structure of the stand will incorporate “ Stel 
con” storage wall units which provide ! 
solution to the problem of storing loose b 
materials, such as coal, coke, gravel, scrap, ¢ 
and have a wide range of applications in mal) — 
industries. Made of reinforced concrete, thes 
are self-supporting and can retain loads agalls 
either or both sides  simultancously °F 
separately. Rearrangement or resiting, | 
necessary, can be carried out with the minimu 
of delay. (Stand D, 423.) 
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Services and Heating 





Berry’s Electric, Ltd., Tourbutton House, 
Newman-street, WI, will display a full range of 
period reproduction models with modified heat- 
ing element assemblies. This heating -system 1s 
also incorporated in a new log basket grate 
which can be installed in an open fireplace or 
used to mask the narrower opening of a slow- 
combustion grate. Decorative lighting fittings 
will also be represented, with a selection of 
period reproduction chandeliers. ‘* Viking” 
switchgear and accessories will be displayed on 
the industrial side, together with the 14-gallon 
and 24-gallon ‘“‘ New Look” water heater. 
(Stands C, 507 and 406.) 


Featured for the first time on the stand of 
Keith Blackman, Ltd., Mill Mead-road, Totten- 
ham, N17, will be the ‘ Tornado” 33-in. 
diameter, 5.6-h.p. trunnion-mounted marine-type 
axial fan. Its impeller has true aerofoil section 
blades cast in aluminium-silicon alloy, and it is 
directly driven by a shunt-compound wound DC 
motor. Accessibility of the motor and impeller 
is aided by two large quick-release access doors 
which can be lifted off their hinges in confined 
spaces. The fan has a volume of 15,000 cfm, a 
pressure Of 1.64 ins. twg., and a speed of 1,340 
tpm. Also on display for the first time will 
be the 16-in. type APA propeller-axial fan 
designed for quiet operation under free air or 
light resistance conditions. (Stands D, 521 and 
418.) 


The exhibit of Bratt Colbran, Ltd., 10, 
Mortimer-street, W1, will consist of a display of 
gas heating equipment, including overhead 
radiant gas heaters, designed for public and in- 
dustrial buildings where an even spread of 
warmth is necessary. They can be suspended 
from ceilings or fixed on walls, and several 
models will be on show, from the “ Junior ” for 
use in shops, offices and smaller buildings to the 
large “Senior” type intended for the heating 
of large buildings, factories or semi-open work- 
shops, etc. Industrial Radiant Units will also 
be featured. (Stand D, 656.) 


On the stand of Dallow Lambert and Co., 
Ltd., Spalding-street, Leicester, will be displayed 
a representative range of dust _ control 
equipment, to include for the first time the 
“Auto-Shaker,” which will be shown in 
operation, fitted to a ‘“‘ Dustmaster”’ unit dust 
collector. This device consists of a slow-speed 
geared motor and control gear. When the fan 
is switched off, the shaker is in operation for a 
set period of time, and re-sets itself after com- 
pletion of the cycle. During this period it is 
impossible to restart the fan. Also on view 
will be a pneumatic conveying plant, in which 
the material is introduced into the pressure main 
by means of a venturi feeder. (Stands D, 427 
and 326.) 


fr 


eT] 





“Tornado” 12 in. axial (ring mounted) fan. 
(Keith Blackman, Ltd.) 
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THE FRANKTON BUNGALOW 


Exhibitors 
MOBILE ACCESSORIES CO. (LONDON), LTD. 


(THE walls of this bungalow consist of a 

mild steel angle frame 4 ft. wide by 
8 ft. high filled with Eternit asbestos wall- 
board. Roof principals consist of mild steel 
roof trusses (in two sections) to the main 





&® 


View of the end elevation of the Frankton 
bungalow erected at the exhibitor’s works. 


house spaced at 12 ft. centres and the roof 
is covered with Eternit asbestos sheets. 
Ceilings are of hardboard. The bungalow has 
metal windows and hardwood doors. The 
internal partitioning panels consist of timber 
frames, tongued and grooved together and 
filled with “ Fairolyte ” board. This material 
consists of outside skins of asbestos cement 
permanently bonded to one inner layer of 
insulation board. Thus a “ sandwich”’ is 
formed, the outside skins being fire-resisting 
and the inner core providing sound and 
thermal insulation. (Stand R, 10, Earls 
Court.) 
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Plan of the bungalow. 








Dimplex, Ltd., of Totton, near Southampton, 
Hants, will be showing their permanently oil- 
filled electric radiators and pressed steel water 
radiators. The “ Gastight ” radiators have been 
specially designed for use in hospitals, operating 
theatres, etc., and are fitted with a manual reset 
excess temperature cut-out within the terminal 
head. Should blankets or other coverings be 
draped over the radiator and cause over-heating 
the cut-out will operate at approximately 230 
degrees F. These radiators are available with 
loadings from 4+ kw to 2 kw in the panel type, 
and there are two-column types with loadings of 
14 kw and 2 kw. Flameproof radiators will be 
featured which are designed for installation in 
spray booths, paint stores, and similar situations. 
(Stand C, 715.) 


Featured on the stand of Glow-Worm Boilers, 
Ltd., Milford, near Derby, will be a model 
house showing the Danish method of complete 
house heating by a central stove. The 
A.25 fully automatic boiler on display will 
provide hot water on only two fuellings a day 
due to its extra large fuel capacity. The water 
temperature is controlled by a thermostat. Also 
shown will be the ‘“ Ecclesbourne” fire with 
back boiler to take radiators. This consists of a 
firebrick back with a seating and flueway to 
accommodate a large high-efficiency back boiler 
and a damper gear to regulate the open fire and 
the boiler output. A standard all-night burning 
fire is fitted. (Stand B, 308.) 


Hattersley Bros. Ltd., Swinton, Mexborough, 
Yorks, will display a representative selection of 
“Swinton” solid fuel appliances, including 
officially approved types of combination grates, 
heating stoves, and continuous-burning open 
fires, also general engineering castings. A new 
exhibit will be the ‘“* Forum” back-boiler unit. 
so designed that the heat passes under and 
around the back of the boiler, up the flueways 
extending through the boiler itself. This process 
transfers greater heat from the flue gases before 
reaching the top of the boiler. The fuels recom- 
mended are coke, anthracite or coal, and con- 
sumption varies from approximately 3 Ib. per 
hour for normal burning, down to .6 lb. per hour 
under overnight burning conditions. The boiler 
has a domestic rating of 20,000 BTUs per hour. 
(Stand A, 600.) 


A system of house warming by the ducting of 
heated air will be shown by Radiation, Ltd., 
Radiation House, Stratford-place, W1, by which 
the whole house can be warmed and hot water 
provided from one thermostatically controlled 
self-contained unit that can be solid fuel-burn- 
ing or gas-burning. The first installation is 


designed to burn any domestic fuel as nearly 
smokelessly as possible, and uses the down- 
draught principle. The unit is fitted with a heat 
exchanger and a 40-gallon hot-water storage 
cylinder; and primary down-draught and cross- 
draught air as well as secondary air is admitted 
in automatically controlled amounts. It has a 
rated output of 35,000 BThU/hr. and an overall 
efficiency of 65 to 80 per cent., according to out- 
put. The gas-burning installation consists of a 
gas-burner chamber, single-tube heat exchanger 
and an integral draught diverter. This has a 
space heating output of 40,000 BThU/hr. and an 
Operating efficiency of 75 per cent. 


Triplex Foundry, Ltd., Great Bridge, Staffs, 
will be showing a range of cookers and boiler 
grates, including their type “A” continuous- 
burning boiler grate with a 16-in. fire. This has a 
concealed front plate which can be raised at 
night to provide extra firebox capacity, and a 
block boiler capable of heating a 25/30-gallon 
cylinder. Its average output when burning coke 
is 9,000 BTUs per hour with the damper open or 
7,000 BTUs per hour with the damper closed. 
The overall width of the grate is 20 in., and the 
fire front is available in a range of porcelain 
enamel finishes. (Stand B, 505.) 


Paints, Finishes, Preservatives 





A selection from the range of paints manu- 
factured by T. and W. Farmiloe, Ltd., 
Rochester-row, Westminster, will be exhibited 
on their stand, including Nine Elms enamel 
paint, hard gloss paint, emulsion paint, Faromat, 
oil bound water paint, Britewall water paint. 
implement paint, virgin white undercoating, 
white lead paint and Ceilingite. Other Farmiloe 
products will also be on show, including Farotex 
roofing compound, sheet lead, lead pipe, brass- 
work, sanitary fittings, self-sealing traps and 
lead bends of all descriptions. (Stand B, 500.) 


Jenolite, Ltd., 43, Piazza-chbrs., Covent 
Garden, London, WC2, who specialise in com- 
bating corrosion by chemical pre-treatment and 
in a variety of other industrial chemical 
specialities, will be showing their rust remover 
and neutraliser (RRN) for the removal and pre- 
vention of corrosion on metalwork in almost 
every branch of industry. Where this material 
is used on outdoor structural sites, rain, or the 
effects of early morning dew, tend to weaken 
the exposed phosphate coating and thus 
jeopardise the protective scheme. To overcome 
this problem a chemical sealer has been evolved 
for use specifically in conjunction with RRN, 
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and this will be shown on the stand. Also 
exhibited will be their paint stripper, for brush 
application, PS1, which is claimed to be particu- 
larly suitable for removing synthetic enamel and 
cellulose, together with a solution for etching 
the surface of aluminium before painting, 
aluminium keying solution (AKS), which, it is 
said, helps to anchor paint to metal, and also to 
inhibit corrosion. (Stand B, 221.) 


Metal Processes, Ltd., 758-786, Kingsbury- 
road, Erdington, Birmingham, 24. were. it is 
claimed. the first British firm to market metal 
finishes by chemical immersion without the use 
of electric current. On their stand they will 
have a long row of tanks heated by gas-rail 
burners and containing all their various dipping 
solutions, in order that visitors can carry out 
sample immersions of small metal plaques with 
the assistance of demonstrators. The principal 
exhibit will be the chassis of a Cooper racing 
car. Other exhibits will be shown ranging 
from parts of a steel girder down to the small 
parts of clocks and watches. (Stand D, 229.) 


Monsanto Chemicals, Ltd., 8, Waterloo-place, 
London, SWI, will exhibit on the chemical 
industries’ combined stand. Products and 
themes chosen for display are Lustrex poly- 
stvrene for industrial plastic mouldings; 
Aroclors as capacitor impregnants and heat 
transfer media; Pyroclor as a transformer fluid; 
Silesters, organic silicon chemicals. for use in 
the foundry trade; Permasan and Permasan 116 
for use in wood preservation: and sodium ben- 
zoate for corrosion inhibition. Permasans are 
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pentachlorophenol-based wood preservatives. 
Permasan No. 1 is for general use, Permasan 
No. 2 is a quick-drying preservative and Per- 
masan 116 is a water-repellent grade which, in 
addition to being non-staining, is claimed to 
reduce variation in moisture content, to reduce 
warping and shrinkage, and to protect against 
fungal and insect attack. Included in this sec- 
tion is a display featuring Santobrite, Mon- 
santo’s sodium pentachlorophenate, which is 
incorporated in oil or water-based paints to 
render the painted surface fungicidal. (Stands 
C. 617 and 516.) 


The exhibit of Sealocrete Products, Ltd., 
Atlantic Works, Hythe-road, London, NWI1O0, 
will include Sealocrete, Sealantone, Sealantex, 
Sealocure, and Bituseal products for water- 
proofing, colouring, hardening, decorating, and 
curing of cement, concrete, asbestos, and allied 
building materials, as well as waterproof, dust- 
proof, oilproof, coloured granolithic floorings. 
Also shown will be their coloured cork flooring 
compound, the light duty flooring for use in 
houses, holiday camps, hospitals, hotels, etc. 
Specimens of coloured cement work in many 
shades illustrating a few types of finishes for 
wall renderings, etc., asbestos-cement, cement, 
concrete, and brickwork will be seen showing 
how Sealocrete liquid stain colours and affords 
them protection. A practical demonstration 
will show how existing dusty cement and con- 
crete floors are dustproofed, oilproofed, and 
hardened, using Sealocrete concrete surface 
dressing. New products which will be shown 
for the first time are an oil- and acid-resisting 





HYPERLITE CONSTRUCTION 


Exhibitors 
G. H. BURGESS AND CO., LTD. 


YPERLITE is basically a flexible system 

of frame and panel construction that 

provides permanent, demountable or mobile 

buildings from standard components which 

are designed specifically for easy handling 
and speedy erection by unskilled labour. 

All Hyperlite structural components are of 
light alloy, a fully heat-treated alloy approved 
for structural purposes, having extreme 
strength and ductility with a high resistance 
to all forms of corrosion, thus dispensing 
with the need for painting or other forms 
of protective treatment. Hyperlite structural 
components are manufactured to close 
engineering tolerances ensuring full inter- 
changeability. 

Standard roof trusses are constructed at 
224 deg. pitch with purlins at 4 ft. centres 
to accommodate aluminium or asbestos roof 
sheets. The roof structure is, however, 
stressed to support heavier types of roofing 
at wind pressures up to 100 mph. Trusses 
are designed to accommodate truss extensions 
for eaves overhang up to 6 ft. unsupported. 

For the ceilings, 2 ft. wide timber framed 
panels faced with insulation board are fixed 
between the bottom T sections of the trusses 
and beams with an overlay of glass quilt. 
Additional insulation may be provided if 
required. 

External wall panels are timber framed 
2ft. wide by 2} in. thick and from 8 ft. to 
10 ft. high according to ceiling height. 
Standard panels are clad with } in. asbestos 
sheet as outer skin and } in. insulating 
board as inner skin; 1 in. wood wool slabs 
are fixed internally to 1 in. battens in con- 
junction with 1 in. glass wool quilt. Window 
panels are of similar construction and include 
light alloy or steel windows and frames, 
complete with flyscreens if required. Door 
panels are 4 ft. wide and include doors and 
frames. Door, window and plain panels 
are interchangeable within the structure, 


thus affording scope for variation of plan- 
ning. 

Internal partitions are of panel construc- 
tion, similar to external walls, being clad 
on both sides to suit internal cladding of 
external panels, infilling only being applied 
where sound insulation is required. 

Hyperlite buildings are normally designed 
to be erected on concrete rafts. A number 
of floor finishes may be applied, such as 
wood blocks, thermoplastic or other types 
of tiles. Prefabricated timber floors can be 
provided and may be used in conjunction 
with a fabricated steel raft where complete 
mobility is required. 

Built-in wardrobes, linen and cloak cup- 
boards, larder and other cupboard accom- 
modation is provided as required. Kitchen 
layouts are designed to suit clients’ kitchen 
furniture specification. 

The plumbing unit is entirely prefabricated 
and complete with all sanitary fittings. 
Electric installation is of the prefabricated 
harness type and is complete with main 
switch and fuse- box, cooker control unit, 
light switches and power outlets. Air con- 
ditioning plant and ducting if required is 
designed to suit local conditions. 

The thermal insulation value of the whole 
building may be reliably calculated from the 
insulation value of the panels as the method 
of securing the panels into the structure 
avoids continuity of metal from inside to 
outside faces.of walls. Panel insulation and 
cladding may be varied to suit individual re- 
quirements, 

No skilled labour is required for erection 
and it has been found by practical experience 
that a bungalow 42 ft. by 26 ft. incorporating 
a verandah may be erected by unskilled 
national labour in 500 man hours. The only 
tools necessary for erection are 4 in. spanners 
and screw-drivers, which are provided with 
each building. (Stand R, 9, Earls Court.) 
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sealer, an oil- and acid-resisting paint, and 
stone sealer. (Stand B, 614.) 


Zinc Alloy Rust-Proofing Co., Ltd., Shake. 
speare-street, Wolverhampton, will show 
examples of architectural ironwork rust-proofed 
by the Sherardizing process. The stand will 
form a technical information bureau where 
visitors will be able to obtain full particulars of 
the process, its cost, and details of the uses to 
which it can be put in the various trades. The 
company do not manufacture architectural iron. 
work, but specialise in carrying out Sherardiz. 
ing for the actual makers of such items as stee| 
casements, metal trim, electrical conduit, iron 
door furniture, nails, nuts, bolts, washers, gate 
fittings, etc. (Stand B, 726.) 


Equipment and Fittings 





A complete range of plumbers’ brass 
foundry, steam and heating fittings, bath 
mixers and shower fittings will be displayed by 
James Barwell, Ltd., 40, Great Hampton-street, 
Birmingham, 18. A new sink mixer in which 
the taps will be slightly offset at an angle will 
be introduced, with a range of three-way gland 
cocks and plug cocks in sizes from }$ in. to 2 in, 
and an extended range of light pattern wheel 
valves suitable for 100 1b. pressure. (Stand B, 
$21.) 


Established on the stand of Thomas Bolton 
and Sons, Ltd., Widnes, Lancashire, will be 
copper tubes for water, gas and _ sanitation 
services; copper tubes to be buried under. 
ground; copper jointing strip, and hot rolled 
copper roofing sheets. These exhibits will 
cover products for various industries, such as 
the electrical, railways, textile and aircraft 
industries. (Stand D. 518.) 


Claygate Fireplaces, Ltd., Claygate, Surrey, 
will show a new range of stone fireplaces, faced 
with Portland, Bath, Clipsham and _ other 
reconstructed stones. The surrounds are 


specially treated to facilitate cleaning, with 
and hearth polished as a_ protection 
(Stand B, 513.) 


shelf 
against marks. 





Old English brick fireplace. (Claygate 


Fireplaces, Ltd.). 


Conex-Terna, Ltd., Whitehall-road, Great 
Bridge, Tipton, Staffordshire, will be exhibiting 
a full range of their fittings for copper pip, 
steam and water valves. Two types of coppet 
fittings will be shown, namely, the type “A” 
compression joint for semi-hard copper tube, 
and ‘“Conexcel” joints and ‘“ Sofcop" 
adaptors for fully annealed tube. A _ special 
feature of the exhibit will be a pressure testing 
apparatus, enabling visitors to see ‘ Conex’ 
compression joints subjected to pressure in the 
region of 5,500 Ib./sq. in., over 50 times thos 
experienced in normal use. In addition, 4 
range of “ Fullway’”’ gate valves and steam 
valves will also be shown in sizes up to 2it 
(Stand B, 623.) 


The main feature on the stand of Easiclent 
Porcelain-Enamel (1938), Ltd., Darlaston, South 
Staffordshire, will be the introduction of the nev 
“Regency ” single drainer sink unit (RBV). 
with porcelain-enamel sink top. The cabinet 5 
in polished duo-tone finish with light hard 
wood frame and dark panelling. Other pre 
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ducts on the stand include the “ Princess ” and 
“Duchess” range of sink units, washbasins, 
cisterns (high and low flush), draining boards 


(large and small) and refrigerators. (Stand B. 
522.) 
“Challen ’’ wood mantels with ‘* Avon ” 


tiled interiors will be shown for the first time 
by Metal Agencies Co., Ltd., Avon Works. 
Winterstoke-road, Bristol, 3. On the stand, 14 
mantels in 11 different designs will be shown in 
finishes varying from the standard oak, walnut 
and mahogany to birds-eye maple and chinese 
hand-decorated models. Particular regard has 
been paid to. stability; this having been 
achieved by the incorporation of lamination 
where practical and resin-bonding throughout. 
The timber used in the construction of these 
mantels is prime african mahogany, and the 


finish is a heat-resisting lacquer (Stand B, 
512.) 
Peglers, Ltd.. Prestex House. Marshalsea- 


road, SE1, will have a wide range of plumbers’ 
and engineers brassfoundry on view. The dis- 
play of ‘* Prestex ” compression joints will in- 
clude many recently introduced patterns, and 
there will be items in chromium plated finish, 
and as bath mixers with and without shower 
attachments: sink mixers for mains or tank 
supply; traps; non-concussive spring bib, stop 
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and pillar cocks. 
be domestic 


In the plumbers’ section will 
safety 


valves, draw-off boiler 





Wood mantel with matched tiled fireplace 
interior. (Metal Agencies Co., Ltd.) 
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cocks; plug bibcocks, and varieties of wastes 
and traps. Overseas buyers will be interested in 
American-pattern faucets and waste fittings, 
and in addition there is a variety of special ex- 
port fittings. (Stand B, 421.) 


Sanbra, Ltd., Aston Hall-road, Birmingham, 
6, will exhibit a complete range of plumbers’ 
brassfoundry, gate valves. and ‘** Conex ”’ com- 
pression fittings, together with non-ferrous sand 
castings and gravity and pressure-die castings 
and hot brass pressings. Among the plumbers’ 
brassfoundry will be shown the new range of 
** Easilyne ” taps, as approved by the Council 
of Industrial Design. Also on show will be a 
combination bath mixer and a recently intro- 
duced pattern of high-necked pillar cocks, 
known as the domestic pattern, which incor- 
porates a nose arranged to take a rubber hose 
when filling a wash boiler or washing machine. 
(Stand B, 520 and 623.) 


Shires and Co. (London), Ltd., of Guiseley, 
will show sanitary ware and associated equip- 
ment on their stand. Examples from the 
recently extended range of *“* Lynx” high and 
low level cisterns and we. suites in the original 
glossy black ** Duranite ” and the new vitreous 
china colour finishes will dominate the display, 
and the low level models are available with 
the operating lever in the front or at the side. 
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The MOD-X stand, which is built of standard components. 

upper floor designed to a loading of 60 Ib., and clad in various alternative materials. 

cantilevered space frame illustrates how the beam components are assembled. The small 
timber house is a native dwelling costing a little over £200. 





It shows a steel frame with an 
The 


MOD-X BUILDINGS 


Exhibitors 
MOD-X STRUCTURES, LTD. 


THE stand of MOD-X Structures, Ltd. is 

used to demonstrate the MOD-X method 
of building, which is based on the precept 
of maximum flexibility from a limited series 
of standardised components. To achieve 
this aim the principle of modular co-ordina- 
tion has been applied to all the parts in both 


| plan and vertical section. 


MOD-X components are co-ordinated on a 
in. planning module and any plan which is 
4 multiple of the module can be used. It is 
timed that such is the flexibility of the 
‘ttuctural method that plans of virtually any 
ape or complexity of outline can be 


Consulting Architects 
HARRISON & SEEL 


accommodated since the roof framing 
methods allow of many alternative forms 
of structure. In the vertical plane the co- 
ordinating dimension is 8 in. and all elements 
which are required to be set vertically are 
founded on multiples of this dimension. 


The construction is based upon a skeleton 
structural framework of light, easily handled 
components which are currently available 
in timber or galvanised cold rolled steel and 
will shortly be available in aluminium alloy. 
All the components are preformed, drilled 
and finished at the factory and sent out com- 
plete with special jointing devices which 


allow for simplified and speedy erection. 
Columns are made in a variety of lengths 
in 8 in. increments. They are developed 
from a single cold rolled section of “C” 
formation which is used in 14, 12 or 10 gauge 
according to loading. This section may be 
used singly as a strut or two or more may 
be bolted together to form columns of 
various alternative profiles. Beams are 
supplied in lengths of one. two, three or 
four modules. They are formed in cold 
tolled steel of extended ““C ” profile and may 
be used singly or in pairs, the pairs being put 
together back to back to form modified r.j. 
sections or face to face to form box sections. 
They may be framed up in a variety of ways 
according to the spans and loading conditions 
of any particular structural problem. Thus, 
over small spans, simple beam structures may 
be used and over larger spans various forms 
of truss or space frame can be built up 
according to need, always utilising the same: 
basic range of parts. The steel frame may 
be used for structures of two or three floors 
as well as for single-storey work. 


Various alternative cladding and infilling 
elements are included in the MOD-X 
standard lists, all of which have been co- 
ordinated with the structural frame and in 
many cases designed to act with the frame to 
form a structure of stressed skin charac- 
teristics, thereby reducing the cost of the 
framework and providing at the same time 
integral bracing. 


Currently, timber-framed prefabricated 
panels with various degrees of built-in insula- 
tion are available for walls as well as simpler 
weatherboarded siding supplied in modular 
lengths. Aluminium siding of troughed 
section is also available, or a self-supporting 
curtain wall framed in steel or aluminium 
and infilled either with glazing or other sheet 
material as required. 


Standardised flooring units are available 
in timber or in troughed steel or aluminium 
decking. Roofs dre built up with felt on 
chipboard or, in the ease of pitched roofs, 
with troughed aluminium. Internal linings 
in various forms of board are available as 
are removable steel office partitions. This 
partitioning is designed also to fit with the 
external curtain walling. (Stand R, 9, Earls 
Court.) ; 
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** Reverso ’’ moulded cisterns, with the normal 
double stocks eliminated by a special reversible 
side lever action, will also be featured. and 
the display will be completed by an array of 
plastic we. seats, cistern floats in polythene, 
flushpiping and other components. (Stand B, 
700.) 

A range of tiled and faience fireplaces, many 
of which will be recent designs, will be shown 
by John Steventon and Sons, Ltd., Burslem, 
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire, and they are 
extending their range of contemporary styles 
for the exhibition. The company will also be 
showing ranges of sanitary earthenware in 
colour with a wider range of the most recently 
introduced products, namely floor tiles in 
various colours. (Stand B, 403 and 304.) 


On view at the stand of The Yorkshire 
Copper Works, Ltd., of Leeds, will be a bank 
of copper tubes ranging in sizes from 24 in. to 
6in. in diameter. On the front and the sides 
of the main features will be mounted large 
coloured photographs depicting the range of 
industries and trades which use the firm’s non- 
ferrous tubes and fittings. A display cabinet 
will show examples of the corrosion of non- 
ferrous tubes and, as a contrast, two lengths 
of ‘“ Yorcalbre ’ aluminium-brass condenser 
tube, in section, from the “‘ New Australia ” 
(ex ** Monarch of Bermuda ”’) which have been 
in service for 22 years and are still claimed to 
be in perfect condition. The tubes have been 
chemically cleaned at the inlet end to expose the 
underlying metal, the remainder of the inside 
surface being in the condition as when removed 
for examination. «(Stand B, 634 and 723.) 
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Miscellaneous 





The stand of Bakelite, Ltd., 12-18, Grosvenor- 
gardens, SWI, will display a wide range of 


plastics, including moulding materials for 
domestic equipment. New compounds on 
show will include phenolics and polystyrene 


modified with rubber to give greatly improved 
impact strength, glass-filled materials for a 
combination of strength, low water absorption 
and heat resistance. Resins will be shown, as 
employed for a wide range of bonding opera- 
tions, including furniture and plywood manu- 
facture, and also on view will be polyester 
resins and articles illustrating the range of uses 
to which they can be put. Laminated sheet, 
tube and rod for engineering purposes will be 
displayed. Grades based on paper, fabric for 
greater strength, asbestos for heat resistance and 
glass fabric bonded with a variety of resins, 
are available, and recently a densified wood 
grade has been introduced for jigs and tools. 
(Stand C, 404.) 


Bayliss Jones and Bayliss, Ltd., Victoria 
Works, Wolverhampton, will be featuring a 
selection of all kinds of wrought iron and mild 
steel fencing and gates both ornamental and 
plain, including vertical bar and continuous 
fencing and gates, chain link fencing with 
specially strong standards, angle and tubular 
field gates and open-work flooring and treads 
for staircases and landings. (Stands 1325 and 
1224, Outdoor.) 


A powder-type hand cleanser designed for 
use in industry will be demonstrated for the 
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first time by Borax Consolidated, Ltd., Regis 
House, King William-street, EC4. The cleanser 
is claimed to combine the effectiveness of a 
heavy duty cleanser with the mildness of q 
baby soap, and to efficiently remove grease, 
grime and chemicals from workers’ hands, 
(Stand D, 718.) 


On the stand of the British Vacuum Cleaner 
and Engineering Co., Ltd., of Leatherhead, 
Surrey, will be exhibited a full range of BVC 
light industrial portable machines and also 
“Goblin” appliances such as_ vacuum 
cleaners and washing machines. Among these 
will be the model T4 industrial portable vacuum 
cleaner for general cleaning in smaller establish- 
ments. It has a suction of 44 in. wg., and an 
air volume at full orifice of 100 cfm. By a 
modification of the filter door and dust con- 
tainer this model can be converted into a 
cleaner to deal with such materials as soot 
resulting from the burning of bituminous coals, 
(Stands C, 305 and 206.) 


The colour finishes obtainable with copper 
and its alloys will be demonstrated on the 
stand of the Copper Development Association, 
Kendals Hall, Radlett. Hertfordshire. The 
entire surface of the main stand structure js 
covered with 7-in. square tiles of copper, brass, 
nickel silver and gilding metal. The design of 
the stand is by Mr. A. L. McMullen, MA, 
FRIBA, a sculptured display in copper sheet 
in contrasting tones. Five display recesses will 
contain photographs of applications of copper 
and copper alloys, and also on the stand will 
be examples of uses of copper and copper 
alloys. (Stand D, 232.) 








The ‘“* Neata”’ two-bedroom cedarwood bungalow as exhibited at the BIF. 


THE ‘“ NEATA ” HOUSE 
Exhibitors 


NEATA PRODUCTS (CHELTENHA®M), 


LTD. 


Consultant Architects 
MESSRS. ERIC COLE & PARTNERS, FF.RIBA 


MESSRS. Neata Products (Cheltenham), 
Ltd., ure exhibiting another of their 
range of Cedarwood houses. 

Both home and export markets. are being 
fully catered for, and many orders have 
been executed throughout the British Isles 
during the past year. All home market 
houses have been designed to comply with 
the new model by-laws, and it is noteworthy 


that the Cirencester Rural District Council 
are erecting ‘“* Neata” Cedarwood houses as 
a part of their present housing drive. Costs 
are in accordance with the limits set by 
the council in the efforts to solve the hous- 
ing shortage. The bungalows have received 
the approval of the town planning com- 
mittee as blending harmoniously with the 
stone-built houses. 


“ Neata ” bungalows with their labour- 
saving and up-to-date planning have already 
appealed to many purchasers who require a 
detached dwelling at a reasonable price. 
Classed as permanent, they qualify for loans 
under the Small Dwellings Acquisition Act 
and for mortgages by building societies. 

The firm state that, apart from its attrac- 
tive appearance, cedarwood possesses many 
outstanding qualities as a building material, 
not the least of which is its exceptional resis- 
tance to decay and its freedom from attack 
by pests such as the woodworm or death- 
watch beetle. In addition to this, cedar 
wood does not require painting, and upkeep 
is therefore reduced to a minimum. 

Thermal insulation value is important in 
all forms of housing, and the “ Neata” wall 
sections have a U value equivalent to an 
11-in. cavity brick wall. If further insula 
tion is required it can be added by packing 
the cavity walls with fibreglass. A further 
important point with regard to insulation 
is that the roof is of cedar shingles which, 
it is claimed, are much warmer than slate 
or tile roofs. No cases of burst or frozen 
pipes in any “ Neata” houses were reported 
during the recent cold spell. (Stand R, 14 
Earls Court.) 
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Plan of design No. 7/371. 
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The exhibits of Doulton and Co., Ltd., 
Doulton House, Albert Embankment, SE1, will 
comprise electrical porcelain insulators and 
industrial porous ceramics. The stand was 
designed by Mr. S. P. Jordan, ARIBA, MSIA, 
and one feature will be the way in which 
certain types of insulators have been used in its 
construction to demonstrate their general 
mechanical functions. Shown on their stand 
in the form of working models will be some of 
the more interesting applications of porous 
ceramics. In addition, a comprehensive range 
of porous ceramics for filtration, dust recovery, 
diffusion, electrolysis and other processes will 
be shown. (Stands C, 410 and 511.) 


A representative range of castings in the 
malleable iron and ‘“ Permalite ” will be ex- 
hibited by Hale and Hale (Tipton), Ltd., of 
Tipton, Staffordshire. Hales’ ‘ Blackheart ” 
malleable iron is made in accordance with 
BS 310/47, grade three, and “ Permalite ” is 
the special purpose high duty alloy designed 
for hard wear and resistance to shock and 
abrasion. Manhole step irons and heavy duty 
manhole covers and frames, the wedge and 
screw type pit prop, and the Hewitt wedge 
release adaptable for use in constructional work 
will also be on view. (Stands D, 609 and 508.) 


G. A. Harvey and Co. (London), Ltd., 
Greenwich Metal Works, SE7, will be dis- 
playing a wide range of products, including 
“Rotarprest ’’ heads, dished and flanged ends, 
channel, angle and flat bar rings, and mild steel 
plate-type flanges. The extensive range of 
“Harco”’ perforated metals to be exhibited 
will include artistic patterns for such items as 
radiator covers, pipeguards, and_ ventilating 
grilles; and wirework will be on view, such as 
machinery guards, radiator covers, pipe guards, 
lift enclosures, partitions, baskets and carriers. 
Sheet metalwork will be displayed in the form 
of mild steel rainwater goods, galvanised tanks, 
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cisterns and cylinders, ventilators and cowls. 
(Stand B, 329.) 


A representative selection, of fire fighting 
appliances and fire detecting systems will be 
displayed at the stand of the Pyrene Co., Ltd., 
9, Grosvenor-gardens, SW1. It will feature the 
range of “ Conquest ” extinguishers, providing 
first-aid protection against fires involving free- 
burning materials, and ‘“ Phomene ” chemical 
foam appliances for outbreaks involving oils 
and spirits. The ‘ Pyrene ” CO, fire fighting 
equipment to be displayed has been designed 
to meet highly inflammable fire risks and 
electrical outbreaks, and _ includes hand 
extinguishers of various capacities, trolley units, 
tenders and complete manual or automatic 
installations. A new development with wide 
applications in modern industries is the ‘“ Rate- 
of-rise ’’ fire detecting system. This method 
gives both audible and visible alarms, reacting 
to a sudden rise in the ambient temperature of 
a protected space, and will be demonstrated 
in a simplified form. (Stand D, 634.) 


A barrier cream which, used in conjunction 
with normal protective measures, minimises the 
risk of skin irritation in handling synthetic 
glues and resins will be shown for the first 
time on the stand of Rozalex, Ltd., 10, Norfolk- 
street, Manchester, together with their full 
range of barrier creams. Progress has been 
such that protection is now available against 
the effects of almost every known industrial 
irritant, and visitors will see the Rozalex “ Dis- 
penser,”’ an appliance developed to ensure that 
controlled and uncontaminated supplies of 
barrier cream are issued to the workers when- 
ever required. (Stand D, 706.) 


The display by Standard Telephones and 
Cables, Ltd., Connaught House, Aldwych, 
London, WC2, will relate to the company’s 
activities in the design, development and manu- 
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facture of teiecommunication systems and 
equipment. The exhibits will include a 


portable microwave radio television link, a 
mobile automatic direction finding equipment 
type PV1B, a sample of the London-Birming- 
ham television cable and various microphones 
and loudspeakers. (Stands C. 615 and 514.) 


Tubewrights, Ltd., Egginton House, 25, 
Buckingham-gate, London, SWI, will be 
exhibiting a representative selection of its pro- 
ducts, including various types of stacking post 
pallets, flat reversible pallets, stacking crates, 
together with a stillage, a bobbin buggie and a 
bobbin barrow. Also shown will be the welded 
tubular steel ‘* Pallage,’’ which permits the rapid 
build-up of various forms of materials handling 
equipment (tray, crate, rack, pallet and stillage) 
from standard components. A _ display of 
photographs will illustrate tubular steel crane 
and dragline jibs, a blast furnace skip hoist, 
and other examples of the application of steel 
tubes to materials handling problems; tubular 
steel frames for factory buildings, an ‘* Arcon ”’ 
storage building vehicle and foot bridges. 
(Stands 1301 and 1200, Outdoor.) 


Tyre Products, Ltd., 30, Harrow-road, 
Wembley, Middlesex, will be showing their 
““Typrod’”’ mat and portable well combina- 
tion set. The dirt scraped off the feet by the 
mat is collected in the portable rubber well and 
easily disposed of without the necessity of 
sweeping. The well can, when required, be 
easily washed. The company also make this 
combination set to fit into an existing floor 
well (with square section edge) from fin. to 
2 in. thickness. ‘‘ Typrod ” mats with or with- 
out wells can be used for this purpose in shop 
doorways, entrances to public buildings and 
restaurants. The mats themselves are assembled 
on high tensile spring steel galvanised wire 
which is claimed to minimise the tendency to 
curling. (Stand A, 503.) 





OVERSEER TROPICAL XI 


Exhibitors 
BOOTH & CO. (ENGLAND), LTD. 


QNE of the largest prefabricated houses 

on view js 'the Overseer Tropical XI, 
designed and built by Booth and Co. 
(England), Ltd., 34, St. James’s-street, SW1. 
It has three bedrooms, two bathrooms and 
very large verandah space. With a floor 
space of 2,200 sq. ft. and a frontage of 
66 ft., it costs £5,000, including shipping and 
freight charges. 


The frame consists of a series of portals 
at 6-ft. intervals, linked at ridges and eaves 
by spacer panels of stressed skin construc- 
tion for which exterior grade resin bonded 
plywood is used. Wall panels are made as 
a sandwich. The standard panel is 2 in. 
thick consisting of two skins of 3/16-in. 
asbestos on a honeycomb Dufaylite core 
filled with insulating material. Panel fills 
the entire space between any two posts and 
Up to eaves spacers or trusses. 


Timber purlins spanning the trusses 
support mansard aluminium sheeting. 
Alochroming enables the metal to resist 
corrosion and gives an attractive finish. The 
ceiling is suspended. It consists of 4-in. 
Plasterboard panels with an aluminium foil 
Upper surface. 


Internal partitioning is based on a 3-ft. 
module. The standard partition is 2 in. 
thick with }-in, plasterboard skins glued to 
the Dufaylite core. Doors are made of two 
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Plan and front elevation of the Overseer Tropical XI. 


skins of plywood on a Dufaylite core and 
are stable. 

Both plumbing and electrical fittings are 
completely prefabricated. A wiring harness 
is installed. Junction boxes are located in 


the roof space and all cables are ready cut 
to length. Plumbing consists of hot and 
cold water installations, cold water tank and 
copper hot cylinder. 
Court.) 


(Stand R, 18, Earls 
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EARLS COURT 


Over 100 firms will be represented in the 
Northern Ireland stand at this year’s Fair. It 
will constitute an exhibition within an exhibi- 
tion. In a box-like structure 30 ft. high the 
public will move on different levels, on which 
the various departments of industry will have 
their separate sections. 

In the engineering section of the stand there 
will be demonstrations of an “electronic 
brain ”’—an analogue computor manufactured 
in Belfast by Short Brothers and Harland (Pre- 
cision Engineering Division) and designed for 
quantity production. It is a compact general- 
purpose electronic instrument intended both for 
the solution of differential equations and the 
simulation of actual physical systems. The 
solution is produced graphically, either as a 
trace on the screen of a cathode-ray tube or as 
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an inked graph on a paper chart. In a few 
seconds it gives the answer to problems arising, 
for example, in aircraft research and construc- 
tion which normally takes days or months to 
solve. The new machine incorporates several 
improvements over similar electronic devices. 
(Stands Q,8 and 11.) 





OLYMPIA 


Endecotts (Filters), Ltd., 251, Kingston-road, 
London, SW19, will show a range of laboratory 
test sieves to British and American official stan- 
dards, also in commercial quality, in brass, 
tinned steel, stainless steel and copper, fabri- 
cated gauze products, filters and strainers, etc. 
Also exhibited will be a range of wire gauze 
up to 400 mesh (160,000 apertures per square 
inch), together with a pocket “ Interchanger ” 
sieve with interchangeable rimmed gauze discs, 
and test sieve vibrators. (Stand B, 26.) 
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James North and Sons, Ltd., Kirkman House, 
Whitfield-street, Tottenham Court-road, W1, will 
be exhibiting a comprehensive range of their 
PVC, fabric supported, industrial gloves and 
clothing, including standard types of gloves and 
mitts of a closely knitted fabric lining, proofed 
and impregnated with PVC. (Stand Q, 14.) 






BIF Travel Arrangements 


Certain special travel facilities for visitors to 
the British Industries Fair have been announced. 
As in previous years a direct service between 
Croydon and Castle Bromwich, Birmingham, 
will be operated by Olley Air Service, Ltd. 
Daily, aircraft will leave Croydon at 9.45 am 
and arrive at Castle Bromwich at 10.45am. The 
planes will taxi up to the gates of the Fair. 
The return journey starts at 5 pm, arriving at 
Croydon at 6 pm. The day return fare on 
this service will be £5 18s, Reservations 
should be made through Olley Air Service, 
Ltd., Croydon Airport, Surrey (Cro 5117/9), 
or 7, Lower Belgrave-st., Victoria, London, 
SW1 (Slo 5855 and 5481). British Railways 
are organising a special refreshment car train 
for business men from Manchester to Castle 
Bromwich for the BIF each week-day during 
the Fair. The “Special” will leave Man- 
chester Mayfield station each day at 8.35 am 
calling at Stockport (Edgeley) and Crewe, 
and arriving at Castle Bromwich at 11.18 am. 
It will return at 5.35 pm. 
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RILEY-NEWSUM HOUSES AND BUILDINGS 


Exhibitors 
H. NEWSUM SONS & CO., LTD. 


N addition to the export markets already 

supplied or being developed in Australia, 
USA, Canada, the Middle East and East 
Africa, the decontrol of softwood last 
November now enables Riley-Newsum pre- 
fabricated houses to be supplied to the home 
market also. 

Because of this, the firm’s main exhibit 
takes the form of a fully furnished (by 
Heals) two-bedroomed bungalow especially 
designed for this country and called the 


“Hobart” house. The quality of work- 
manship of this house (and in many ways 
the general appearance) is akin to that of 
the overseas types, so that the exhibit should 
prove of equal interest to overseas buyers. 
For the latters’ benefit there are also many 
models and sections for inspection, including 
specimen wall panels which show the several 
methods of construction used to meet vary- 
ing climatic conditions throughout the 
world. 






There is a complete range of houses now 
available at home, of which the erected 
prices (excluding only land) are from £1,200 
to £1,800. These are permanent buildings 
of contemporary design, embodying, it is 
claimed, many of the high standards of 
insulation, plumbing and fittings called for 
overseas. Simplicity and speed of erection 
are two of the keynotes, and once site 
preparation is complete, actual erection of 
the average house should not exceed 10 days, 
Where purchased by local authorities, Riley- 
Newsum houses rank for the same subsidy 
as traditional housing. Likewise, where 
privately purchased, they qualify for mort- 
gage loans (through local authorities) under 
the Small Dwellings Acquisition Act, and 
various building societies are prepared to 
consider individual applications for loans om 
them. 

In the export field the firm continue to 
offer an expanding range of buildings. 
Buildings now being produced include a 
house specially designed for desert con- 
ditions, a wireless telegraph station and pro- 
totypes of economical houses newly designed 
to meet the simple needs of lIow- income 
groups in East Africa. The last-named 
houses are variants of the low-cost “ post 
and panel” type of construction, of which 
an example is being exhibited. 

Another recent feature is the development 
of industrial buildings constructed of 
laminated timber arches with asbestos of 
aluminium roofs and walling, and offering 
standard clear spans of 30 ft., 40 ft. an¢ 
60 ft. with special spans of up to 120 ft. 
if required. These buildings meet widespread 
needs abroad for hangars, workshops, 
garages and storage buildings, and in this 
country, for example, are useful as dutch 
barns. Examples of the laminated timber 
arches are being exhibited at Earls Court. 
This new form of timber construction shows 
a substantial economy when compared with 
steel-framed structures, both in initial cost 
and also in the cost of erection. 

The firm are also displaying small-scale 
models of all the different types of houses 
they have shipped to various parts of the 
world. (Stand R, 4, Earls Court.) 
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THE BUILDER 


CURRENT. PRICES OF MATERIALS 


: ho information given on these pages has been specially compiled 

for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast . 
Pit Sand ae 
Washed Sand ... 
jin. Shingle... 
jin. Broken Brick 
Pan Breeze aa 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag “Aggregate 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site oa 

Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening C Cement in 6- ton loads 
and upwards to site 
1 to 6 ton do. site . 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to hain 9d. _ ton. 

White Portland Cement ais 
Under 1 ton 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(l-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up 

Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton —_ at Railway Depot, 
London ae sce 


per yd. 


per cwt. 


per ton 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks... 
Second Hard Stocks ... 
Mild Stocks 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 
2jin. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 
District Commons ... . 
Cellular do. 
Keyed do. 
Rustics eee 
Cellular Rustics .... 
Single Bullnose do. 
Sandfaced ... 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) — 
Do. Bul rose (London Stations) 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) es 
2tin. Best Stourbridge Fire gts (London 
Stations) 
3 in. do. (London Stations) .. 
jin. Machirie- made Sandfaced Red "Facings 
(London Sites) 
hon “ar -made Multi Red F: acings (London 
ites 
ji sit _— -made Sandfaced Red Facings ‘(London 
ites 
2j in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
(London Sites) 4 
jin. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock _-Facings 
(London Sites) : 


CcCoouKoO OW KO OD WH AQoocceccoececoe 





2$ in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) we 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, » Wwory,, "Brown— 
Stretchers i : 
Headers , 4 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4h i in. Flats | 
Double Stretchers ... ve 
Double Headers 
One side and two ends 
Two sides and one end 
Splays and Squints “aa aa “i 
Second quality — 10% Bests. Cream and Buff 
£3 extra over White. Other colours, hard glaze, 
£8 10s. Od. extra over White. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 


HoLLow CLaAy ParTITION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
: lorry loads. 
2 in. a aad «. 140 yds. 
P| 4 ae aa ... 140 yds. 
3 in. ree oA .-- 120 yds. 
4 in. (6 cavity) 95 yds. 
Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 
2 in. i acs ..- 100 yds. 
y. Sar aaa .- 85 yds. 
3 in. an ee sss, «= Aa GS 
4 in. wae aa ee 32 ¥Os. 


CRANHAM 


per 1,000 


cocococao co & 


... per yd. 


NONnN~ 


2 in. 

2} in. 

3 in. 

4in. , be 

4} in. Load bearing quality ae B nS 

FLoor BLOocks 

3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. ssi 12 in. delivered in full 
lorry-loads ee ana aa xa 

4 in. 

5 in. 

6 in. ae aan ae ine aes 

7 in. ee caus aaa ay “oF eco 

8 in. — as a4 asa eee 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
delivered London Area. 


NNWeKU 


per 1,000 31 10 
34 13 


Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 
Over 2 tons under 2 tons under 2 tons 
Best Quality +674% +974% 
B.S.S. Best do. +10% , +674% +10% +973% 
Tested Quality +374% +674% +374 +974°7 
BSS. Tested do. +4742+6742 +474%+974% 


+4742 4 1078%0 


3 in. Land Drain wane ” 12 in. neendly -. per1,000 10 8 6 
4 in. do. ia a 13 14 6 


STONE 


Bath Stone— 
Monks Park.. te 
St. Aldheim Box Ground — 
Delivered in railway trucks at ‘South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area 2 
Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region ae aaa ‘aa eee 

Hopton-Wood Stone— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 

fin. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to 5 ft. and not over 15 ft. 
super in area a per ft. 

1} in. Slabs for pav ing, sawn two sides as above 
described a“ 

Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin ‘Hood Quality. 

Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 

9 in. X 3in. Rubbed, a eaciains ens = 
stooled cills a : ; . per ft. 

12 in. Xx 6in. do. “do. pee a 

2in. X 3in. Plain coping, twice throated pet 

12 in. x 3in. Weathered and twice throatedcoping _,, 

14 in. x 6in. do. do. ase 

4 in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face . “ a 

3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup. 


. per ft. cube 
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STONE—continued £ ond: : : Es @ 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 6in. X 3 in. ase) oe = awe Perton 1 10 6 
thick, “a ed for rendered brickwork perft.cube 1 2 6 9in. x Tin. Sh ea ee ase. 49 5 0 
Do. air one “~ for fair sien 10in. x 44 in., 12in. x Sin. * 9 15 0 
RE cot : ‘ 169 mg x rs in., — > py he in., ‘Tin. x hi in., is 
Hard York— in. X 4in., in. X 4in., in. X 4in., 
12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 7 10 10in. X Sin., 10 in. x 8in., 12in. X 8in., 
14 i “ : 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top ‘ = in. X - - in. X Me in., “f in. X : in., ” 10 0 
and front --» per ft. cube 2 0 in. X 8in., in. X Sin., in. X 6in., 
12in. x 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front ... me 116 9 16in. x 6in., 16in. xX 8in., 18 in. x 6in., 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 76 18 in. x 7in., 18 in. Xx 8in., 20 in. x 6$in 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, inrandom sizes_ peryd.sup. 2 ll 9 20 in. X 73 in. ee oes ee aoe . 
TILES and PANTILES hee pepe og : See 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 Fabricated work delivered London— - 

oo ened “rag and French pattern Tiles from a R.S. Joists cut and fitted 52 26 
incolnshire district ... eee aes 1 girde a ee a ees ee 377 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district... Re 41 18 6 : as eas a ar ag ae sre Bes ri ; : 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 56 17 6 Compound stanchions _ a es ie ee a ae 6S TP 6 
Hand-made 10} x 64 tiles Berkshire district a2 a7 “0 In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins be a oe a7 7 6 

Machine-made 103 x 64 Staffordshire district ... 3 5: °O Average prices not for awkward work. re 
— -made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. 1 8 : Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 
C achine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. 1 6 Stock { in. diam., and upwards a ) 997125 
oncrete tiles 10} x 64 .. : 618 6 3 12 
in Interlocking (498) " 18 9 6 din. diam. oes oes ove : ‘.. per ton extra a 0 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ ‘responsibility. ig = ne we Ate av a jhe 22 . 
SLATES sin. do. ... ar ae be a a fe i 70 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage MiLp STEEL TUBES 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 
1,000 actual. Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
24x 12... oe 100 16 9 Class A — 3}% 
22x12. i. 86 6 6 ClassB + 53% Light + 203% Malleable List — 393%+35% 
a : 4: b : : jClass C + 213% Heavy + 284% 
20x 10: ‘ on > 1 “tea. wy 
18x 10 . . 50.17 0 ClassB — 13% Light + 9% Malleable List — 393% 
Le ak ae eos see ose eee eee ose 43 15 0 Clas C = oy of 
16 10 42 18 3 ass Y Heavy + 164% 
See eS ee ee wis 3 C.l. HALF-RoUND GUTTERS 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. Sg aren ~~ 
TIMBER 3 in. 3/2 2/10 10 
Softwood— 3h in. 3/34 ay rot 
Joinery quality ; Ex. Wharf per standard £105 to £125 4in. 4/54 3/5 1/2 
Carcassing quality do. a £90 to £100 4h in. 4/104 3/94 1/5} 
i lin. —- and Grooved Flooring do. o £106 0 0 5 in. j 5/6 4/24 1/74 
ardwood— 
Mahogany—African S.E. __... do. per ft.cube 1 5 0 C.1.0.G. GuTTERs 
do. Honduras do... do. iy 215" 50 3 in. 4/14 3/8 At 
Oak European do... do. i 117-6 34 in. 4/7 3/84 1/24 
do. Japanese do. # do. a 2 2-0 4 in. 5/- 3/94 1/64 
do. English Logs sawn do. i 1s 43 in. 5/6 4/54 1/84 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. a 3 0 0 5 in. oo --- = S/I1E 5/1 2/- 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. me | a C.I. RAIN-WATER Pipes 
i 1-11 Per yd. in 6-ft. cui Pipe Bends __ Branches 
mite haatrageidly 2 in. ie aes és” 3046 — 4/104 
1} in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern 4 in. ans 23 in. seis 23s aoe + 6/9 /93 6/9 
2ft.Oin. x 6ft.6in, ... . each 112 0 | 3in. 7/74 4/93 7/34 
cin sttitn lt 113 0 | 32in. 8/7 5/9 8/75 
Tes ee . 114 0 | 4in. 9/118 6/11 10/2 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. is — eee 116 6 : LCC. ‘Cietae Sort Pires 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 2 in. : sce “EAS 5/11 7/24 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ae eae See <s 29 0 2h in. 8/1 6/6 8/11 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ag a ses 241-6 3 in. 9/1 7/2k 10/8 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. _ Pattern 2 x G in deal 34 in. 10/2 8/11 12/5 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. i ee “ee s 2 ee 4 in. ig 11/7 10/- 14/74 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. tee see oe » 2 3 6 Above prices for gutters rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 
SUNDRIES only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 10% and 
Delivered London area tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2 ton lots 2} per cent. 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in L.C.C. CoaTED DRAIN PIPES 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds to 1 ton) . per yd. $3 n 9-fts. 
14 in do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) ose » 7 4 cwt.qr. lb. peryd. Bends Branches 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) see ” 8 114 4 in. eco ase Ree | 1 1 20/5 14/3 25/- 
23 in. _ oF} a to mn eee ” - 34 6 in. ae $e5 seie. MOP ok 30/4 29/7 51/3 
3 in. te) yds. to 1 ton r 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
mported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. Orders under £30 less 123 per cent. discount. 
4 in. imp "per 100 sq. ft. 2 2 6 Orders over £30 less 174 per ~ ae ‘ ss 
F a in. in. in in. 
ge ogy = A * aa ig “ 3 - : Pipes 6-ft. lengths peryd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 6/5 
#s in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets te - per yd. sup 3°43 Shoes.. » each = 2/5 2/8 3/2 4/3 
Roofing Felt, 1-ply a é 1 6 Single Branches... os 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 
ae ght a ee 
Best Scotch Glue, — - per } cwt. : : ; ~— tan 3/2 3/9 4/10 6/5 
cule ‘Glue 28 ib. 2 8S oO Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1- ton lots) per ton a 3 4in. 4t in 5 in. 6 in, 
do. 4 in. and up (I-ton lots) 2» 50 15 0 Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 3/7 3/il 4/8 5/Tk 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) - ee per cwt. : 2-46: 3 Drop ends «. each 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots)... eee a 212 9 Stop Ends ... ae oes /10 /il 1/- 1/2 
METALS Sree. Joists, Etc. = tee tee aio 32 3/10 an 
Sete OZz wee ove a Zz 
"— . Sin., 8 in. X Sin., 8 in. x 6in., 10in. x 6in. Union Clips ge, 1/5 1/8 2/1 2/5 
12 in. X 6 in. ng cut to —_— delivered London Aspestos HALF- —— — a F 
area per ton 37 10 0 in in. in. in. 
Extra for sizes Gutters 6-ft. lengths peryd. 2/6 2/114 3/04 3/7 5/- 
3 in. X 14 in. “a Pa 3 10: © Drop ends -- each 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
3 in. X 3 in., 4i in. x 3 in., Sin. x 2} ea * i 5: 10 Stopends ... ier Se /9 /10 /il 1/- 1/2 
4in. x 1} in . a ae a5 3° 0 * Angles ase eee ey 2/5 2/8 2/i\l 3/2 4/3 
4} in. x 1} in., 24 in. x 7h in. eee aes » 2° 0:0 INOPIESo. ccis, Gees 55 2/% 275 2/8 2/il = 4/3 
Sin. x 3 in., 22in. X 7in. ... an ab me i-0 0 Union Clips oir ace 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 2/- 
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METALS—Continued , PAINT AND DISTEMPER 
Per ton Soe Delivered London area £ s. dt 
in a. > Caltng Distemper ... ven sus es percwt. 112 © 
ef sor yeaa ee acne tied owe eee a 7 : quis... eis ei rie per gal. ; 3 rs 
i teel Bars ARP ooo 
Mild Steel Hoops |. = - a a 3810 0 Snowcem cement paint (in T ewt. drums) — percwt. 311 © 
Ex Merchant’s LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILs. 
nang? aa Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs percwt. 810 0 
Be eee Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 a lots in 1 eal. ti tins pergal. 3 0 0 
ws Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg ; percwt. 612 6 
Soft sheets C.R. and - A— 4519 6 Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg Ss 270 
20 LE = sce! “ene 474 6 Size XD quality, 28 lb... per tin 9 0 
- thn “ ore ore ore 48 14 6 Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra °.. --» per gal. 12 6 
Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— Bolled Linseed Oil (> gal.) do. i a = 8 ¢ 
20 gauge . re 3 : SUNDRIES. 
24 gauge =e Turpentine substitute (5 gal) Drumsextra__.... . 5 6F 
26 gauge . 56 18 0 do. do.  (40gal.drum) do. ... me 4 9 
Galy anised Flat sheets Cc. R. ‘and é ‘A. —_ 533 0 Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior ... ai ps 6 6 
20 gauge eee eee m3 Creosote (40 gal. barrels) sa 20 
24 —— 37 18 0 Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) per lb. 1 6 
26 gauge see a see oe oo se White Lining Paper per piece 1.2 
PLUMBERS’ BRASS WorRK, CopPER, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 
: M.O.H. VARNISHES, etc. 
All per doz. din. 2in. lin. fin. din. 2in. Delivered London area. 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside ... per gal 110 6 
head for iron . --- 70/- 104/- Oak PaleCopal do. ..  .s 2s oe i 113 © 
Toilet bib cocks for iron 90/- 129/- Hard Drying Oak for Inside oa aaa aaa ‘a 1m 6 
Screwdown stop cocks foriron 60/- 87/- 171/- 294/- 420/- 741/- Crystal Paper Varnish do. “de a Py 163 6 
do. with two unions forlead 81/- 120/- 213/- 381/- 504/- 1122/- Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ee ne ea a ? 0 6 
Double nut boiler screws 15/- 21/- 38/- 39/- 34/- 16/- Finest Carriage Varnish... saa aad ree i 2 .-$°¢ 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 62/- 141/- 216/- 394/- 558/- Front Door Varnish ae ae ae a 135 °6 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to Japan Gold Size... eee ee ae ms 1 8 0 
iron . o- 15/9 19/- 31/6 55/- 67/9 132/- Black Japan aaa aaa ee ee aes = ae a 
1fin. Ifin. 2in. Zin. 34in. 4 in. Brunswick Black... aa Ae ay aS (a 100 
Caps and screws - 2if- 33/- 48/- 75/- = - Berlin Black see, a ae ee 1 5 0 
Brass sleeves ... ee = 25/- 25/- 45/- - 61/- Terebene.. Oe. a ae 1.5. 6 
i ian ties leaning < 6b. 14 x 6 1b. 2 x Ib. 3 x 7Ib. Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) s,s ‘i 2 0 0 
D, 
li aes 14/- 103/- 176/6 French and Brush Polish (do.)__... ea aes <s 113 0 
— S. trap ‘do. 71/- 88/3 127/6 _— 
Solder SG 
Plumbers’ ve es ep ae oa we <e Ib. 3 0 GLASS 
Tinmen’s % ee ce, Delivered London area. Per ft. super 
Blow pipe 3 9 s. d. 
Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 284d. ‘per Ib. plus gauge 18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes ... 5k 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. TACs xs my fe mh aa ‘a Tt - 
Extra 2602. s; a me ~ po ms ace 9f 
d. d. ba a pe ae ee aaa 1 0 
sin. x 19 gauge 12} Total per Ib. 40? 4 in. Rolled Piate.. 7 er aes tae aaa 9 
mm. xX 19, 10? a ae 394 fin. and } in. Rough Cast aan 1 0 
him xis ;, 9} 7 a3 37} sin. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard 1 patterns : 
> x18, 83 mn xs 37} White... eo 9 
ltin. x 18, 82 oA <a 37} do. Standard Tints 1 4% 
Zan. x 17 10} a 38}? do. Special Tints ; ot nee oo ase 2 9 
Rolled Copper ‘sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price £ « é. tin. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras ... .. perton 304 5 0 Reedlyte and Luminating are er oe y -¥ 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG) Scwt. lots amneen percwt. 616 0 } in. Wired Cast ... , | ie 
7 12 gauge (23 aoe = BS : = 7 4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 23 
0) 14 gauge (21 ) oO. 2 = 
Brass tubes basic aes, “aad via and manufactur- = ae 6 P 31 in oe 
ing extras ; per Ib. 1 113 B3 74 > 73 32 ray 42 
LEAD SHEET AND PIPES P.B.32 73 Xx 73 x 3¢ in. 4 2 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London Radiused Corner Blocks to match up  with— 
or Home Counties. P.B.2 oe 5 3 
£ « € P.B.3 6 9 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 Ib. substance and pment perton 130 0 0 P.B.32 ore 6 9 
Lead Water Pipeincoils ... aes ‘a 131 5 0 fin. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. - Quality— Per ft. super 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. ‘to 4 in. ‘dia. nee ae 132 15 0 In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. aa ce 
do. over 4 in. dia. ea eid wea aa 134 15 0 ay ae * 5 ft. sup. 4-§ 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe axe Be 2 35 6 am ~¥6 oe <g 45 ft. sup. 5 1 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton eet aha a is 100 ft. sup. ae 5 6 
“pec —— Neal per cwt. 4 : fin. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates oneuniinens 100 ft. 
1 — 4 3 pnt sie ote mp oe a6 sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both w ays. G.G. quality— 
oer quantities key 1 ew. priced specially. — sag 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one way or 135 in. 4 
upplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis sy ; ‘ 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged Lee pore ps my sup. or - ay =" sie Hs 2 
ggiita scoorting to ouetent tnd yore ay Od. per Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 
fan woaiea at buyer’s er i : Ms Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices 
PL. Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass 
ASTER, etc. The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
Coarse Pinki in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton rs @ pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
do. White do. do. as % TH 0 Mi f 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. ae o 716 3 ee inimum Per ft. — 
do. Fine do. do. ai e 714 3 Description of Glass quantity. Ss. 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads ___... aes ae a 6 9 6 18 oz. sheet O.Q. 3,000 4 
Hydrated Lime dO, .s. ess Me ane we SiH 6G 24 Of: 5s 9 2,000 5? 
Lump Lime do. oS 5 t 6 26 C2: -. wm ped aaa aay Je 2,000 Tk 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads . i 10 0 9 32 oz. Ras ae .-- 2,000 9t 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in I-ton loads... i 915 6 s in. Rolled Plate 1,000 7t 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads as er ite 2 GS iin. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Hair percwt. 417 6 Patterns, White 1,000 1k 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board 2 in. thick 600 4in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site . per yd. 23 Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte ‘3 1,000 108 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to #; in. and } in. Rolled Plate or a Cast... 2,000 1 
12 ft., } in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one fin. Wired Cast, Hexagonal an 2,000 1 o 
delivery Delivered site - ee 2 6 + in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 1 
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SR oasis: : oo. : : | 
-CURRENT RATES OF WAGES’ 


AS FROM FEBRUARY 1, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


































































































































































































































PR cos wre KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. PR aie Grade, 
“Aberavon ... ade ae es Se Oe eee ect y)) =«-«-«- «i (SRR eolcnecicns one decrtaes 
Aberdare ...... A Grade Classification. A A2 A3 Shrewsbury M.B. . ~- 
Abergavenny ~A Craftsmen ... ue a 3/74 3/63 3/6 ee. AQ 
f Mare) oe ‘4 VD. a 
pone rma a Labourers ... ves ‘- 3/2 3/1 3/03 Skipton U.D. .. _ 
Addlestone sok eaford U.D. AQ 
og Town. Grade. Town. Town. Grade. 
ee i oe PRS 5 cnax wick sks eosasese nde A2 BIBLIKStOWS occ ccicssccsastecsss Al Loxton ....... cerry: gen A2 nem Al 
yg reeng UD pair peeen-oep-Coomeh aay md UD: . ¥ peor bags “ae Se aiisham 2 
vt sale ca a REO scocsspecusacaevseascae eetwood . oo yneham (Vevon).. eo ee ee : 
y octer Siseguag me Burton-on-Trent C.B. ......A URE .<...505 = Macclesfield ei eae conned of. ~ 
rena ad oy ES A Folkestone Maidenhead Ai ScuthsidanSee bi — 
Aehicn. see = Edmunds . : “  aeocoog — aM Al Southport ..........c0000e ae 
mmanfo FW | es ee a oo TOME —aacccccccccce IY: serenes og Ge South Shields C.B.. a 
oe mewn se A2 Byfleet .......- Al Gainsborough U.D. = Maldon (Essex) .. ee Spalding U.D. ... r 
Ardingly .. A2 Calder Valley mY Gateshead ............ ai Malvern U.D... Al Stafford M.B... ak 
Arundel .. A? Cambridge ar —— (Kent). Hs na we - melas — cil 
PRE iv csccvscscnssncacscvossens A2 Cannock U.D. ak OSSOP —eeeeeeeeee oo anningtree ... * tamford B. . 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D....A Canterbury A2 DUE 8 csecacsactsescoed Mansfield M.B. mae Stantonwick - 
Ashby Woulds U.D.......... A NORTE 5 s<cccpscosessiscoosece A Gloucestershire, Cnty. of $A2 March ........+++6 »--A2 Stevenage acl 
Ashford (Kent)........ .A2 Contignashine, County of tA2 pm mg oo atovavsusesessced’ 7 se ogra SY ae ore a st wr 
Ashford (Middlesex). a ee rer ore A oole : . ar roor Dv. tockton R.D. .... ooo 
PSINBON  cssccscosee . acc. Carmarthenshire,Cnty of $A2 Gosport A MaryPpOlt .........eeeeeeeeeeeeees Stockton-on-Tees . A 
a me % Carnarvonsbire, Cnty. of $A3 Grantham M.B.. vA Matlock U.D. Stoke-on-Trent C.B. A 
Ashton-under-Lyne......... A ROR IGEERN ok sco Ocaviuiebototenee A Gravesend ...... uA Melksham ...... eee Stoke Orchard . Al 
‘Aspatria and Brayton...... A2 Castleford AL Great Yarmouth ............... A Melton Constable .. Stourbridge M.B. . call 
Atherstone R.D. (parts of) Caterham ............ an. Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Melton Mowbray U.D.. Stourport U.D. .... ee 
Aylesbury ...... ae Chapel-en-le-Frith ok. Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 Merthyr ........ssee00 sees SUWETISTICEE ..occsnecssocnecs Al 
Aylesby (York: A Charmy Down ..... ary Guildford District ............ A2 Middlesbrough oe Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ...A 
Aylesham ....... AZ Chatham & District Al Guilsborough..... . Al Middleton ....... os Sunderland District ae 
Bagshot A2 | Cheadle (Staffs) R.D A Guiseley ....... A Middlewich .... . Sunningdale .............. Al 
Bakewell UD. "a2 Chelmsford A Halesowen M.B. ak et Haven Sutton Coldfield M.B. ......A 
i eee ..A2 Cheltenham . A Halifax ..... A ev ene Swaffham  .......+0+4 AQ 
Barnard Castle U.D..........A Chepstow Al Halstead A2 Mondsi seeeees Swanage .... Al 
Barnoldswick U.D. .........Al | Chertsey {ae a oe a - —— ~~ 
ee 3 arlow ....... ik antwich ....... a windon ....... : 
ec A | Chesterfield M.B. ‘A | Harpenden’. A Se a cal Sete TDD. ccscoseeessssin A 
Barrow-upon-Soar RD. Chesterfield R.D........ A Harrogate A Newark-on-Trent R.D....... Tamworth M.B. .........cee0 A 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A — U.D. . a —* or somes seca aon Tenterden ...... A2 
RCTROSECE .n.cccccccccccccccces arwic = af ewcastle-on-Tyne wkesb: ¥ 
Barry ARD (xe Willough. | Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Haslemere .. “TA | Newcastle-under-Lyme | oo ae a 
by-on-the-Wolds A2)......A — ee. oa OS + A2 lara District ......... Thetford ......... W¥) 
‘Basi RD! ascsscssensencnees A USL eeeeeereeeeceeeseseerers atfie CTtS.) ....seceeseeees A ewmarket — ......+0+ oe Thorpe Bay ...........000 er 
— _ Chorley eee Haywards Heath . <A2 Newport, Mon. ... eae Thurrock Ube Area ...... A 
Batley mr Clacton ... -Al Hemel Hempstead sok Newport Pagnell .. ,, North of, to Billericay A 
Baxterley .......-.-++:- AL ao . re ae Bllalagmad A2 a soees Loc eee Roy A 
aconsfi istrict...... evecdon . CTCIOTG .......nccocecces aoe orthallerton Dist. Todmorden 
| oe “A | Herefordshire, Cnty. of... $42 | Northampton C.B. Tonbridge . 
Bearl ...... ae Clitheroe .... A BIGGS DAY oscscesesssenssvscses A2 North Shields... Torquay .. 
Bearpark oa Coalville U.D. ..... ooo Hertford .... aK Norton Radstock Totnes ....ese 
es A2 Cobham (Surrey). WA Hexham U.D.. A Norwich ..........+. Trowbridge ........ 
Bedale R A Colchester ...... A Heysham ......... nN Nottingham C.B. Tunbridge Wells .. 
Bedford ... cae a — <a — boi a _ Nuneaton M.B. Tynemouth C.B. .... 
Bedlington KN ‘olwyn Bay : ighworth ........ A Oakham U.D... Uppingham (Salo SC 
OS) eee sat evan bceretee A Congleton .. “Al Hinckley U.D.. A Oldham Ueonuner UD. — sebevieenl A2 
Beeston & Stapleford U.D. A Consett .... A Hitchin —....... A Ongar 
NN Re rere accek Hoddesdon e Wakefield _...... asaweavecnae A 
— U.Dancseererorsrsrsrerers > Cornwall, County of......fA2 Horley... ; “A2 p sere : Wallsend B. ..... we 
Berkhamsted _ me Coventry C.B. 5A Horsham .A2 Oxford "34 Walsall C.B. a 
Berrington “Al Cranbrook .. A2 Horwich ....... me N ated hee has , Walsden ......... ke 
Berwick District wee Cranleigh _ .......++. ++A2 Huddersfield WA : Walton-on-Naze Al 
Beverley % nr Crawley (Sussex) . ane Mall. ..2c..ccecs LA Paignton ..... . WEEE rocscccscnccavs esd 
Dichilion Sea are LOWE ecorcsecconsetnsnonsessoes A Tiinstanton .....<. k2 Peterborough ........ “ Warminster AD 
Sicaterwade ‘A2 Cromer ........ er Huntingdon (Staffs) «A . ? Soke . : Warrington .. A 
Ppa He Crowborough . become , Pickering  .......+++04 eee Warwick M.B. . A 
Billericay ... A Cuckfield ‘A2 IO) co ccccevcasnesuns JA Plymouth Welli 
il ea A ss Sl A ae Ingatestone Al DOhIShaCE ‘ a bag coh a oa “- 
Billingham U.D pak Dalton-in-Furness .. A Ipswich ak Pontypridd District cus (Norfolk) “ 
Bilsthorpe..... Say Darlington District .. ao Isle of Sheppe .A2 Portishead oe ae Welwyn _......- pocners vA 
Birchington .-A2 DOPwEn  .....ecesscese me Isle of Thanet.. .A2 Portland Stoneyards .. iv Welwyn Gar, City ... vA 
Birkenhead Wee SS eee .A2 Isle of Wight .. .A2 Dademnauth haere West Bromwich C.B. wil 
Birmingham C.B... TA Denbigh Town . A2 ; ER nee ee Westbury... .....++- WA 
Bishop Auckland A Derby C.B rN Jarrow M.B. A Port Talbot . . Westcliff-on-Sea . al 
a... A | See... ““A2 | Keighley . Ai a Westerham _ ........ WAL 
Bispham é me Devon, County of SAD Kendal .... A Pudsey ..... Weston-super-Mare WAL 
MteePGirn. occc.cccs ary Dewsbury Se ear Kenilworth U.D. A Pulborough........+seeeeeeees Weybridge .......... vA 
Blackpool art FES a A2 Kettering M.B. ... A Radnorshire, County of $A2 Weymouth Al 
Blackwell R.D. aa peewee fi ih cha “A2 Keynsham  ........... A Ramsgate .......cereeresscoess A2 Whitby U.D. ..... Al 
Blaydon U.D x may Kidderminster M.B. A Rayleigh .... : Whitstable and D AD 
Blidworth ........ ‘A Dorking ry King’s Lynn .......04 Al Reading WVIGRIOEG) secsccccstes sear mS 
aR ae Dorset, Coun ra Kingskerswell poe | Redcar B. .... A Widnes ... ww A 
Bognor Regis 2 ing Poole, Swanage and Kingsteignton Al Redditch U.D. ..... A Wigan ... eA 
idon UD. .. ey A 5 a Karcham, .....0..005 «<a Redhill and Reigate aie Wigton .... Al 
Boldon U.D. .. = Wimborne All)............ A2 ey . iS 
Bolsover U.D. A PVE ovovcccks sconces A2 naresborough U.D A IGE isacesoheccocess A3 Willington ee) | 
Bolton ........ Be Dovercourt ... ae Knowle ........scssccesesseeees Al —— ae bs —riggeo chvekaeas y a 
Bourne End ........... Driffield U.D. . Al TGNCOMEE 5. <cc5ssuscancseshusasse A Rochester ... Al its. County of . 4 
Bournemouth District ...... Droitwich M.B. Al Leamington M. B. ee Rotherham .... A Winchester —....eeeeseeeeerers . 
Bracknell  ...........0+00» = Dudley M.B. ... ae Leatherhead ..... ae Rugby M.B. A Windermere ........ . 
Bradford ..........++ ee Dunstable ...... ae 7 hae aN Saffron Walden .. A2 Windsor and Eton Al 
Bradford-on-Avon Pera TERY... erecccceeeseses A Leicester C.B. ..... ee St. Albans ooh Wisbech . “Al 
Braintree. .............. as Fastb Al Leighton Buzzard . Al St. Helens otk Witham .... at 
‘Breconshire, County of...t astbourne se neepcenenenener Letchworth ees) St. Neots..<..... “A2 Woking (Di Al 
Brent Knoll A2 E. Glam. & Mon. Val.......... A Lewes A2 Salisb . Wokingham 2 
era 2 : pee € Raieeacale . sbury City... sccle i 
Brentwood East Grinstead District...A2 Lichfield M.B mr Salisbury Plain A2 Wolverhampton C.B. ....A 
Bridli : m Eastwood (Notts.) U.D....... A A CB. we ; ‘ Woodbridge .......... A? 
ridlington .. A Ebbw Vale & District ik Lincoln ary ou Sawbridgeworth ... ae WwW B 
Brierfield ... A Edenbrid eS Littlehampton . .A2 Saxmundham .A2 orcester C.B. . 2s 
Brighouse .. A Fl ENOTICZE — see eveee “os Liverpool ...... te am Scarborough A Workington 
Brighton A E y “e Llandudno .. Al Scunthorpe ... mt 
Bristol ae mo Sener : = penaiy roe vA Selby geseee A 
roadstaifs ........ ‘ ondon ieee oo Sevenoaks .. Al 
Bromsgrove U.D.. pee Fakenham .. 2 Long Eaton ........ ..A | Sheerness .A2 
ree A Falmouth pee * Loughborough M.B.. ee Sheffield a 
Broughton (Cheshire) A ee ne A Lonth MAB. ..cccsese .A2 Shipley ......... wil 
Buckley  ccecccccccccceceseserees A FOVOCERSI oc cccvecccsossecssess A2 LOWOMOM — conccsceccossescveces A Shoeburyness .........cccceeeee A 





* For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are :—Craftsmen, 3s. 9d.; Labourers, 3s. 34d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :—Craftsmen, 3s. 844 
Labourers, 3s. 3d. ¢ Plus 2d. per working day. + This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 

Note.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 

Women’s RATES.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour, Women introduced to carry out work 


other than craft processes, 2s. 4d. per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 786 
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April 30 1954 


Conditions for Grants 


STEPS to encourage owners to modernise 
and make better use of houses by im- 
provement and conversion with the aid of 
grants under the Housing Act, 1949, are ex- 
plained in a circular (No. 36 /54, dated April 
20) to local housing authorities in England 
and Wales issued by Mr. Harold Macmillan, 
Minister of Housing and Local Government. 

He is convinced, he says, that all local 
quthorities will recognise that houses which 
lack modern services and amenities are well 
on the way to permanent unfitness, and he 
adds: “‘ The owners have less and less incen- 
five to maintain them properly as they fall 
steadily behind modern standards. It is a 
question of time only—and not a long time— 
before they become slums and a statutory re- 
sponsibility to the local authority. If this 
process can be arrested by timely improve- 
ment or conversion at a charge to rates and 
taxes appreciably less than that imposed by 
building a new house to replace a slum, it is 
only elementary prudence to encourage the 
owners to do the necessary work.” 

The circular says that the Housing Repairs 
and Rents Bill makes a number of provisions 
designed to encourage many more applica- 
tions for grants than have so far been 
attracted, and that if and when the Bill be- 
comes law local authorities will be sent 
another circular explaining its provisions. 
Meanwhile, the circular stresses a number of 
points on which existing law and pro- 
cedure (which were explained in a circular 
issued in September, 1949) seem to have been 
imperfectly understood, or too rigidly inter- 
preted or applied. 

These points include: 

(1) Revision of the requirements a 
dwelling must satisfy after improvement to 
attract a grant. The purpose is to exclude 
or modify requirements which experience 
has shown to be unreasonable as absolute 
conditions of grant. 

(2) As from April 21 this year the mini- 
mum estimated cost of improving or con- 
verting a dwelling before it can qualify 
for grant has been reduced from £150 to 
£100. 


(3) Reasonable expenditure on the pro- 
fessional fees of architects, surveyors and 
engineers may now be included in the costs 
which rank for grant. 

(4) Local authorities are told that 
schemes of improvement or conversion 
need no longer be reckoned as a part of 
their approved programme of new house 
building. 

(5) Local authorities will no longer have 
to refer private owners’ applications for 
grant to the Ministry but may themselves 
give approval. 


Revised Requirements 


In his circular Mr. Macmillan says that the 
current requirements a dwelling must satis- 
fy after improvement if a grant is to be 
tarned seem to have severely discouraged 
applications for grant and so resulted in 
many good, sound houses being left to be- 
come obsolescent instead of being 
modernised. 

These requirements were recommended in 
a report published in 1946 of the “ Standards 
| of Fitness” Sub-Committee of the Central 
Housing Advisory Committee. The report 
made it clear that the requirements repre- 
) Snted a standard which would bear com- 
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parison with what is regarded as proper in 
a new dwelling, and that they needed to be 
applied in each case with due regard to the 
physical limitations of the building con- 
cerned, and to what public utility services 
were reasonably available to it. The Minis- 
ter has always had power to waive one or 
more of the specified requirements in indi- 
vidual cases. 

“It does not seem to have been sufficiently 
understood that the recommended require- 
ments were always intended to be applied 
subject to the reservations mentioned above,” 
says the circular. ‘‘ Many local authorities 
have been slow to invoke the Minister’s 
power of waiver. Many owners have not 
appreciated its existence, and have been dis- 
couraged by a list of requirements, some of 
which they believe it to be impossible to 
satisfy. 

“The Minister has decided, therefore, that 
it would be helpful to local authorities, 
owners, and, indeed, all concerned, if the 
requirements were revised to exclude or 
modify those which it would be unreasonable 
to make an absolute condition of grant.” 

In revising the requirements the Minister 
has taken into account representations he has 
received from the Royal Institute of British 
Architects and the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors, and the views of the 
Central Housing Advisory Committee and of 
the Associations of Local Authorities. 

The revised requirements are that the 
dwelling must, after improver.ent or con- 
version :— 

(1) Be in,a good state of repair and sub- 
stantially free from damp; 

(2) have each room properly lighted and 
ventilated; 

(3) have an adequate supply of whole- 
some water laid on inside the dwelling; 

(4) be provided with efficient and ade- 
quate means of supplying hot water for 
domestic purposes; 

(5) have an internal or otherwise readily 
accessible water closet; 

(6) have a fixed bath (or shower) pre- 
ferably in a separate room; 

(7) be provided with a sink or sinks and 
with suitable arrangements for the disposal 
of waste water; 

(8) have a proper drainage system; 

{9) be provided in each room with ade- 
quate points for gas or electric lighting 
(where reasonably available); 

(10) be provided with adequate facilities 
for heating; 

(11) have satisfactory facilities for stor- 
ing, preparing and cooking food; 

(12) have proper provision for the stor- 
age of fuel (where required). 

These revised requirements, says the Minis- 
ter, should enable local authorities to deal 
with the majority of applications without 
needing to ask for a waiver, although he will 
always be willing to consider the exceptional 
case in which a waiver is thought to be 
needed. 


No “ Means Test ” 


Mr. Macmillan reminds local authorities 
that the circular issued in 1949 emphasised 
that the financial resources of a private owner 
were wholly irrelevant to the question whether 
or not an improvement grant should be made. 
Representations have been made to him that 
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many applications have been rejected out 
of hand because the local authority con- 
cerned were reluctant in principle to make 
grants, particularly where they had any 
reason to believe that the applicant was 
financially able to do the work without one. 

The power that the Housing Act of 1949 
gave local authorities to make grants is per- 
missive and aot mandatory. but, the circular 
says, “it was clearly the intention of Parhia- 
ment that grants should be available to 
private owners willing to comply with the 
requirements, and the Minister must say 
quite plainly that a refusal to entertain any 
application, or the imposition of a means 
test which has no sanction in the Act, can 
only lay a local authority open to increasing 
criticism from their constituents as the pro- 
visions of the grants are made more widely 
known, and owners are encouraged to apply 
for them, by the publicity which the Minister 
intends to give them.” 
£100 Minimum 

Referring to his decision to revise the 
limits of expenditure ranking for grant, the 
Minister says that local authorities have pro- 
duced evidence that the existing regulations 
(which exclude from grant schemes of im- 
provement or conversion which cost less 
than £150 a dwelling) have been disqualifying 
useful projects which in all other respects 
comply fully with the conditions. He has 
therefore made amending regulations whieh 
came into force on April 21 reducing the 
minimum figure to £100, and he asks local 
authorities to make the alteration known to 
prospective applicants. 

In view of the provision made in the 
Housing Repairs and Rents Bill to remove 
altogether the upper limit of £800 laid down 
in the Act of 1949, the Minister says he is 
willing on the application of a local authority 
to consider using now his power under that 
Act to waive the upper limit for any indi- 
vidual scheme, although the grant will not 
normally exceed £400, 


Expert Advice 


Lists of architects and surveyors practising 
in and around the area who will be prepared 
to advise on works of improvement and con- 
version are shortly to be sent to each local 
authority by the professional organisation for 
the benefit of owsers applying for or in- 
quiring about grants. 


Encouragement of Applications 


Mr. Macmillan says he will be glad to 
see more local authorities setting the private 
landlords an example by demonstrating what 
can be done to modernise existing houses by 
well-conceived schemes of improvement or 
conversion, and he will welcome also their 
making a direct approach to owners of suit- 
able houses, who might be induced by an 
invitation from their local council to think 
about improving or converting their pro- 
perty. 

Joinery Managers’ Visit 

Members of the Joinery Managers’ Asso- 
ciation, including Mr. C. T. H. Hiscock, 
chairman, and Mr. H. W. Russell, secretary, 
visited Aero Research Ltd., at Duxford. Cam- 
bridge, on April 14. A full afternoon was 
spent in the factory where “ Aerolite ” resin 
glues are made and in the main factory all? 
stages in the production of urea-formaldehyde 
resins were on view. A tour of the works 
included a visit to the control laboratories 
where routine tests for viscosity, pot-life and 
stability of the glues were demonstrated. 
Specimen joints were also tested, and the 
visit ended with a brains trust. 3 
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HOUSING OUTPUT 
AND CONVERSIONS 
Mr. Macmillan’s Estimates 


Me. HAROLD MACMILLAN, Minister 
“"™" of Housing and Local Government, 
speaking at Liverpool on April 22, said that 
there was nothing he could foresee which 
could prevent something like 340,000 houses 
being built during this year. “We cannot 
go on increasing at this rate indefinitely, but 
we do intend to keep up this rate as long 
as there is a need for it,” he said. 


Speaking on the conversion of older 
houses, he said: “ Now you may say, ‘Is 
this really worth while? Would it not be 
better in the long run to pull them all down 
and build new ones?’ Well, let us look at 
it purely from the business point of view. 
First of all, these are structurally sound 
houses that ought not to be wasted. Secondly, 
building a council house costs about £1,500, 
which means that a total subsidy of £35 12s. 
a year is paid by the State and the rate- 
payer—£26 14s. by the State, £8 18s. by the 
ratepayer. And this is not just for the next 
few years. It is for 60 years, 


** Now we, as a Government, like our pre- 
decessors, who passed the Act of 1949, are 
prepared to encourage house-owners to 
improve or convert their houses by paying 
half the cost or £400, whichever is the less, 
per dwelling produced. One quarter of this 
grant would come from local rates and three- 
quarters from taxes. 


“I am told that some people hesitate to 
make owners a gift of this kind of public 
money. I can only say that the alternative 
may well be to let these houses go derelict. 
A conversion scheme may cost, say, £800 
for each new flat which results from the con- 
version. A scheme of improvement, in the 
case of a small house, might cost somewhere 
between £100 and £300 a house. As a result 
of this work, the property might well be 
given a new life of as much as 30 years 
or more. Which is the better—to adopt 
my stitch-in-time policy and pay out now 
from £100 up to £400 a dwelling, or to build 
new council houses at a cost for 60 years of 
£26 14s. a year to the taxpayer and £8 18s. 
a year to the ratepayer, or new council flats 
which cost much more?” 


The New Circular 


Referring to his circular on conversion 
(summarised on page 783), Mr. Macmillan 
said that in it he described improvement and 
conversion as “elementary prudence.” 
Perhaps it would be even simpler to say 
that it was plain common-sense. There must 
be thousands of houses, particularly in the 
North and the Midlands, of the “ two-up- 
and-two-down” type, which could benefit 
from an improvement which might cost 
between £100 and £300 a house—to give 
them bathrooms, hot water, water closets, 
smokeless fires and similar necessities of 
modern living. 


“I am all in favour of new council houses 
where they are needed,” the Minister added. 
“But are we, as ordinary businesslike 
people, going to throw away our national 
asset of older houses and saddle ourselves 
needlessly with ever-mounting loan burdens 
which we can ill afford to meet? I say 
the answer is simple. Let us adopt the 
stitch-in-time policy now, without another 
moment’s delay.” 
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NORTH DOWNS ESTATE 
SCHEME 
- Proposals Rejected 


JKENT COUNTY COUNCIL have refused 

a new appiication for permission to de- 
velop the Trosley Towers estate on the North 
Downs, which was submitted recently by the 
owner of the estate, Mr. E. E. Shahmoon. 
Last year the council approved development 
of the estate in principle although they re- 
jected the particular proposals put forward 
at that time. 

The latest development scheme proposed 
by Mr. Shahmoon provided for the building 
on the estate of 1,500 houses, 10 buildings 
for rural industry, and 75 shops and other 
buildings. A statement issued on behalf of 
the council explains that, as local planning 
authority, they have refused to grant plan- 
ning permission for three reasons. 

These are, first, that “ the scheme, as sub- 
mitted, is inappropriate as a layout for a 
village community and would be detrimental 
to rural amenity.” Secondly, the proposed 
development, which envisages a population 
of more than 5,000 persons, would be largely 
dormitory in character, and the establishment 
of such a large community in this locality 
divorced from local needs would, in the 
members’ view, be likely to have a serious 
effect on the pleasantness of the country- 
side. The third reason given is that some of 
the proposed buildings would be likely to be 
visible from areas south of the North Downs. 

Trosley Towers estate is a 360-acre stretch 
of downland with views across the Weald 
and the Pilgrims’ Way. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. Ernest SmitH, AIOB, has been elected to the 
boards of Rawlings Bros., Ltd., and Styles (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., and has been appointed managing 
director of the latter company. 

The United Steel Companies, Ltd., announce that 
Mr. T. S. KILPATRICK, director and commercial 
manager of Workington Iron and Steel Co., has been 
appointed a director of Distington Engineering Co., 
Ltd. Mr. Kilpatrick will, from May 3, be commercial 
manager of both companies. 











BOOKS FOR BUILDERS 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 
By JOHN T. REA 
The new 11th edition has been brought up te 
date to September, 1950, with tables giving 
cost increases for materials and labour fer 
1936-7, 1939 and 1944-50. Over 680 
illustrations. 21s. net (by post 21s. 10d.) 


DRAINAGE AND SANITATION 
By E. H. BLAKE 
10th Edition just published. 
Revised and re-illustrated. 
**...This has become a standard volume cover- 
ing in a concise and compact measure the 
whole subject.” — The Engineer. 
15s. net (by post 15s. 9d.) 


FLETCHER’S QUANTITIES 
Revised by A. E. BAYLIS 
12th Edition revised. 
This famous work presents, in tabulated form, 
the methods of the valuation and measurement 
of building and engineering work. 700 pp. 
Many diagrams. 30s. net (by post 31s.) 


THE PRINCIPLES OF 
STRUCTURAL MECHANICS 
By PERCY J. WALDRAM 
3rd Edition revised. 

**The success of the book depends not merely 
on the author's obvious mastery of his subject 
...but even more on his uncommon gift of 
lucid explanation.” — The Architects’ Journal 


18s. net (by past 18s. 9d.) 


BATSFORD LTD. 
Retail Dept., 


B. T. 








15 North Audley Street, London, W.1 
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THE SCOPE FOR 
PRIVATE HOUSING 


Sir Bruce Wycherley’s Review 


G PEAKING at the Weekend School of the 
Building Societies Institute (South. 
Eastern Group) at Hastings, on April 23, Sp 
BRUCE WYCHERLEY, Managing Director 
Abbey National Building Society, said tha 
he thought we could truly say our housing 
problem was in a state of transition. We 
were emerging from a period of decided 
abnormality, chiefly due to the recent war, 
and were gradually proceeding to a condition 
which might be normal, more or less, 

“We should, perhaps, be on firmer ground 
if we knew what are the precise dimensions 
of the housing ‘shortage’ at this moment,” 
he continued. “The recent Census figures 
suggested that this shortage may be less than 
many formerly supposed, especially in view 
of the long waiting lists to which some 
councils draw attention from time to time. 
One difficulty is that the conception of an 
acceptable housing standard is a changing 
one. “Clearly, properties which are not slums 
but still far from satisfactory will sooner or 
later require special consideration, following 
the higher housing standard demanded, 
Whether building societies will, with proper 
safeguards, assist in this modernisation and 
conversion, however, remains to be seen. If 
the work is to be undertaken adequately, it 
will call for extensive funds from one quarter 
or another. 

“In the main, our mortgage service is 
designed to promote home ownership. Last 
year, out of over 300,000 houses built, 63,000 
houses were provided for purchase, while 
this year, out of a total output which may 
be around 300,000, apparently some 80,000 
houses are to be available for sale. Thus 
the number of new houses being built for 
owner-occupation is still little more than a 
stream, but we hope that it will broaden 
out into something like a river in the next 
few years. If we need some guidance as to 
what level home-ownership might reach, it 
is interesting that in the United States of 
America the proportion is 55 per cent. and 
this is a rising figure.” 

We were sometimes told that a high pro: 
portion of owner-occupied houses would 
hinder the mobility of labour and this might 
have prejudicial effects, especially in a period 
of falling employment. If there was any 
truth in this at all—and he considered there 
was very little himself—it was far more true 
that the continuance of rent restriction was 
a hindrance to the mobility of labour. Here 
tenants were definitely bogged down by the 
advantage of what in many cases were 
absurdly low rents. 

Returning to the American figure of 55 
per cent., Sir Bruce Wycherley said that the 
difference between one-third: and 55 per cent. 
of all houses in England and Wales at the 
moment amounted to approximately 
2.600,000 houses, which suggested a quite 
considerable field for future building society 
activity, 

Obviously, much would depend upon the 
course of building costs. To-day those costs 
were over three times what they were before 
the war and as a consequence they could 
now provide assistance for, say, only on 
house for every three for which they pro 
vided assistance before the war. 

The speaker added that if he had to sum 
marise the building society outlook both if 
connection with the thrift and the mortgag 
side in a single sentence, he should say: | 
“Set Fair.” 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


{From Our Own Correspondents! 


Australia—The New South Wales Gov- 
ernment is considering erecting a memorial 
in Farm Cove, Sydney, to mark the spot 
where Queen Elizabeth stepped on to Aus- 
tralian soil during her recent visit. The 
Premier, Mr. Cahill, says it is proposed to 
appoint a committee to discuss the proposal 
and that the Federal Government has been 
asked if it wishes to be represented on the 
committee. 


Saudi Arabia. — The German firm 
Covengco has been appointed by the Saudi 
Arabian Government as Government engin- 
eering consultants and contractors in suc- 
cession to the firm Michael Baker, Inc. The 
terms are thought to be cost plus 64 per 
cent. plus $30,000 per month, giving an 
effective margin of 124 per cent. It has been 
reported that 130 German engineers have 
already arrived in Jedda and Riyadh. A 
proper Department of Public Works is still 
being discussed, as is the Damman_ fer- 
tiliser factory, now estimated to cost about 
$30m. A survey is being made of the 
Hejaz railway line which is to be built 
between Medina and Jordan. 

A representative of the German firm 
Guterhoffnungschutz has been arranging the 
erection of a cement factory near Damman, 
and German surveyors have been considering 
the possibility of a cement factory at Taif. 

A Saudi Fisheries Company is to be estab- 
lished, with headquarters in Jedda. It has 
been reported that this company is to set 
up a marine workshop in Jedda big enough 
to service six fishing vessels. 


Sweden.—The Swedish Shale Oil Company 
has reached an agreement with the Swedish 
Co-operative Federation and its subsidiary 
the Swedish Saltpetre Company regarding the 
construction of an ammonium nitrate plant 
at Kvarntorp (central Sweden) with a capacity 
of 22,000 tons annually. 

The Minister of Commerce is considering 
a proposal for the construction. of a South 
Eastern coastal railway between Linkoping, 
which is 120 miles south of Stockholm on 
the main Stockholm-Malmo line. The cost 
is estimated at £5m. 


Thailand——Recently announced Govern- 
ment schemes in Thailand include plans to 
establish a vegetable oil factory, a plywood 
factory, a gunny-bag factory and a dye 
factory. None of these schemes has as yet 
received confirmation. The site for the 
erection of an iron and steel factory is being 
prepared in the Kanchanaburi Province. 
Cost is estimated at about £10m. 

The Belgian Government is reported to 
have offered to lend 100m. Belgian francs 
for the construction of a new port at 
Sriracha. Five experts are being sent to 
study the Thai Government’s plans for the 
port. Tenders are to be invited for the 
construction of a breakwater, harbour and 
wharves and ancillary buildings. 

Over 30 firms are said to have put in 
bids for the construction of four new bridges 
Across the Menam River. 

The Philips Electrical Company intend to 
build a factory in Bangkok for making 
gramophone records. 


*USA.—The American Import and Export 
Co., 825, Land Title-building, Philadelphia, 
10, Pennsylvania, are anxious to receive 
from UK suppliers quotations for the follow- 
ing items in all available colours: (a) ceramic 
wall tiles, 44 in. by 44 in.; (b) asphalt floor 


oe 
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tiles, 9 in. by 9 in. and 4 in. thick. Interested 
firms are invited to send details of their 
quotations direct to Mr. David S. Dubin, 
of the American Import and Export Com- 
pany, giving prices in dollars per square 
foot cif East Coast port, also fob London. 
All inquiries by telephone should be made 
to Chancery 4411, Ext. 862. 
USSR.—Construction is to commence 
shortly on the Novosibirsk hydro-electric 
station on the Soviet River Orb. This 
station, which is being built about 18 miles 
from the town of Novosibirsk, will be of 
great importance in the further development 
of Western Siberia, and it is known that 
USSR trade organisations are interested in 
British building materials for this project. 
Such plant as earth-moving machines, ex- 
cavators and tools should be of interest. 
This station will include a whole series of 
big structures—the power house itself, a 


concrete spillway dam, an earthen dam and. 


a shipping lock with a three-chamber lock. 
Millions of cubic yards of rock will have 
to be excavated, and several hundred thou- 
sand cubic yards of concrete and reinforced 
concrete will be laid, as well as metal struc- 
tures weighing more than 10,000 tons. 
Housing estates are to be built as well as 
schools, clubs, a large bakery, a hospital 
and a treatment centre. 

Another large hydro-electric station. is 
being erected at Gorky, on the left bank 
of the Volga. Houses are to be built on 
both sides of the river. Two large concrete 
factories are to be erected as well as a saw- 
mill and_ ferro-concrete manufacturing 
plants. 

Another hydro-electric station is to go 
up on the Angara River. In the area around 
the small village of Kuzmikha a town is 
being built for the workers employed on 
the project. This station when completed 
will bring power to Eastern Siberia, and 
already plans are in hand for the building 
of aluminium, chemical and iron and steel 
works as well as timber enterprises, furniture 
plants and large plants for the production 
of prefabricated houses. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Don Volga Canal 

A coloured documentary film of the build- 
ing of the Don Volga Canal will be shown 
at the Building Centre on May 3 and May 6 
at six o’clock. Admission free. 


The Late Mr, Day 

The death occurred on April 14, of Mr. 
D. G. Day, director of Fassnidge, Son and 
Norris, and the Broomhall Joinery Co., 222, 
High-street, Uxbridge. 


The Late Mr. C. H. Collis 

We regret to report the sudden death on 
April 20, of Mr. Charles H. Collis, area 
manager for Cementone in Surrey, Kent and 
Sussex. Although only 55 years of age, 
Mr. Collis had been for 40 years in the 
service of Joseph Freeman Sons and Co., 
Ltd. 


Lecturers on Building Subjects 

Liverpool education committee are invit- 
ing applications for lecturers on various sub- 
jects at the College of Building, Clarence- 
street. Applications should be submitted 
before May 21. Details advertised elsewhere 
in this issue. 
Derequisitioning 

No. 14 Belgrave-square, London, used by the 
Earl Marshal for his Coronation head- 
quarters, was among properties derequisi- 
tioned by the Ministry of Works during 
March. Another release in London was 
“ Tattersalls,” Knightsbridge, SW1, which 
had been used for storage purposes. All 
told, 26 properties or parts of properties 
were released in various regions, a total of 
190,658 sq. ft. of space. 


TRADE NEWS 


Fuel Appliances 

List No. 8 of recommended domestic 
solid fuel appliances has been issued by the 
Coal Utilisation Council, 3, Upper Belgrave- 
street, SW1, price 6d. 


Air Conditioner 

A + h.p. window-fitting air conditioner is 
being manufactured by the Longford 
Engineering Co., Ltd., of Bognor Regis, 
Sussex. It can give an output of 4,500 BTUs 
on 230 volts, 50 cycles, and is produced in a 
variety of colours. The sealed unit fitted 
can be supplied to either 50 or 60 cycles, 110 
or 220 volts, and is fitted with ventilating 
flaps, micro mechanism, manual reset low 
voltage protector, and air filter. A switch- 
operated system for converting the unit to 
a heat pump by reversing the refrigerating 
cycle is shortly to be incorporated. Brochures 
can be obtained from the company. 


A Safety Lock 

Designed to defeat efforts to force entry 
into premises is the “ Remlock,” being in- 
troduced by Remploy, Ltd., 25, Buckingham- 
gate, SW1, and first demonstrated last week. 

This lock incorporates an adaptation of 
the constant mesh cam and trap principle to 
a normal rim night-latch. There are only 
three moving components, and the bolt has a 
“ fully-shot ” projection of one inch to give 
a positive deadlock and thwart any attempts 
from outside to push it back. To prevent 
any possibility of a forcible entry being 
effected by turning the inside knob of the 
lock, an extra safety device has been incor- 
porated. If upon leaving the premises the 
key is inserted into the inside lock and given 
a quarter-turn, the internal knob is locked 
as soon as the door is closed. 
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Housing Improvement Grants 


OUSING IMPROVEMENT GRANTS 
may now be paid in Scotland in cases 
where the estimated cost of the work to be 
done is between £100 and £800 for each 
resultant dwelling instead of between £150 
and £800 as at present. Regulations making 
this change came into force on April 21. 
Improvement grants may be up to half of 
the estimated cost of the work. They are 
available under certain conditions to persons 
who wish to convert existing houses into two 
or more new ones, to combine small houses 
which are not up to present-day standards, 
or to bring old houses up to modern 
standards by “improving” them—the work 
must be more than ordinary repairs—e.g., 
installing a bathroom. 


Demonstration Houses 


Mr. JAMES STuaRT, MP, Secretary of State 
for Scotland, is opening today, a demonstra- 
tion block of three- and four-apartment flats 
at Sighthill, Edinburgh, which has been 
built, at his request, by the Scottish Special 
Housing Association. 

The houses have been built primarily to 
demonstrate the new standards which have 
been applied to local authority houses by a 
recent Department of Health circular. Eco- 
nomies have also been achieved by using a 
new system of construction for load-bearing 
walls and brickwork, which saves several 
thousand bricks per flat. The average num- 
ber of bricks used per flat, including an 
average of 3 ft. 9 in. of underbuilding and 
the outbuildings, was 13,700. The approxi- 
mate number of bricks required per flat 
without these economies is commonly some 
17,000 to 21,000. Thus, in round terms, four 
flats can be built to these designs where three 
could be built before. 


Space-Saving Houses 


A MEETING with the Secretary of State for 
Scotland is being sought by the Housing 
‘Committee of Glasgow Corporation to dis- 
cuss the question of space-saving houses. 
They agreed on April 6 to accept, “with 
teluctance,” 280 of these dwellings for the 
Cadder-road scheme, part of an allocation 
of about 5,000 to be built in the city by the 
Scottish Special Housing Association. 


Falkirk Rejects 360 Houses 


BECAUSE they consider a ceiling height of 
7 ft. 6 in. to be too low, Falkirk Town Coun- 
cil, by a majority, have rejected an offer of 
360 houses which the Scottish Special Hous- 
ing Association proposed to build in the 
burgh. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Auchinairn.—Lanarkshire CC has plans in hand for 
new scheme of 54 houses to be erected at Carluke, 
Crawfordyke, for which the architect is Samuel Mac- 
Coll (A), County-bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Dumbartonshire.—Plans in hand for 18 houses to 
be erected at Drumchapel at an est. cost of £28,800, 
for which tke architect is Archibald G. Jury. (F), 
Housing Offices, Glasgow Cross, Glasgow. 

Dumbartonshire.—Plans in hand for new scheme of 
768 houses to be erected at Unit 3 of the Drumchapel 
housing site. The est. cost is £1,307,770 and the 
architect is Archibald G. Jury (F), Housing Offices, 
Glasgow Cross, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Pians prepared for additions and exten- 
sions to garage at Paisley-rd. West, for The Clans 
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Cars, Ltd., 367, Alexandria-parade, Dennistoun, 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for scheme 
of demolition and the erection of staff accommoda- 
tion, storage building, and new offices by Malcolm 
MacNeil, Ltd., 155, Brook-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans "prepared for the Scottish Grain 
Distilling Co., Ltd., Adelphia-st., have been approved 
for new warehouse ‘buildings to be erected at London- 
rd., for which the architects are Yates, Cook and 
Darbyshire, 43, Marleborough-st., London, WI. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for the Governors of the 
Royal Technical College for alterations and additions 
to the college for which the architects are Wylie, 
Shanks and Wylie (F&A), 120, Blythswood-st., 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow. —Plans prepared and approved for new 
reservoir at the Castlemilk housing estate for which 
plans have been prepared by the Architectural and 
Planning Department, Corporation Offices, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Corporation is to build at Carthanlock 
a water tower and reservoir for which the architect 
is Archibald G. Jury (F), Housing Offices, Glasgow 
Cross, Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Plans in the hands of their own archi- 
tects for extensions at the Rankine memorial maternity 
hospital. Larkfield, for the Department of Health fcr 
Scotland, Edinburgh. 

Greenock.—Corporation has had sketch plans pre- 
pared for a_proposed housing development at Kilma- 


colm-rd., Glenbrae-rd., for which the architect is 
Robert L. Rankine, AMTPI, MInstCE, Municipal- 
bldgs., Hamilton-st., Greenock. 


Lanarkshire.—CC has had sketch plans prepared 
and submitted to the Scottish Education Department 
for approval of a new Catholic prim. and jun. sec. 
sch. The architect is William Watt (F), County 
Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for 80 houses to be 
erected at the Douglas housing site, for which the 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


LLOWING are rates of wages 

authorised by the Scottish Nationa] 
Joint Council as from February 1, 1954, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 74d.; Labourers, 3s. 24, 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 

Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours, 

d. 
Ist. ws ae <« “ae 39 104 
2nd se ne os oar 33. 2 
3rd as ue os ae @ 9 
4th “s “ -- 664 106 4 
Sth A a os Ve 119 7% 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft cone (at end of s. d. 
probationary period 23 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) 2 104 











architect is J. Austin Bent (A), 
Edinburgh. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for new offices for 
Gidean Walker & Co.. Ltd., to be erected at Blan- 
tyre Mills, Low Blantyre, for which the architect is 
Alexander MacClenaglan, 50, Watson-st., Blantyre, 


15, Palmerston-pl,, 





FUTURE. CONSTRUCTION. 


MAY 14. 
*tIslington BC.—68 dwellings, 
Dixon Clark, TC. Dep. £3 3s 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for .applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


MAY 3. 
*tRutherglen Burgh.—Seven blocks of four-storey 
flats comprising 112 houses, Blairbeth site. Cc. 


Russell, 
MAY 5. 
*+Hastings Corpn.—(1) 12 flats at St. George’s-rd.; 
(2) 9 flats at Emmanuel-rd.; (3) 4 flats at Emmanuel- 
d.; (4) 4 flats at Gladstone-ter. BE. Dep. £3 3s. 
MAY 7. 
*t+tBucks CC.—Classroom block, Girls’ High School, 
Slough. County A, Aylesbury. Dep. £2. Tenders by 


May 31 
MAY 10. 


*+Hendon BC.—Modernisation of offices and lighting 
at St. John’s C of E school. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


THE ORGANISATION 
OF BUILDING FIRMS 


A series of articles, con- 
tributed by leading Builders 
in various parts of Great 
Britain, on the organisa- 
tion of the medium sized 
builders’ business. Re- 
printed from “The Builder.” 
Price 2/6; By post, 2/9 


& 
Book Dept. 
The Builder House, 
Catherine Street, W.C.2 
Tele.: TEMple Bar 6251 (Ext. 5) 




















Petherton-rd. H 
Tenders by June 21. 


MAY 15. 

*Lancs CC.—Control centre at Pit-la., Widnes. 
Boro’ A, Widnes. Dep. £1 Is. 
MAY 17. 


*Southend-on-Sea CB.—Reinstatement of roofs cf 
girls’ block and practical block, Westborough secondary 
schools. A. Glen, TC. Dep. £1 

MAY 19. 

*Southport CB.—Entrance and staircase, Pavilion- 
bldgs., Lord-st. Boro’ A and Town Planning Officers” 
Dept., 93, Lord-st. Dep. £1 Is. 


MAY 20. 
*+Willesden BC.—List of approved contractors. 
BE&sS. 
MAY 21. 
Chatham BC.—72 flats on the Woods Wood estate, 
Chatham. J. A. T. Richards, Deputy BE&S, Towm 
Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


Y 24. 
*Preston CBC.—Structural steelwork at Ashton 5 
county secondary school. Ss. 
*Skegness UDC.—24 flats at Sundial estate. E&S. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 25. 
*Harrow UDC.—Hut for civil defence purposes, 
Sancroft-rd., Harrow Weald. J. H. Melville Richards, 
E&S. Dep. £2. os 


*Finchley BC. ieee _*..—— to schools ané 
other buildings (four contracts). BE&S. Dep. £2 
each contract. 

MAY 27. 


*Croydon CB.—Extending John Newnham school, 

Addington. Chief Ed. Officer, Katherine-st. Dep. £1. 
MAY 31, 

*Congleton BC.—Contract No. 1, 


58 dwellings om 
Buglawton housing estate. BE&S. i 


Dep. £2 2s 
JUNE 1. Pan 

*tSouthgate BC. — Selected list of building con- 

tractors. BE&S. 


JUNE 4. 
*Salford City C.—102 flats at Trinity clearance area 
No. 1 (part 2). City E. Dep. £3 3s. 


NO DATE. 

Leek (Staffs) RDC.—76 dwellings at Unit Greem 
housing site. Forshaw, Massey and Greaves, archi- 
tects, The Old White Hart, 73, Trinity-st., Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent. Dep. £3 3s. 

Notts CC.—Erection of police houses in the Not- 
tingham_ district. County A, County Hall, Trent 
Bridge, Nottingham. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


MAY 8. 
*Cornwall CC.—Windows for (a) new secondary 
school at Treswithian, Camborne; and (b) new junior 
school, Cardaze, St. Austell. County A, Truro. 


MAY 10. 
*+Huntingdonshire CC.—Central heating and hor 
water installation, Godmanchester CP sch. County 
A, Huntingdon. 
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MAY 15. 
*Golborne UDC.—Roof tiling 24 houses and 16 
bungalows. J. B. Hoyle. E&S. 
MAY 17. 
*Halifax CB.—Reconstruction of floor, 
Bus Garage. BE, Crossley-st. Dep. £2. 


Elmwood 
9. 
*Shrewsbury BC. — Exiernal painting 474 houses. 


21. 

*Sunderland Local Ed. Authy.—(1) Installation of 
central heating and hot-water supply apparatus; (2) 
electrical installation at Broadway primary junior 
school. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

_ MAY 22. 

*Essex CC.—Repainting of 14 steel bridges. H. J. 
Berry, CS, Chelmsford. 

*Welwyn Garden City UDC.—External painting of 
215 houses and 16 flats. Housing Manager. 


MAY 24. 
*tHayes and Harlington UDC.—School maintenance 
painting contracts at Hayes. E&S. 
MAY 26. 
*Stockport TC.—Stallboards, counters, etc., in nine 
shops, Brurinington estate. BS. Dep. £3 3s. 
*Wembley BC.—Redecoration of schools. BE&S. 
JUNE 1. 
*Islington BC.—Repair and renewal of wood block 
flooring at Town Hall. BE&S. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


MAY 14, 

Caistor RDC.—Contract No. 12, laying of about 
34 miles spun-iron pipes; Contract No. 14, 100,000- 
galls. r.c. reservoir at Hamilton Hill. John H. Haiste 
& Ptnrs., 4, Queen-sq., Woodhouse-la., Leeds, 2. 

MAY 15. 

East Grinstead UDC.—Stage 2 of secondary site 
development works at Blackwell Farm estate. B. J. 
Cornelius, FRICS, S to Council. Dep. £3 3s. 

MAY 17. 

Grange UDC.—Public works to augment the exist- 
ing water supply. Ward, Ashcroft and Parkman, en- 
gineers, 38, The Temple, Dale-st., Liverpool, 2. Dep. 


£10 10s. 
MAY 20. 
*+Pembrokeshire CC.—Preparation of playing fields 
bel two new schools. County A. Dep. £2 2s. each 
job. 


M. 21. 
Bristol CC.—Bridge over River Frome at Muller-rd. 
City E. Dep. £2 2s. : 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Battersea.—DEVELOPMENT.—Hsg. Com. have sub- 
mitted plans which have received town planning 
approval by LCC for the development of the following 
sites: (i) Brynmaer-rd. (No. 2), one three-storey block 
of six flats; (ii) Devereux-rd., the erection of eight 
houses on the sites of Nos. 33-45 and the erection 
of seven houses (instead of six houses as previously 
teported) and four flats on the sites of Nos. 52-66 
opposite; and (iii) Fontarabia-rd., a total of 22 houses 
on two sites. 

Battersea.—Housinc.—Hsg. Com. have considered 
an estimate amounting to £115,655 for the development 
of Nos. 273/297, Lavender-hill (Site No. 2) by the 
erection of 13 flats, 8 maisonettes, 7 shops and bank 
Premises in four-storey construction, and recommend 
that BC approve the development. 

Camberwell.—DEVELOPMENT.—Stage 1 approval has 
been received from the LCC for the use by BC of 
site No. 146, Crawford-rd./Coldharbour-la. for perma- 
nent housing development. A Memorial Club is pro- 
Posed for erection on a suitable site in Coldharbour- 
la. to provide amenities for about 100 old people. 

Croydon.—Housers.—The erection of seven houses 
and garages on a site adjacent to ‘‘ Bramley Oak 
Cottage,’”” Violet-la., as proposed by D. Caroline, 16, 
Kingswood-la., Warlingham, has received TP per- 
mission. 

Croydon.—Housinc.—TP approval has been given 
to a scheme proposed by Corpn. for the erection of 

) houses at sites in Headley-dr., Brockham-cres., 
Mickleham-way and Dunley-dr. 

Croydon. — MAISONETTES AND Fr Lats. — 18 
maisonettes and nine flats in three blocks are proposed 
by Wates, Ltd., 1258-1260, London-rd., Norbury, 
SW16, for erection at Nos. 1175-1179, London-rd. 
TP approval has been granted to the scheme subject 
to conditions. 

Croydon.—OrFice EXxTENSION.—Commercial Union 
Assurance Co., Ltd., 112-114, High-st., Croydon, have 
received TP consent to their proposals for an ex- 
tension to their offices in Laud-st. at the rear of their 
Present premises. 

Deptford.—AprornTMENT.—Hsg. Com. have ap- 
Pointed H. V. Ashley and Winton Newman, 3, 
Verulam-bldgs., Gray’s Inn, WC1, as architects for 
the fifth stage of the MBC’s housing programme. 

Hampstead.—A pPoInTMENT.—Hsg. Com. recommend 
fiat A. E. Thornton-Firkin and Ptnrs., of 17, Fitz- 
farainge-st.. WI, be appointed as quantity surveyors 
or the Preparation of bills of quantities, etc., in con- 
nection with new development proposals including 
ound Persons dwellings on a site at the Westcroft 

Holborn.—Orrices.—Gen. Purposes Com. recom- 
Fro that MBC approve the provision of alternative 
+ ed accommodation in the depot at the rear of the 
Peay Hall_at an approximate estimated cost of 

1000. The scheme includes the removal of the 
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existing temporary island building known as_ the 
Annexe, and Oswald E. Parratt, Adelaide House, 
London Bridge. EC4, has been appointed as quantity 
surveyor for the scheme. 

Holborn.—Orrices.—Office accommodation for ad- 
ministrative staffs of periodicals published by Hulton 
Press, Ltd., to be provided on site formerly occupied 
by Anderton’s Hotel at 161-6, Fleet-st., EC. The 
property has been acquired from Unicos Property Corpn., 
Ltd., by a newly formed property group, which pro- 
poses to construct the building. The transaction was 
made by Douglas Kershaw, Ltd., estate agents and sur- 
veyors, of Hanover-st., W. 

Islington.—CottaGE SHops.—LCC Hsg. Com. pro- 
pose the erection of a block of three ‘‘ cottage shops ”’ 
including living accommodation, clubroom, and two 
electricity transformer chambers at Quadrant estate. 
The new design of shop comprises, on the ground 
floor, in addition to the shop, a living-room, a kitchen, 
sanitary accommodation and _ two _ store-rooms, 
and, on the upper floor, three bedrooms and a 
combined bathroom and water closet. The estimated 
cost of the development is £13,370, and the plans 
were prepared by LCC architects’department. 

Islington.— DEVELOPMENT.—Hssg. om. have sub- 
mitted recommendations in respect of the semi- 
circular piece of vacant land in Hilldrop-la. and Nos. 
11 and 12, Hilldrop-cres. It is estimated that a block 
of 44 dwellings can be erected, and it may be neces- 
sary for steps to be taken for the compulsory acquisi- 
tion of the site. As the erection of dwellings should 
be commenced as early as possible Hsg. Com. are also 
recommending the appointment of E. C. P. Monson, 
FA.RIBA, 120, Moorgate, EC2, as architects, and 
O. E. Parratt, FRICS, Adelaide House, London 
Bridge, EC4, as quantity surveyor. 

Lambeth.—SiteE AcQuisiTIoN.—The freehold of No. 
134, Brixton-hill has been offered to MBC and Hsg. 
Com. are advised that the property is suitable for 
conversion into self-contained flats. A scheme is being 
prepared and they recommend that MBC purchase the 
site by agreement. 

Lambeth.—APPpoINTMENT.—Hsg. Com. recommend 
that F. J. Samuely, BSc., MICE, MIStructE, 8. Hamil- 
ton-pl., W1, be appointed as consulting engineer for 
site No. 24, Caldwell-st. The scheme provides for the 
construction of 72 flats in blocks of three storeys, 74 
maisonettes in four-storey blocks and three shops, 
adjoining the public-house at the corner of Caldwell- 
st. and Brixton-rd. The architects for the scheme are 
aa Melvin, Ward & Ptnrs., 15, Manchester-sq., 


Lambeth.—Site Acoursit1ion.—Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend the acquisition for housing purposes of site No. 
40, Acre-la. (No. 2) housing site at an estimated cost 
of £250,000; and the site owned by the Church Com- 
missioners comprising nearly an acre at the corner of 
Brixton-rd. and Hillvard-st. 

St. Marylebone.—Town Hat_.—Gen. Purposes Com. 
recommend that a special committee be appointed 
to proceed with the preparation of plans and schemes 
for the repair of the war damage to and reconstruction 
of the Town Hall and to be responsible for all matters 
connected therewith. The damage involves the council 
chamber and vestibule: the members’ robing room; 
the East Gallery and rooms adioining; the large offices 
on the ground and basement floors at the rear of the 
building; and a large portion of the main wall front- 
ing Salisbury-p!. There may also be latent damage in 
other portions which is not apparent. The actual 
work of reconstruction is likely to take two years or 
more to execute and will probably cost between 
£50,000 and £70.000. The opportunity may be taken 
during reconstruction to improve the layout of cer- 
tain offices and, if thought desirable, to provide the 
additional storey, plans for which were prepared by 
Sir Edwin Cooper & Son, FA.RIBA, 4, Verulam- 
bldgs., Gray’s Inn, WC1, in 1946. 

St. Pancras.—Pustic-House.—Hsg. Management 
Com. have approved the suggestion of the council’s 
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architect, Ian B. Hamilton, FRIBA, 16, Old Buildings, 
lincoln’s Inn, WC2, as to the area to be made 
available for the public-house to replace the one 
formerly at the corner of Charrington-st. and Crown- 
dale-rd. (The ‘‘ Prince Alfred °’). Final planning 
approval for the erection of the flats and shops com- 
prising the scheme hus now been received and this pro- 
vides for the six-storey wing of the block of flats to ex- 
tend over part of the public-house site, the proposal being 
that any future public-house will be partly incorporated 
in the main building. The scheme has been designed so 
that development can proceed independently of the 
public-house, the space provided for which can be 
utilised for other purposes in the event of the site 
not being taken up by the brewers. As a preliminary 
step an approach is to be made to the MH&LG for 
consent to the building of the new licensed premises as 
soon as possible. 

St. Pancras.—EsTaTE EXTENSION.—Hsg. Management 
Com. have approved the following: 

Proposals submitted by A. J. Thomas, FRIBA, 31a, 
Sloane-st., SW1, for the development of the area com- 
prising the sites 46-80 (even), Islip-st., 10, 12, 14, 16-47 
(consec.), 49 and 61, Peckwater-st., which (with the 
exception of No. 46, Islip-st.) have been acquired by 
MBC for the purpose of extending the Peckwater-st. 
estate. Proposals for the development of this area 
were prepared and approved in 1947, but the present 
requirements in regard to day-lighting, etc., have 
necessitated a revision. The scheme provides for 91 
flats to be erected on the land referred to; 16 flats to 
be erected on the Bartholomew-rd. Highways Depot; 
and 16 flats to be erected on the site of factory 
premises, acquisition of which has not yet been sought. 
The elevations and general treatment will conform to 
the present estate and the proposed new blocks are a 
repetition of those existing, in accordance with the 
overall development originally conceived. 

Proposals for Regent’s Park Area ‘‘ C”’ submitted 
by Davies and Arnold, architects, 37, Mecklenberg- 
sq., WCl1, for the amended siting, elevational treat- 
ment and detailed planning of Block ‘‘H” which 
is to form the second stage of this scheme, and is to 
be erected along the Albany-st. frontage, as a result 
of the recent decision not to retain the existing proper- 
ties between Nash-st. and Albany-st. The proposals 
provide for the erection of a five-storey block of 31 
units with one shop at the Robert-st. end, extending 
at single-storey height to Little Albany-st. to indicate 
the existence of the shopping area to be erected on 
the north side of Robert-st. The accommodation 
includes 18 maisonettes and 13 flats. The elevational 
treatment will conform to that of the remainder of 
the area ‘‘ C ’’ scheme, and the block, which has been 
set back to the proposed road-widening line, is to be 
erected independently of any future alternative build- 
ing to replace the existing ‘‘ Victory ’’ public-house 
on the corner of Albany-st. and Nash-st. 

Stepney.—FLats.—LCC Hsg. Com. propose to build 
a three-storey block of 18 flats and eight tenants’ 
stores on Emmott-st. site at Ocean estate. The site has 
an area of about two-fifths of an acre and the develop- 
ment will have a density of 46 dwellings to the acre. 
The estimated cost, including architectural and inci- 
dental expenses, is £38,065, and scheme is being pre- 
pared by LCC architects’ department. 

Stoke Newington. — DevELopMENT. — Hsg. Com. 
recommend approval by MBC of the following schemes 
submitted by MBC’s architects:— 

The development of 56, Queen Elizabeth’s-walk and 
rear of Gordon Lodge. It is proposed to erect on this 
site 14 dwellings in three- and four-storey blocks, com- 
prising six two-bedroom flats and eight three-bedroom 
maisonettes with gardens, and seven garages, at a 
total estimated building cost of £32,650, including 
architect’s and quantity surveyors’ fees. The scheme 
will necessitate the re-siting of the existing electricity 
transformer chamber. 

The development of Albion-rd./Clissold-cres., which 
includes a pre-fabricated bungalow site already owned 
by the council and the site of 133 and 135, Albion- 
rd.. for which a compulsory purchase order has re- 
cently been confirmed by MH&LG. It is proposed to 
erect on the site 36 dwellings in four-storey blocks, 
comprising 24 two-bedroom and 12 three-bedroom 
flats, at a total estimated building cost of £77,750, 
including architect’s and quantity surveyors’ fees. 

The development of Sandbrook-rd./Harcombe-rd., 
which includes a pre-fabricated bungalow site already 
owned by the council and the site of 65-70 (odd), 
Sandbrook-rd., for which a compulsory purchase order 
has recently been confirmed by MH&LG. It is pro- 
posed to erect 22 permanent dwellings in two three- 
storey blocks on the whole site, comprising four bed- 
sitting room, four one-bedroom, three two-bedroom 
flats, and 11 three-bedroom maisonettes, at a total 
estimated building cost of £42,950, including archi- 
tect’s and quantity surveyors’ fees. An application 
for final planning permission for these schemes is 
being submitted to the 

Stoke Newington.—LicENSED PREMISES.—TP per- 
mission has been given to outline proposals by 
Watney Combe Reid & Co., Ltd., Stag Brewery, 
Pimlico, for the erection of new licensed premises at 
the eastern end of Newnton-cl. on the LCC housing 
estate. 

Stoke Newington.—Housinc.—LCC has approved 
schemes submitted by MBC for the erection of 52 
dwellings on the site of No. 58-78, hune-rd. and 
the erection’ of a club room on the Hawksley-court 
estate. 

Walthamstow.—APppPpoliINTMENTS.—Hsg. Com. have 
appointed F. Cox, FRICS, FIAS, 18, Broomhill- 
rd., Woodford, as quantity surveyor for the scheme 
of 18 flats to be erected in Brookfield-ave. and six 
flats to be erected in Wood-st., — and C. E. Ball & 
Ptnrs., Dilke House, Malet-st., WCl, as quantity 
surveyors for the scheme of 18 flats to be erected in 
Falmouth-ave. 
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Walthamstow.—UNDERGROUND STATION.—Hsg. Com. 
have considered proposals made by the London Trans- 
port Executive for the reservation of a site for a 
possible underground station in the vicinity of the 
Hoe-st./Church-hill junction. It was resolved that 
BC was not prepared to entertain a proposal for an 
underground station on this site, and that the London 
Transport Executive be offered ‘the whole of the site 
(in course of acquisition by BC) of the Methodist 
Church and shops adjoining on the south side corner 
of Church-hill near Hoe-st. If this site is not accept- 
able, TC is to suggest the station should be sited 
gpa rg on and under the land now occupied 
by the Old Education Offices and the Conservative 
Club, High-st. 

Walthamstow.—REDEVELOPMENT.—Hsg. Com. con- 
sidered a preliminary sketch plan submitted by Boro’ 
A, E and S giving a tentative amended layout for 
the redevelopment of the Hoe-st./High-st. corner, 
obviating the proposed parking space for private cars 
and providing for a lay-by for omnibuses. Boro’ A, E 
and S is to prepare more detailed plans on the lines 
submitted, and Healey & Baker, surveyors, 29, St. 
George-st., Hanover-sq., WI, are to be consulted in 
connection with the BC proposals for redevelopment. 
and the likelihood of letting part of the site to a 
departmental - store. BC is recommended to give 
sympathetic consideration to the proposal of Henry 
Taylor & Son to reconstruct their premises at 188. 
Hoe-st., E17. 

Walthamstow.—Housinc. —Hsg. Com. have ap 
proved a scheme submitted by Boro’ A, E and S for 
the development of No. 28. Castle-ave. by the erection 
of 14 flats, and instructed him to prepare a scheme 
for the development of the sites of Nos. 53, 55 and 57. 
The Drive. Schemes have been prepared by Boro’ 
A, E and S for the redevelopment of land between 
Church-rd. and Lowther-rd., and the properties com- 
prised in the Frederick-st. / Grange- -rd./Lynmouth-rd. 
areas. Approval has been given by Hsg. Com. to 
revised proposals by Boro A, E and S for the rede- 
velopment of The Drive and Prospect-hill area. 

Wandsworth.—DeEVELOPMENT.—LCC Hsg. Com. 
propose to erect on the Claremont estate a four-storey 
block of 16 flats, a four-storey block of 14 maisonettes 
and an additional three- “storey block of nine flats. 
There will also be two fitted play spaces, 21 tenants’ 
stores and 18 garages. The estimated cost of this 
part of the development, —— incidental and 
architectural expenses, is £101,00' LCC architect’s 
department prepared the scheme. 

Wandsworth.—DEVELOPMENT.—LCC Hsg. Com. 
have approved a scheme for the development of the 
Lytton-gr. site, and recommend that estimate of 
£231,780 for the development be approved. LCC 
architect’s department prepared the scheme. 

Wimbledon.— Houses. — An outline application to 
develop land adjoining ‘‘ The Old Church House,” 
Church-rd., by the erection of three houses has been 
provisionally approved by BC. 

Wimbledon.—Houses.—BC has approved outline 
application to develop land attaching to ‘‘ Lampton,’ 
Parkside-gdns., and at rear of ‘‘ Margin House ” 
and ‘* Windyridge,’’ Marryat-rd., by erection of 63 
houses. 

Wimbledon.—Housinc.—Planning permission has 
been received from Surrey CC in respect of develop- 
ment to be undertaken by BC as follows: 26-28, 
Landgrove-rd., 2 flats; 62-64, Wandle-rd., 2 flats; 
3, Haydon Park-rd., 2 flats; 147-153, South Park-rd.. 
Civil Defence training and recreation hut; 48-54, 
Plough-la., 4 flats; 212-214, Merton-rd., 2 flats; 32-44, 
Merton High-st., one block of 4 and one block of 
2 flats. 

Wimbledon.—Cuurcu Hati.—Provision of new hall 
for St. Mark’s Church, Compton-rd., approved. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Ashbourne.—Derbyshire EC propose erection of 
new Junior School in 1955 programme, £50,000 est. 

Atcham.—RDC approved layout for 38 houses at 
Hanwood. Tenders to be invited this year for erec- 
tion of further 50 houses. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—BC approved in principle 
scheme for erection of new home for 50 aged persons. 

Birmingham.—Reg. Hosp. Board approved in prin- 
ciple provision of two 50-bed ward units at Stalling- 
ton Hall Hospital, £43,125 est.; 50-bed unit for cot 
and chair cases, Chelmsley Hosp., Marston Green, 
£26,000; 40-bed pavilion, Central Hosp., Hatton, 
£33,000; construction of new boiler house and instal- 
lation of new boiler plant, George Eliot Hosp., Nun- 
eaton, £45,000; reconstruction of operating theatres, 
Birmingham Accident Hosp., £110,000; reconstruction 
of Ward 4, Robert Jones and Agnes Hunt Ortho- 
pedie Hosp., Oswestry, £11,000. 

Brighton.—-TC to build factory in Hollingbury Light 
Industrial area for Henry Clark & Sons, Ltd., to cost 
£56,000 (est.), for revised scheme. E & S, 26-30, 
King’s-rd., Brighton 1. 

Brighton.—TC to redevelop Patcham-court Farm at 
request of D. Paul, tenant, to cost £18,400 (est.). 

Burnley.—BC approved layout for 594 dwellings at 
Bee Hole Estate, and to invite tenders for first 61. 

Chesterfield.—BC to negotiate with W. Revill & 
Sons, Ltd., Sherwood-st., Chesterfield, and W. Red- 
mile and Sons, Ltd., 155, Dobcroft-rd., Sheffield, for 

erection of 76 houses at Pevensey Estate. Plans sub- 
mitted to BC: Extensions to premises at High-st., for 
Boots Pure Drug Co., Ltd.; sub-station at Lee-rd., 

Hady-la. and Somersail- la., for East Midlands Elec- 
tricity Board; extensions at Wheatbridge Mills, 
Wheatbridge-rd.. for Robinson and Sons, Ltd. 





ington.—TC received loan sanction for £75 ed 
for erection of 56 houses at Firth Moor. E. 
Tornbohm, Boro’ A. 

Durham.—County EC to build this year infants’ 
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school at Woodhouse-cl., Bishop Auckland. Plans by 
County A. 

Hexham.—RDC to spend £22,000 on erection of 
new Council Chamber on site of Old Bush Inn. Archi- 
tects, W. Dixon & Son, 1, Collingwood-st., New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

ull_—Erection of large housing estate on east side 
of River Hull being considered by Corpn. Schemes 
submitted to MH and LG include baths at Bilton 
Grange, cost £185,000; turkish and medical baths at 
junction Albion-st./Percy-st., cost £50,000; and wash- 
houses at Victor-st., cost £50,000. 

Mansfield.—RC authorities propose erection of new 
secondary school. 

Middlesbrough.—Boro’ J. A. Kenyon, prepared 
plans for 64 houses at Park "End and 112 Unity houses 
on same estate.—L. Conolly, builder, Middlesbrough, 
to erect 14 houses in Acklam-rd.—R. cInnes, 
builder, Cumberland-rd., Middlesbrough, to develop 
land at Low-la., Middlesbrough. —E. T. Sweeting & 
Son, builders, Middlesbrough, to build 22 houses in 
Minsterley-dr. and Farley-dr., to plans by Garbutt, 
Archibald & Archibald, 23, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough. 

Morpeth.—Further 80 beds planned "for St. George’s 
Mental Hosp. Plans by R. K. Knighton, architect, 
Newcastle Reg. Hosp. Board, Osborne-rd., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 

Northampton.—Oxford Reg. Hosp. Board seek ap- 
proval for construction of mew casualty dept. at 
Northampton Gen. Hos., £180,000 est. 

North Riding.—EC approved preliminary plans for 
proposed temporary primary school at RAF station 
at Dishforth. Tenders to be invited. County School 
A, County Hall, Northallerton. 

‘North Riding.—EC to obtain tenders for erection 
of proposed Eastfield No. 3 Cty. Prim. Sch., Scar- 
borough. Architect, W. W. Atkinson, Gray’s Inn, 
WCI; QS, eo) Belfield & Everest, 9, Ashley-pl., 
Westminster, SW 

Otley.—UDC a Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
London, to submit tender for further 93 houses at 
Weston-la. Estate. 

Peterlee.—Dev. Corp. to proceed with building of 
further 310 houses by contract. Plans by Corpora- 
tion’s architect, W. S. Scott, Shotton Hall, Castle 
Eden, Co. Durham. 

Rowley Regis.—TC approved erection of 100 
houses at Corngreaves Estate. 

Salford.—TC approved scheme for 36 flats at 
Hodge-la. and Athole-st. 

Skelton.—Tenders to be considered by UDC for 
— of 18 houses at Coach-rd., Brotton. Plans 


y S. 
Southwell.—RDC propose erection of further 64 

— and 16 flats at a site near Clipstone Pithead 
aths. 

Stafford.—Plans for new church at Holmcroft being 
—_ by architect for Chester Cathedral, Bernard 

iller. 

Sunderland.—Detailed scheme being prepared for 
submission to TC for proposed Lawrence-st. area slum 
clearance scheme. It is understood that 300 flats 
will be erected. Boro’ A, Bishop, Grange 
House, Stockton-rd., Sunderland. 

Sunderland.—Crute & Son, 31, West Sunniside, 
Sunderland, solicitors, have approached TC regarding 
site on Hylton Red House Estate for proposed 
Methodist Church.—Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop, has pre- 
pared plans for proposed chemistry laboratory at 
Monkwearmouth Grammar School.—W. & T. R. Mil- 
burn, 17, Fawcett-st., Sunderland, architects for pro- 
posed rebuilding of war-damaged premises in Faw- 
cett-st., for Sunderland Working Men’s Building 
Society.—G. T. Brown & Son, 53, Fawecett-st., Sun- 
derland, prepared plans for seven houses in Grey- 
stoke-av., for Vaux and Associated Breweries, Ltd. 

Tynemouth.—TC recommended to carry out 
£750,000 scheme for construction of multi-storeyed 
flats at east end of North Shields. Architects, A. K. 
Tasker & A. Child, Trinity-bldgs., New Bridge-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
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April 30 1954 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

t+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

q Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—Erection of 107 houses at 
Abbottsmead estate, for BC: *Direct Labour, £155,907, 

Belfast.—The following contracts have been awarded 
by the Northern Ireland Joint Electricity Committee 
in connection with the Belfast Municipal Electric 
Power Station West:—Two turbo-alternators, *C. A. 
Parsons, Ltd., Newcastle-upon-Tyne, approx. 
£1,477,000. Four boilers, *Mitchell Engineering, Ltd. 
London, approx. £1,507,000. Three boilers, *Babcock 
& Wilcox, Ltd., London, approx. £1,316, Main 
excavation and piling, *Stewart & Partners, Ltd., 
Belfast, approx. £115,000. 

Birkenhead.—Erection of 16 houses at Bramwell-cl., 
for BC: *Dell Investments, Ltd., £26,068. 12 flats ar 
Abbey-st.: *Lloyd & Cross, Ltd., 68, Argyle-st., Bir- 
kenhead, £22,801. Erection of two nursery schs. (pre- 
fabricated) at the Woodchurch estate: *Wm. Thornton 
& Sons, Ltd., Liverpool, £24,000. 

Blackburn.—Reconstruction of premises at Quarry- 
st., for J. & S. Leaver, Ltd.: *Wm. Livesey & Sons, 
Ltd., Blackburn. 

Blackpool.—Erection of a family group home at 
Grange Park extension, for TC: *R. Fielding & Son, 
Stanhope-rd. Works, Blackpool, £5,562. 

Bolton.—Erection of the English Martyrs RC sec, 
sch.: *John Dickinson & Co. (Bolton), Ltd. 

Bolton.—Following for BC:—28 dwellings at Cromp- 
ton Fold estate: *W. Lionel Gray (1933), Ltd., 
Hospital-bldgs., Farnworth. 40 dwellings at Roscoe 
Fold estate: *W. Lionei Gray (1933), Ltd., Hospital- 
bldgs., Farnworth. 28 dwellings at Adrian-rd. estate: 
*Stanley Porter, Ltd., Crofters Saw Mills, Bolton (re- 
vised tenders). 

Bootle.—Erection of Copy-la. cty. prim. sch., for 
EC: *Norwest Construction Co., Ltd., Ruthven-rd., 
Liverpool, £48,500. Eight lock-up shops and nine 
—— at Copy-la. estate, for BC: *Direct Labour, 

Bradford.—256 houses and 44 flats and maisonettes 
at Parkside-rd. estate, for TC: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., 


Ltd., London. 12 houses at Clayton estate: *Harry 
Hudson (Clayton), Ltd., 66, Bradford-rd., Clayton, 


Bradford-on-Avon.—Erection of the first ten houses 
on the Budbury Tyning site, for UDC: *T. Holdoway 
& Sons, £14,257. 

Brighton.—Erection of 16 flats on the Albion site, 
for TC: *John W. Ridge, Ltd., 42, Portland-st., 
Brighton 1, £27,771. 

Brighton.—Erection of six pairs police houses, for 
TC. Two pairs on Hollingdean estate: *Knight Bros. 
(Brighton), Ltd., 19, Bristol-gdns., 7, £7,528. One pair 
on South Woodingdean estate: *Knight Bros. 
(Brighton), Ltd., £3,870. Three pairs on- Craven Vale 
estate: *James Miller & Partners, Ltd., £10,748. 

Brighton.—Erection of eight firemen’s houses, Roe- 
dean-rd., for TC: *A. C. Jenkins, Ltd., Barn Garage, 
Ladies Mile-rd., £14,248. 

Brighton.—Reconstruction 
garage floor, Lewes-rd., Brighton: *S. M. 
gc we £8, 626. 

Bromsgrove.—30 houses at Charford No. 11 site, 
for UDC: *Mackee & Rodway, Ltd., Northfield, Bir- 
mingham, £38,799. 

Camberwell.—Erection of stage 1 of the community 
centre on the Denmark Hill housing estate: {Direct 
labour, £13,924. 

heshire.—Erection of new schs. 
Weaverham, for CC: *Tysons, 
£135,900 and £135,898. 

Chesterfield.—Erection of 88 houses at Brington 
Ringwood-rd. site, for Coal Industry Housing Assoc., 
Ltd.: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, £116,114. 

Coventry.—Erection of maternity and child welfare 
clinic at Tile Hill, for TC: *J. G. Gray, Ltd., George 
Eliot-rd., Coventty, £15,613. 

Crawley.—Block of factories, for Dev. Corp. H. S- 
Howgrave-Graham, ARIBA, AMTPI, Chief A, Craw- 
ley Dev. Corp., Broadfjeld, Crawley, Sussex. Quanti- 
ties by Gardiner & Theobald, 49, Bedford-sq., Lon- 
don, WC1: *Holloway Bros. (London), oats Bridge 
Wharf, 157, Millbank, London, SW1, £68.0: 

Crawley.—Construction of office block cas factory 
canteen for the A.P.V. Co.. Ltd., at Manor Royal. 
Architects, Adie, Button & Partners:. *Wates, Ltd., 
1258-1260, London-rd., Norbury, London, SWI6- 
£212,262. 

age age: houses at New Addington estate. for 
BC. A. F. Holt, AMICE: *Wates. Ltd.. 1258 
1260, gn Norbury, London, SWI6, £145,762. 

Croydon.—Erection of a community centre on the 
New Addington housing estate, for BC.: H. 
Gibson, Ltd., London-rd., Thornton Heath, £34, 611. 
(Subject to MOH approval ) 

Dagenham.—Work on the Ma re estate, for 
BC: 108 flats, tDirect labour, £159. 72 flats, 
tGeorge Wimpey & Co., Ltd. , £105, ss 

Derby.—Construction of an ante-natal clinic at City 
Howie, for Sheffield Reg. Hospital *Holmes 
Son, Ltd., London-rd., Derby, £12,972 

Dudley.—Eight houses and eight flats at Cross-st., 
~ a *Nathan Hyde, 6, Claremont-rd., Sedgeley, 

Dudley.—26 houses at Old Park Farm estate, for 
BC: *Eadie & Co. (Wolverhampton), Ltd., 29, Watet- 
loo-rd., Wolverhampton, 51. 

Dumbartonshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 
new sch. of nine classrooms to be erected on site No- 
12, at Drumchapel. John MacNab (F), Education A, 
129, Bath-st., Glasgow. Mr. James G. Love, consult 
ing eng *Vic Hallam, Ltd., £18,550. 
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Dumbartonshire.—Plans prepared for 239 houses of 
the Lawrence-Crosswell type, which are to be erected 
at Drumchapel (Unit No. 4). Archibald G. Jury (F), 
Housing A, Glasgow Cross, The Trongate, Glasgew, 
Cl. 114 houses: *Melville Dundas & Whitson, Ltd., 
Blythswood-sq., Glasgow, £192,157. 57 houses: 
*Maclaggart & Mickle, Ltd.. West Regent-st., 
Glasgow, £94,917. 68 houses: *A. A. Stuart & Sons 
(Builders), Ltd., 2275, London-rd., Mount Vernon, 
Lanarkshire, £109, 955. 

Dumbartonshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 
new puvlic sch. to be erected on site No. 6 at Drum- 
hare Joha MacNab (F), Education A, 129, Bath- 

, Glasgow. General contractors: *The Bristo! Aero- 
shine Co. (Weston), Ltd., Weston-super-Mare. Accotile 
flooring: *National Flooring Co., Ltd. 
paving works: *The Val de Travers Asphalt Paving 
Co., Ltd., Waterloo-st., Glasgow. Pilkington tile paving 
and allied works: *Toffolo, Jackson & Co., Ltd., West 
Regent-st., Glasgow. Plumbing, sanitary engineering, 
cast-iron drainage fittings and allied works: *MacCul- 
loch & Giltfen, Ltd., Garnethill. Sanitary works, 
Cambridge-st., Glasgow. Joinery, carpentry, iron- 
mongery and allied works: *James Laidlaw & Son, 
Ltd., Clydesdale Contracting Works, Rutherglen, 
Lanarkshire 

Eastry (Kent). —-Erection < 12 two-bedroom houses 
at Elvington. for RD R. Gosby, Eythorne, 
£16,048. (Subject to Ministry approval.) 

Glasgow. -Erection of flats and houses, for Corp. 
Archibald G. Jury (F), Housing A, Glasgow Cross, 

*Corp. Direct Labour Housing Dept., 
£65,000. 


Glasgow. --Corp. has had plans prepared for new 
sch. to be erected on site No. 23 at Drumchapel. 
Architectural and Planning Dept., Civic Buildings 
Section, Municipal-bldgs.. George-sq., Glasgow: *The 
Bristol Aeroplane Co. (Weston), Ltd., Weston-super- 
Mare, £22 

on Tiractten of 21 dwellings on the Warwick- 
ger./Mount Pleasant-ia. housing site, for B.C.: {Direct 
labour, £51.500. 

Hampstead.—Hcusing work at the Kemplay-rd. 
housing scheme, for BC: ¢{G. H. Wright, Ltd., 78, 
New Oxford-st., WC1I, £13. 798. 

Heminzfield (Yorks).—132 houses for the Coa! In- 
dustry Housing Assoc., together with roads and sewers. 
Architects. Collcutt & Hamp: *Wates, Ltd., 1258-1260, 
London-rd., Norbury, London, SWI16, £197.628. 

Holborn.—Seven-storey block of flats at Tyblands- 
court, WC, for BC. Boro’ A, S. . G. Cook, 
ARIBA: *Wates, Ltd., 1258-1260, London-rd., Nor- 
bury, London. SWI6, £37,422. 

Islington.—Construction of 98 dwellings on the 


Dame-st. housing site:— 
Marples, Ridgway & Partners, Ltd., SWI .. £237,712 
Halse & Sons, Ltd., SE18 233,310 
The Unit Construction Co.. Ltd.. Feltham, 

Middlesex i P 228,288 
J. S. Alderson & Co., Ltd., SW11 221,343 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., NI7 WP a -- 219,942 
tGee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., 100, Park-la., 

Wi 217.903 





Erection of new houses at Cowie. 
R. Cruickshanks, Council A, County-bldgs., Stone- 
haven, Kincardine. Excavation, brick, building and 
allied works: *Pilling & Grimshaw, Ltd., Arbroath, 
Angus, £9,355. Plaster, lathing and allied works: 
*John H. MacLean, Stonehaven, Kincardine, £474. 
Joinery, carpentry, zlazing, grates and allied works, 
and plumbing. sanitary engineering and allied works: 
*Pilling & Grimshaw, Ltd., Arbroath, Angus, £6,021 
and £2,170. Slating, roughcasting and allied works: 
*Whyte (Roofing), Ltd., Glasgow, £2,285. Painting, 
decorating and allied works: *J. Stevenson & Son, 
Ltd., Aberdeen, £446. Electrical fittings installation 
and allied works: *G. Davidson, Ltd., Stonehaven, 
Kincardine. £1,011. 

Lanarkshire.—Ercction of 30 s.d. houses atWoodend 
housing site, Muirend, Cathcart: *William S. Gor- 
don & Co., Ltd., Crow-rd., Partick, Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire. —Erection of 50 garages at Tapish-dr., 


Kincardineshire.- 


Elmore-ave. and on new road at Simshill, Cathcart: 
*MacTaggart & Mickle, Ltd., West Regent-st., 
Glasgow. 


Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 50 
houses to be erected at the Imperial housing site et 


Airdrie. Excavation, brick, building and allied works: 
Louden & Inglis. Ltd.. 87. Calder-st., Mossend, Coat- 
bridge. Plumbing, sanitary engineering and_ allied 


works: *Alexander D. Mitchell & Son, Ltd., Tannage 
Brae, Musse!burzh, Midlothian. Joinery. carpentry 
and allied works: *James R. Aitken, Ltd., Forsyth-st., 





Airdrie. Roof tiling, roughcasting and allied works: 
S. MacMeekin, 126. Pinkie-rd., Musselburgh. Mid- 
lothian. Glazing and allied works: *James Thow & 
Co. [td., %3. George-st.. Avr. Electricity fittings in- 
oo and allied works: *Hartley Electromotives, 

» Octopus eae Works, Monkmoor. Paint- 
ind, “decara’ ing and allied works: *James MasAteer, 
49, Glenbrae-ter., thin ity Lanarkshire. Plaster, 
lathing and a'lied works: *§. MacMeekin, 126, Pinkie- 
td, Musselburzh, Midlothian. 

eds.—%2 dwellings at Hollin-la site, for TC: 


*N. B. Bell & Co., Ltd., Frankland-ter., Leeds, 


paveel.— —Erection of shops, flats, maisonettes 
Ki Rae Zes. a post office and other features at 
irkbs 


*Peak Construction Co.. Ltd.. £109.295. 
London.—Erection of new Bank of England build- 


ing by St. Paul's Cathedral. Victor Heal. FRIBA, 
Henitect, 14. Grav’s Inn-sq., WC1: *Holland & 
annen and Cubitts, Ltd., 1, Queen Anne’s-gate, 


Westminster. SWI. 
London. —Atterations for the Pvrene Co., Ltd., 
C osvenor-"dns.. London, SWI: *Barnes. Challen & 
Toss, 96, G'oucester-pl.. London, WI, architects and 


hig *Frank R. Freeman, Ltd., 13-14, Chapel- 


Tarmacadam * 


THE BUILDER 


{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of £500 
or over for fortnight ended April 24:— 

Building work: Robert Platt & Sons, 
Portstewart, Co. Derry, NI; R. Durtnell & Sons, 
Ltd., Brasted, nr. Sevenoaks, Kent. Runway con- 
struction, etc.: Crowley, Russell & Co., Ltd., 16, 
Blythswood-sq., Glasgow, C2. Heating services: 
G. N. Haden & Sons, Ltd., Woburn-pl., London, 
WCI; Industrial & General Eng. Co., 40, Biandtord- 
st., London, Wl. General maintenance work: John 
Deheer, Ltd., South Pier, Bridlington, Yorks. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed by the 
Eastern Region of British Railways:— 

Repairs to roofs of erecting, boiler and turning 
shops and ancillary buildings at New England motive 
power depot: *George Simpson (London), Ltd., 53, 
Ebury-st., London, SW1. Supply of five electric train 
heating boilers for installation in five Bo-Bo Locomo- 
tives for Manchester/Sheffield/Wath Electrification: 
*Metropolitan Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd., Mosley-rd., 
Tratford Park, Manchester 17. Renewal of Whart 
Wall at Canning Town (Bow Creek): *Wellerman 
Bros., Ltd., Dun-st., Sheffield 3. 

London (British Railways)—New London Midland 
contracts:— 

Repairs to bridges Nos. 10 and 23 at Ashton-under- 
Lyne and Audenshaw: *Whitley Moran & €o., Lid., 
5 Old Hall-st., Liverpool. Tar spraying and road re- 
Pairs in the Blackburn, Crewe and London Engineers’ 
districts: *Johnson Bros. (Aylesford), Ltd., Vale-rd , 
Tonbridge, Kent. Tar spraying and road repairs in 
the Derby (North) Engineer’s district: *Constable Hart 
& Co., Ltd., Lion House, Richmond, Surrey. Tar 
spraying and. road repairs in the Walsall engineer’s 
district: *W & J. Glossop, Ltd., Broadway- 
chbrs., Hammersmith, London, W6. Accommo- 
tion for staff at Walton Sidings: *J. B. Johnson 
& Co., Ltd., 17, Overton-st., Liverpool 7. Supply 
and delivery of steelwork for the engine shed roof 
renewal at Workington motive power depot: *Red- 
path Brown & Co., Ltd., Trafford Park, Manchester. 
Supply, delivery and erection of steelwork for altera- 
tions to the supports of staff dining-room and hotels 
dept. buildings at Euston: *Redpath Brown & Co., 
Ltd., 3, Duncannon-st., London, WC2. Tar spraying 
and road repairs in the Northampton engineer’s dis- 
trict: *Taroads, Ltd., 21/22, Old Bailey, London, EC4. 

L.€c.€ C.—The undermentioned contracts exceeding 
£2,500 in value have been placed by LCC during the 
period ended April 14:— 

Manufacture. supply and maintenance of one electric 
passenger lift and two electric sch. meals service lifts 
at the proposed comprehensive high sch. at Putney 
Park-la | Wandsworth. *Bennie Lifts, Ltd.. £3,327. 
Painting works at Grenfell prim. and sec. ‘sch. and 
Stepney Women’s Institute, Stepney: *George Barker 
(Builders), Ltd., £7.460. Provision of additional play 
facilities at Ritchie sec. sch.: *George Bell & Sons, 


West Park, 


Ltd., £3,050. Initial clearance and final! reinstate- 
ment of former timber dump site, etc., at Hackney 
Marsh: *W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., £8,021. Rein- 


statement of part of Mabley Green. Hackney Marsh: 
*Gilllam & Co., Ltd., £12.275. Painting works at 
Frank Barnes prim. sch., Shoreditch: *Ernie Bayliss, 
Ltd., £3.236. Renewal and improvement of electrical 
installation at the Central London Women’s Institute, 
Bolt-court, EC4: *Alexander Hawkins & Sons. Ltd.. 
£3,083. Laying out of gardens at Beckenham Hill 
estate, Lewisham: *George G. Whitelegg, Knockholt, 
Kent, £3,513. Installation of wiring and fittings for 
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electric lighting, etc., in dwellings in Barnaby-bldgs., 
Bermondsey, and + prea Battersea: *Haines & 
Sheppard, Ltd., 
London te Police).—Contracts placed by 
Metropolitan Police:— 
Reconstruction of retaining walls at Notting Hill 
355. 


police stn.: *Davenport & Co., Ltd., 

(London (MOW). —Contracts placed by MOW 
during week ended April 10:— 

London: Cleveland House, 19, St. James-sq., 
London. SWI, internal decorations, Holliday & 
Greenwood, Ltd., 11, Buckingham  Palace-gdns., 
gas po SW1; H.M. Custom House, Lower Thames- 


, London, EC, construction flood barrier ~ paving 
= "the quay, J. Carmichael (Contractors), 331, 
Trinity-rd., Wandsworth, SW18; onan i 
Ei, erection of a telephone exchange, Higgs & Hill, 
Ltd., Crown Works, South Lambeth-rd., London, 
SW8; Kensington Palace, alterations and decorations 
to apartment 7, Thomas & Edge, Ltd., 25, Greens 
End, Woolwich, SEI8. Gloucestershire: Benhall 
Farm TOB, Cheltenham, Gloucester, new storm water 
relief drain, Costells & Kemple, Ltd., 98-100, 
Prestbury-rd., Cheltenham, Gloucester. Hampshire: 
Customs and Excise, Southampton Docks, erection of 
boat maintenance house, W. E. Chivers & Sons, Ltd., 
Devizes, Wilts. 

Hertfordshire: Watford, Herts, erection of telephone 
exchange, Haymills (Contractors), Ltd., Hanger Green, 
Western-ave., i Lancashire: PO,  Brows-la., 
Formby, Lancs, extension to sorting office and wel- 
fare, Formby Bros., Ltd., Old Saw Mills, Formby, 
Lancs. Oxfordshire: Oxford, erection of a telephone 
exchange, Hinkins & Frewin, Ltd., Cranham-st., 
Oxford. Perthshire: PO premises, St. Andrews-st., 
Perth, new bag-cleaning rooms and store, Wm. Duff 
& Sons (Builders), Ltd., St. Leonards Bank, Perth. 
Surrey: Foot and Mouth Research Institute, Pir- 
bright, Surrey, supply, delivery, erection and testing 
of sewage pumping plant, Hughes & Lancaster, Ltd., 
Acrefair, Wrexham, Denbigh. Warwickshire: Islington 
Court TOB, Islington-row, Birmingham, 15, realloca- 
tion for NAB, J. & W. Malley, Ltd., 2-8, Wills-st., 
a ape 19. 

Week ended April 17:—London: 
Parade, St. James’ Park, 
W. & J. Glossop, Ltd., 123, East Hill, Wandsworth, 
SWI18. Lancashire: GPO M/T Workshops, Bamber 
Bridge, nr. Preston, adaptations and_ extensions, 
Brown & Jackson, Ltd., Elm-st., Fleetwood, Lancs. 
Middlesex: Admiralty Research Laboratory, Bushey 
Park, Middlesex, erection of the water entry building, 
Richard Costain, Ltd., Dolphin-sq., London, SWI; 
Upper Pond, Longford River, Mididlesex, deepening 
and laying new clay lining, J. Lawson & Co., Ltd., 
28, Park-rd. North, Acton, W3. 

Week ended April 3:—Essex: 


r Horse Guards 
repairs and top dressing, 


Cowdray-ave., Col- 


chester, construction of post office engineering depot 
(stage 2), Hutton (Builders), Ltd., Birch, Colchester, 
Essex; Dagenham, Essex, erection of telephone 


exchange, G. H. Miller & Co., Ltd., Sheridan Works, 
Thorpe- rd., Forest Gate, E7. 

{London (War Dept. ).—Works contracts placed by 
WD during week ended April 10:— 

Wiltshire: Building work, A. J. Dunning & Sons 
(Weyhill), Ltd., Weyhill, nr. Andover. Hampshire: 
Painting and decorating, Adlon Erectors, Ltd., King- 
ston Vale, 15; Concrete work, Henry Osman & 
Co., Ltd., Southampton. Oxon: Painting and decor- 
ating, Decorative Painting Contractors, Ltd., Houns- 
low, Middlesex. Surrey: Miscellaneous, Frank Mar- 
shall & Co., Ltd., London, 3 Hampshire: 
Roadwork, Davis, Watson & Elliotts, Ltd., Aldershot. 

Wiltshire: Miscellaneous, F. Rendell & Sons, Ltd., 
Devizes Wilts. Merioneth: Roadwork, Guliston-rd. 
Construction, Ltd., Leamington Spa. Surrey: Paint- 
ing and decorating, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., 
London, W8. Bedfordshire: Painting, C. & T. 
Painters, Ltd., London, NWI0. Kent: Restoration 
Bath stone work, Bateman’s Stone Cleaning, Ltd., 
London. EC1: Roadwork, Neuchatel Asphalte Co., 
Ltd., West Malling. 

{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
WD during week ended April 17:— 

London: Roadworks, Constable Hart & Co., 
Richmond. Kent: Road repairs, 
Tarmacadam Contracting Co., Ltd., London, WC2. 
Norfolk: Repairs to huts, George Greengrass, Ltd., 
North Walsham. Merionethshire: Resheeting of 
hutting, F. H. Dale, Leominster. 

Monmouthshire: Construction of parade ground, 


Ltd., 
Home Counties 


O. J. Elliott: & Co., Ltd., Bristol. Dorsetshire: 
Building. Campbell & McGill. Ltd., Winchester. 
Hampshire: Fencing and gates, Boulton & Paul. Ltd., 


Norwich. Lanarkshire: Recreation ground. Maxwell 
M. Hart (Glasgow), Ltd., Glasgow. Stirlingshire : 
Hutting, Speirs, Dick & Smith, Glasgow. 
Merioneth.—Sec. sch., Harlech. for CC. Richards 
and Trollope (F&L), 14, Sackville-st., London, WI. 
Quantities by L. C. Wakeman & Partners, Birming- 


ham: *John Hughes (Contractors), Ltd., 12a, Holt- 
st., Wrexham, £187.243. 
Middlesbrough. —Erection of warehouse, garage, 


pg store, test house and canteen at Dent’s Wharf, 
for T. Roddam Dent & Son, Ltd., wharfingers: *W. 
Bridge-st., Thornaby- on-Tees. 

Middlesbrou: th. —Erection of 72 flats at Langridge- 
cres., Berwick Hills, for TC: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., 
Ltd.. Orchard House, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


MCC.—Erection of Elliot's Green gram. sch., Eal- 
ing: *Prestige & Co., Ltd., £157.444. Erection - 
Sunbury gram. sch.: ‘*W. H. Gaze. Ltd.. £150.958 


erection of kitchen and canteen block at Oakleigh 
sch., £14.785. 
Newcastle. —Frection of boundary walls and turnstile 


houses for the Newcastle United Football Club: *Geo. 


Wimpey & Co., Orchard House, Fenwick-ter., New- 


castle-on-Tyne. 


790 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of 200 luxury fiats 
costing £3,000 each on the Montagu estate: *Cussins 
ccomectort), Ltd., The Drive, Gosforth, Newcastle. 
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Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘* EFEMBE, Holb., London ”’ 
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THE BUILDER 


New Eltham.—Three-storey blocks of flats (69), for 
Beaver Housing Society at Keightley-dr., New Eltham, 
SE9. Architects, L. A. Culliford & Partners: *Wates, 
Ltd., 1258-1260, London-rd., Norbury, London, SW16, 
£130,417 

North Riding.—Erection of mod. sch. at Eastfield, 
Scarborough, for CC. Cty. Sch. A, D. W. Dickenson, 
County Hall, Northallerton; *Plaxtons (Scarborough), 
Ltd., Seamer-rd., Scarborough, £97,500. 

North Shields. —Construction of tanker-cleaning 
berth comprising two concrete dolphins with strut 
abutments, timber service jetty and access gangways, 
for the Tyne Improvement Commission, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne: *Brims & Co., City-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Redcar.—Rebuilding of the Central Cinema for 
Thompsons 9 ys Ltd., Middlesbrough. Archi- 
tects, Kitching & C 21, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough: 

*G. Lazenby & i. Ltd., Ferryhill, Co. Durham 
(work started). 

Salford.—Extensions to premises at Ordsall-la., for 
Greengate & Irwell Rubber Co., Ltd.: *J. Gerrard & 
Sons, Ltd., Swinton, nr. Manchester. 

Seaham.—Erection of 50 houses for UDC. A. M. 
Smith, S: *Unity Structures, Ltd., London. 

Sheffield.—New physiotherapy and hydrotherapy 
depts. at King’Edward VII Hospital, for Reg. Hospital 
Brd.: *A. Bradbury & Sons, 344, Cemetery-rd., 
Sheffield 11, £22,432. 

Shoreditch.—Work for BC: Erection of blocks 5 
and 6 on the Geffrye estate: *Walter Lawrence & 
Son, Ltd., £115,250; erection of dwellings on the 
Queensbridge- rd./Livermore-rd. area and the Albion- 
dr. area, *Walter Lawrence & Son, Ltd., £70,566. 

Stoke Newington.—Erection of 27 dwellings on the 
Defoe-rd./Brodia-rd. housing site: *Direct Labour, 
£48,905. 

Stretford.—New warehouse 
Ltd.: *Wm. Thorpe & Son, 
Trafford, Manchester. 

Sutton and Cheam.—Reconstruction of Worcester 
Park sewage works, for BC. BE&S, N. H. Mitchell, 
AMICE, MIMunE, FRSanI: *Wates, Ltd., 1258- 
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1260, London-rd., Norbury, London, SW16, £140,166, 

Sutton Coldfield.—Erection of 32 dwellings at Fal. 
con Lodge estate, for BC: *Yenton Building Co, 
Faas Ltd., Gravelly Hill North, Birmingham, 
£ 

Tooting.—Alterations and additions at The Grove 
Hospital, Tooting. Forbes & Tate, chartered archi. 
tects, 3, Weighhouse-st., Grosvenor-sq., W1: *Frank 
R Freeman, Ltd., 13-14, Chapel-st., NW1. 

Wallsend.—Construction of new dry dock, 715 ft, 
long and 105 ft. wide, to accommodate tankers of 
45,000 tons d.w., for Swan Hunter and Wigham 
Richardson, Ltd. Consulting engineers, Buras 
& Partners, 3, Ellison-pl., Newcastle- on-Tyne: *Sir 
Robert McAlpine & Sons, Star-bldgs., Newcastle-on. 


yne. 

Walsall.—80 houses at Gipsy-la. estate, for BC: 
*Rock & Downes, Ltd., 115, Walsall-rd., Aldridge, 
£110,534. 58 houses at Irvine-rd.: *Direct Labour, 
£76,324. 

Wandsworth.—Roadworks, drainage, etc., for Young 
& Co. Brewery, Ltd. Mark Jennings, Son & Partners, 
architects and engineers, 116, Victoria-st., London} 
ae *Frank R. Freeman, Ltd., 13-14, Chapel-st,, 


Whidnes.—Erection of 19 houses at Ditton, for BC: 
*Morley & Sons, Ditchfield-rd., Widnes, £24,443. 6 
houses: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, £77,154, 
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BROAD & CO. LTD. 4 SOUTH WHARF 
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